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1ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK

SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THE ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK

The Prague Astronomical Clock is a unique 
medieval monument. It was built during 
the last breaths of the cultural boom in the 
Bohemian lands that began under the reign of 
Charles IV, Bohemian king and Holy Roman 
Emperor, who transformed Prague into a 
European centre of learning, culture and 
power. The Old Town Astronomical Clock 
was built as one of the last medieval archaic 
astronomical clocks. These served a different 
purpose and were of a different character 
than the modern astronomical clocks that 
emerged in Europe with the onset of the Re-
naissance. Its main dials – astrolabes – were 
not designed to work like accurate astronomi-
cal instruments, but were to be used above all 
for astrological purposes. Their design is also 
fundamentally opposite to the construction of 
astronomical astrolabes.

Unlike most astronomical clocks of the time, 
which were made particularly for the interior 
of churches, the Prague Astronomical Clock 
was built in between the buttresses of the 
Old Town Hall tower with great sensitivity. It 
faced the outer area of the square in order to 
become a part of life in the centre of Prague. 
Prague is often called the “heart of Europe”, 

as with some exaggeration it can be said that 
the astronomical clock is located in the very 
centre of Europe.

The Old Town Astronomical Clock is a com-
plicated and multilayered work. The richly 
sculptured ornamentation and painted picto-
rial calendar plate enhance the central motif 
of the astronomical clock which is its top dial 
– astrolabe. The astrolabe of the medieval 
clock is a rotating image of the heavens – the 
heavens showing the movement of the Sun, 
Moon and stars, as well as the heavens that 
are the seat of the God. To the medieval man, 
the astronomical clock seemed like a true 
miracle. He admired the fact that its creator 
had managed not only to understand the 
movement of the Sun and Moon across the 
sky, but also to imitate it. Everyone could read 
the details from its astrolabe – the actual 
time, day in the year or how favourable the 
constellation of the heavens with the stars, 
Sun and Moon is in the life of the individual. 
The astronomical clock also indicates the 
astrological signs. Astrology and the faith 
that earthly things were ruled by the heavens 
were very important and commonplace for 
life at the time. It was not only used to predict 
the future or determine the right moments 
for making binding decisions, but also for 
correctly timing the performance of medical 
treatment. 

WHAT THE ASTROLABE 
SHOWS

The movement 
of the celestial bodies 
The plate of the astrolabe represents a view 
of the southern sky. The bottom is marked 
by a golden line of the arch of the horizon 
and above it is the blue sky showing the 
movement of the Sun, Moon and stars from 
left to right, just as in nature. The stars are 
represented as constellations marked out in 
an excentric circle.

Just as the Sun moves high on the horizon 

in late spring and early summer, it orbits the 
astrolabe in the same big arch from left to 
right along its circumference. The opposite is 
the case in winter – the path of the Sun in the 
sky and on the astrolabe plate is very low.

The starry sky is depicted only in part – it 
shows the constellations of the zodiac 
through which the Sun and Moon gradually 
move throughout the year. The Sun travels 
across the entire circumference of the zodiac 
just as it does across the sky in one year, the 
Moon in just under 27.5 days. The Sun and 
Moon also move very slowly along the zodia-
cal ring anti-clockwise, then together with the 
Sun and Moon, the zodiac rotates along the 
astrolabe every day by one clockwise rotation.
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DETAILS OF THE CLOCK’S STONE SCULPTURED ORNAMENTATION
The face of the mechanical part of the clock is also enhanced by intricately worked stone ornamentation. It parti-
cularly dates from the Late Gothic changes to the monument and depicts a number of contemporary and typical 
building motifs – fabulous masks, remarkable figures or mythical and real members of the animal kingdom (the 
monkey, cat, dog, frog, owl and other animals).

At the bottom of the astrolabe below the 
line of the horizon is the terrestrial surface 
around us. The red colour below the horizon 
depicts the red sky (aurora) – the colour of 
the sky before the rising of the Sun and after 
its setting. This colour then passes in the dark 
night and is depicted by a black ring.

Four different times
The clock’s astrolabe dial has always illustrat-
ed not just the movements of the Sun, Moon 
and stars across the sky, but also time. During 
the day, i.e. from sunrise to sunset, the golden 
symbol of the Sun together with the golden 
hand, indicates the time by unequal, so-called 
planetary hours while moving across the 
astrolabe. Then, throughout the day and night, 
the golden hand also indicates Old Czech 
Time counted from the moment that the Sun 
sets. It is marked on the rotating ring on the 
circumference of the astrolabe by the golden 
Gothic numerals 1-24. This special time, 
which has twenty-four equally long hours, 
was introduced to Czech lands from Italy by 
emperor Charles IV half a century before the 
astronomical clock was built. This natural 
division of the day, originally called Italian 
time, later in Czech lands also Old Czech 
Time, was first indicated by the clock not just 
by the Sun raffia, but also by striking out the 
number of these hours every hour on a cim-
balom. It sent out the message of the actual 
time into the Old Town streets in this manner.

The Old Czech Time is indicated by the clock 
to this day. Up until the clock’s fire in May 
1945, the clock also chimed out the number 
of hours of Old Czech Time. Based on this, 
it also triggered the walking of the apostles 
every Old Czech hour until sunset. Today, the 
walking of the apostles passes through the 
open doorway at the current hour, civic time, 
Central European Time and, according to this 
time, the chiming machine also strikes the 
number of hours. Given that it then strikes 
using the original chiming machine of the 
Old Czech Time, the Old Town Astronomical 
Clock is the only outdoor clock in Prague that 
strikes midnight twenty-four times instead of 
twelve times. But the apostles do not leave 
the doorways, their final walk takes place at 

the eleventh evening hour and then they have 
their well-earned rest until nine o’clock in the 
morning.

Besides the Old Czech Time counted from 
sunset, the symbol of the Sun also shows the 
already mentioned time counted from sunrise 
to the moment of sunset. There are twelve 
such hours. They are marked in black Arabic 
numerals from 1 to 12 and divide the light 
day into twelve equal parts. These are called 
the planetary hours, or temporal, Babylonian 
or Jewish hours, but also not the same or 
unequal hours; unequal because the light day 
is different in length in winter and different 
in length in summer. In winter, at around the 
time of the solstice, the Sun rises at about 
today’s eight o’clock in the morning of Central 
European Time and sets at four o’clock in 
the afternoon. The light day is therefore only 
eight hours long and one twelfth from sunrise 
to sunset, therefore one planetary hour has a 
mere forty minutes in the winter. In summer 
one such unequal or planetary hour lasts 
twice as long, i.e. eighty minutes. In other 
words, the Sun already rises at four o’clock in 
the morning and does not set till eight o’clock 
in the evening. 

The planetary hours were also used for the 
purpose of astrology. Each planetary hour 
was dedicated to a different ruling planet, but 
this dedication changed regularly every day in 
the week and a table was written up above the 
doorways of the apostles to correctly deter-
mine the currently ruling planets. Depending 
on the position of the Sun on the clock, it was 
possible to make astrological predictions of 
earthly events or determine the best time for 
receiving medical treatment, perhaps even 
for the very popular and widely practised 
bloodletting. Astrology was part of life, and 
although it principally contradicted Christian 
theology, it was more or less tolerated by the 
Church. Sometimes it was even recognised 
and practised by some Catholic dignitaries. 

Since the mid-16th century, the clock has been 
showing currently used hours – these are the 
12 hours counted from midnight and 12 hours 
commencing at midday. They are marked with 
golden Roman numerals along the circumfer-
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TABLE WITH SYMBOLS OF CELESTIAL BODIES
An auxiliary table used to be part of the clock. It determined which planet ruled at what hour and was used for 
astrological purposes.  Sun  Venus  Mercury  Moon  Saturn  Jupiter  Mars

DESCRIPTION OF THE CLOCK’S ASTROLABE
The astronomical dial of the Prague Astronomical Clock shows four different times. The Gothic numerals on its 
circumference (1) are used to subtract the Old Czech Time which is shown by the golden hand (A). The Arabic nu-
merals on the blue part (2) represent planetary time which is determined by the position of the Sun’s intersection 
(B) and the outer circumference of the zodiac. Using the Roman numerals (3), we then subtract “semi-astronomi-
cal” and sidereal hours – while the “semi-astronomical” time is indicated by the golden hand (A), the indicator of 
the sidereal time is the golden star (C). 

CALENDAR
Besides the big circular astrolabe with an 
outer diameter of 306 cm, the clock also 
contains a smaller circular calendar with a di-
ameter of almost 270 cm located below. The 
calendar plate is a moving, rotating calendar. 
From the start it has shown what particular 

day was dedicated to what saint. The names 
of saints are written out along the circumfer-
ence of the plate where there is also the serial 
number of the day in the month, Sunday 
letter and the syllable of the “cisiojanus”. The 
Sunday letter shows which of the seven days 
of the week it is. Individual days are marked 
on the calendar with the phones a to g. All 
that was needed to be determined was which 

date was the first Sunday after the New Year 
and the letter that was shown on this January 
date, and such a letter then marked all the 
Sundays on the calendar plate throughout 
the year. The cisiojanus means a rhymed text 
from which, when memorised, it was easy to 
determine the names and feast dates of the 
most significant saints and important days of 
the year. The calendar plate did not come to 
exist in this form until after 1866. The original 
calendar plate above all contained the names 
of saints, so the date was noted according 
to the feasts of the most important of them. 

Even the burgomaster’s charter declaring the 
construction of the astronomical clock by 
clockmaker Mikuláš of Kadaň in 1410 is dated 
“Thursday before Saint Havel”. 

Today the calendar plate mounted on the 
clock is the one painted in 1866 by Josef 
Mánes, more precisely – it is its copy. Josef 
Mánes was a prominent Czech painter, born 
directly in Prague’s Old Town in 1820. He was 
a representative of Czech Romanticism, but 
above all the founder of Czech national art 
which soon became a model for painters of 

A

B

C

3

2 1
ence of the astrolabe. These hours have been 
called “German” or “semi-astronomical” since 
being introduced to the clock.

In 1865, the sidereal time indicator was added 
to the clock. This sidereal time is used in 
astronomy. The small golden star fixed to the 
zodiac not altogether understandably indi-
cates this time. Its rotation around the astro-
labe lasts one sidereal day – i.e. 23 hours and 
56 minutes. The sidereal time is then shown 
in hours that passed from the time when the 
small star was at the top position on the dial 
– i.e. at numeral XII. During its rotation, the 
small star gradually first indicates the first 
12 hours by twelve golden Roman numerals 

on the right side of the astrolabe, just as the 
golden hand shows the “semi-astronomical” 
time, but the value of twelve, i.e. the number 
of all hours of the first half of the sidereal day, 
must always be added to the next numerals 
on the left side.

The small golden star represents the position 
where the Sun is in the sky when moving 
across the starry sky precisely at the moment 
of the vernal equinox, i.e. around 20 March. 
The sidereal time therefore indicates the 
position of the starry sky with respect to the 
observer at the location concerned on Earth, 
in this case in Prague.
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MÁNES’ ORIGINAL CALENDAR PLATE
In its present appearance, the calendar has formed a part of the Prague Astronomical Clock since 1866. It bears 
the names of the saints (1) for each day of the year, states the serial number of the days of the month and the 
Sunday letter (2), then written along its circumference are the syllables of the cisiojanus (3) – a rhyme as an aid to 
help remember important days of the year. The plate illustrates scenes of rural life typical for each month of the 
year (4) and the figural motifs depict the signs of the zodiac (5). The historical emblem of Prague’s Old Town (6) is 
placed in the centre of the plate.

the National Theatre generation. The original 
calendar plate was later moved to the Prague 
City Museum. Mánes’ calendar plate replaced 
the previous plate whose approximate copy 
has been preserved on an engraving by paint-
er Wilhelm Kandler based on a drawing by 
Alois Czermak of 1836.

It is interesting to note that Josef Mánes 
painted the calendar plate despite being 
offered half the fee he had requested, and his 
friend, sculptor Josef Worlíček, warned him of 

a superstition that according to an old legend 
“he who works on the astronomical clock will 
go mad or die in a short time”. This is how an 
important work appeared which later influ-
enced the work of many other Czech painters. 
However, the old legend which Mánes’ old 
friend had warned him about really did come 
true a short time later. In December of 1871, 
Mánes succumbed to a progressive mental 
illness which was evidently the result of an 
untreated inflammation in the head of this 
ingenious painter. 

HISTORICAL DEPICTION OF THE ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK
The picture from the Prague City Archives shows the engraving by Wilhelm Kandler of the astronomical clock as it 
appeared in 1836. The older version of the calendar plate is apparent here which was replaced by the calendar by 
Josef Mánes in 1866 or the zodiac of the astrolabe still in its figural form.

1
3

24
5

6
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK 
AND ITS COMPONENTS

Stone ornamentation
The Old Town Astronomical Clock is literally 
covered in stone ornamentation, not just in 
the form of typical Gothic pinnacles, but also 
other architectural details or richly figural 
ornamentation. These were originally execut-
ed by the stonemasons of Parléř’s workshop. 
Petr Parléř was one of the most prominent 
European architects, sculptors and builders of 
the High Gothic period. He came to Bohemia 
as a very young man in the early 1350s at 
the invitation of king Charles IV. His building 
workshop subsequently created monumental 
works there. Petr Parléř played an important 
role in the construction of St. Vitus Cathedral 
and Charles Bridge in Prague. He was also the 
builder of Karlštejn Castle and St. Barbara’s 
Church in Kutná Hora. But Petr Parléř was 
not just a builder, he was also an excellent 
sculptor. After his death in 1399, his workshop 
continued to operate in Bohemia right up to 
the outbreak of the Hussite Revolution. The 
Hussite Wars were probably also the cause 
of the disappearance of a considerable part 
of the astronomical clock’s ornamentation. 
The execution of the leader of the radical wing 
of the Hussites – priest Jan Želivský – by 
the Old Town councillors in the courtyard of 
the Old Town Hall in early 1422, gave rise to 
retaliatory acts of violence by his followers 
on the building of the town hall which could 
not remain without consequences. Most of 
Parléř’s ornamentation was then replaced by 
Late Gothic ornamentation produced in the 
late 15th century probably by the workshop 
of Matěj Rejsek, a city sculptor and builder. 
His Late Gothic ornamentation is themati-
cally greatly focused on alchemy, therefore 
the intricate sacred symbolism may appear 
today’s observer very difficult to understand. 
However, part of Parléř’s ornamentation has 
been preserved on the jamb of the astrolabe. 
Perhaps the angel (probably a guardian angel) 
that is installed at the top of the astronomical 

clock dates back to this period. The angel on 
the ledge points down with the index finger of 
its right hand as a reminder of God’s concern 
for all earth’s pilgrims.

Mechanism 
of the astronomical clock
The ancient clock mechanism rotates the 
Sun, Moon and the stars to this day inside the 
stone structure, behind the astrolabe of the 
astronomical clock. The Prague Astronom-
ical Clock is the oldest clock in the world to 
contain the miraculously preserved original 
mechanism. Over the centuries it faced many 
risks of being destroyed, was modified several 
times, but, despite all the modifications, the 
original mechanism survived and still works.

The very first mechanism wasn’t too compli-
cated. It consisted only of a pointing machine 
with a verge or crown wheel escapement 
as the drive controller, from the shift of the 
rotation from the gear train of the pointing 
machine for the raffia of the Sun, Moon and 
zodiac and from the ringing machine. The 
shift of the rotating parts of the astrolabe, 
the Sun, Moon and zodiac was executed very 
simply here – by a single common pinion with 
24 teeth. The pinion rotated the Sun, Moon 
and zodiac using three large wheels fitted to 
concentric shafts. The ringing machine only 
rang for a short time before the chiming ma-
chine was set in motion. It rang out a warning 
that in a moment the chiming machine would 
begin to strike the number of hours and to 
carefully count how many strikes would ring 
out. The chiming machine which would be 
set in motion was not, however, located in the 
clock. Formerly it was located a little higher 
above the town hall chapel on the bottom 
floor of the tower. This was the remains of the 
former very old clock mechanism, perhaps 
dating from the 1360s which at the time the 
clock was constructed, was no longer in full 
working order because of its bad condi-
tion. The creator of the astronomical clock, 
Mikuláš of Kadaň, then used his frame, into 
which he constructed and fitted new wheels. 
The chiming machine was then set in motion 

GUARDIAN ANGEL
The statue of the stone angel is one of the oldest parts of the astronomical clock’s stone ornamentation – it 
probably comes from Petr Parléř’s workshop. The photograph from the Prague City Archives shows how it 
looked before World War Two. After the fire of the Old Town Hall in 1945, it was replaced by a copy and the 
original statue, which was considerably damaged, is missing to this day. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK 
AND ITS COMPONENTS
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remotely by a wire from the clock’s mecha-
nism and after being set in motion it struck 
the cimbalom the same number of times as 
was the number of hours.

Creation of the astronomical clock
Over the past six centuries, the face of the 
clock has been modified many times. In about 
1558, it received a new Renaissance canopy 
with one doorway in the centre of a brick 
extension, newly built behind the stone angel. 
At this time, the mechanism was maintained 
by clockmaster Jan Táborský. He looked after 
the clock from 1552 to 1556 and then from 
1560 to 1570. He left behind a hand-written 
book of sixteen parchments describing his 
problems with the clock, all the repairs and 
new additions he had made to the monument. 

It was he who was the first to present the 
assumption that the clock was constructed 
by Master Hanuš in about 1490. He was con-
cerned about the fact that such an important 
monument had an unknown creator and that 

it was not even known when the clock had 
been built. This assumption then took on a life 
of its own. Priest and historian Bohuslav Bal-
bín developed the legend by turning Master 
Hanuš into a prominent astronomer of Prague 
University, and popular tales then related to 
how town councillors had the creator of the 
clock, Master Hanuš, blinded so he could not 
build another such wonderful and remarkable 
masterpiece anywhere else. Both tales are no 
doubt made up, but Master Hanuš (Jan Růže) 
really did work on the clock at this time. He 
lived nearby in Jilská Street and was called 
the “clockmaster of the lords of Prague’s 
Old Town”. We may not know if he had made 
and left behind any changes, but it is certain 
that he repaired and maintained the clock 
in working order. We can find more stories 
about the origin of the clock in history. The 
famous Czech archivist, writer and poet of the 
19th century, Karel Jaromír Erben, quoted his 
contemporary, historian Řehoř Volný, when 
he stated that the “father and master of the 
Prague Astronomical Clock was Anton Pohl, 
born Saxon”. One must also not overlook the 

“REPORT ON THE PRAGUE ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK” BY JAN TÁBORSKÝ
Jan Táborský devoted a great part of his life to caring for the Prague Astronomical Clock. The written work of 
1570 he left behind is the first historical document providing a technical description of the monument. Today, the 
book is stored in the collections of the Prague City Archives.

popular tale about a blind youth who was to 
have built the clock sometime in the distant 
past. 

Today there is the prevailing widespread 
opinion of Zdeněk Horský, a notable expert 
in the history of the astronomical clock, who 
in 1967, stated that the main creator of the 
clock was Jan Šindel, a professor at Charles 
University. According to his calculations, royal 
clockmaker Mikuláš of Kadaň then merely 
constructed the clock. But the assumption 

about Jan Šindel’s contribution to the crea-
tion of the clock is not based on any credible 
source and is contradicted by many facts. It 
is the very text of the burgomaster’s charter 
of 1410 that has survived in a transcription 
and states as the clock’s builder to be “Master 
Mikuláš of Kadaň, the sworn master of our 
clock” as well as also writing that “said Master 
Mikuláš, apart from his skill and the natural 
sense for this town and the honesty of the 
whole community, produced an astrolabe”. 
The actual construction of the astrolabe of 

DETAILS OF THE METALWORK FROM THE ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK’S MECHANISM
The clock’s mechanism is proof of the precision metalwork of the medieval period and further centuries.
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VIEW OF THE INSIDE OF THE ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK
This technical jewel is housed inside the stone annex of the town hall tower. This is the ancient mechanism of the 
Prague Astronomical Clock. Its basic clockwork mechanism was constructed by clockmaker Mikuláš of Kadaň as 
early as 1410. Today the Old Town Astronomical Clock is the oldest working clock of its kind in the world.

the worst human deadly sins – pride, greed 
and envy. 

The allegories of the sins are complemented 
by three statues on the bottom row, as the 
opposite to the statues above representing 
the most beautiful human virtues – kindness, 
charity and humility. The statues are wearing 
oriental dress so none of the allegories of the 
vices could be considered possible carica-
tures of prominent contemporaries of the 
time. Apart from the calendar plate in the 
spot where Archangel Michael stands today 
holding a shield and sword, at the end of the 
18th century the figure of Chronos stood there 
as an allegory of eternal time, as the counter-
part of the allegory of Death and, in contrast, 
recalling the time reserved for human life. 
The silhouette of his likeness, recalling an old 
man, can be seen on some of the historical 
effigies of the Old Town Hall. It is likely that 
in view of the statue’s poor condition, today’s 
statue of the Archangel Michael, the guardian 
of the south gate of Heaven, was erected in its 
place. Originally it stood on the town’s guard-
house and, after this was demolished, it was 
moved to the astronomical clock.

Statues of the apostles
An important event in the history of the astro-
nomical clock must have been the mounting 
of the apostles on the mechanism. We also 
have no records of this event, but we know 
from the book of historian Bohuslav Balbín of 
1682 that here “there are no feigned games 
or trifles, old women dancing with Death, no 
cherubs playing on violins (…) and no male and 
female figures take to the floor to be admired 
by boys and wilful children and farmers bring-
ing straw and timber to town”. So, the apostles 
could not have already been installed there in 
the late 17th century.

In contrast, the travelogue of Emanuel Swe-
denborg of 1733 in the sections describing 
the astronomical clock already mentions “var-
ious statues here and there on plinths and in 
the doorways”. Therefore, it can be assumed 
that the apostles must have been mounted 
on the clock sometime between 1680 and 

1733. It is not exactly clear when this came 
about. This could have been in the summer of 
1723 on the occasion of the coronation of the 
highly devout Catholic, emperor Charles VI, 
as the Bohemian king. He was spending four 
months in Bohemia at the time, apart from 
Empress Elisabeth Christine he was also ac-
companied by his six-year-old daughter, Maria 
Theresa. The Old Town councillors and above 
all burgomaster Jan Kašpar Prandt evidently 
needed to improve the hitherto very atheistic 
and alchemistic ornamentation of the clock 
by a significant Catholic theme which became 
the motif of the apostles.

During the 19th century, the original statues of 
the apostles gradually disappeared some-
where. Three of them – St. Peter, St. Paul and 
Christ – were later found and passed on to the 
collections of the Prague City Museum. The 
missing statues were replaced in 1865 with 
new apostles. Their creator became Eduard 
Veselý, a prominent sculptor of the second 
half of the 19th century. At the present time, 
the apostles on the clock are the third in a row 
to be made. They were sculpted by sculptor 
and puppeteer Vojtěch Sucharda in 1948 as 
a replacement for Eduard Veselý’s apostles 
burnt on 8 May 1945 in the final hours of 
World War Two.

Modern day events
In 1864 and 1865 the astronomical clock 
underwent one of the biggest repairs in its 
existence. At the time, after many previous 
centuries, it was put out of operation so it 
could be reconstructed because of its poor 
condition. The clock was sensitively restored 
keeping in mind that it was a unique historical 
monument. The craftsmen of the time pre-
served the original mechanism of the clock 
and only made changes to it that they con-
sidered essential. Its rather inaccurate verge 
or crown escapement as the drive controller 
was removed and replaced with a highly 
accurate chronometer. It is this that makes 
sure the gear train turns by one minute every 
minute. The clock’s astrolabe plate, originally 
riveted from rectangular metal plates, was 
replaced with a newly made one together with 

this archaic type was not really that complex 
and does not match the precise construction 
of an astronomical astrolabe. Therefore, the 
differences from that of the theoretically 
accurate size of the tropics that appear on 
the clock seriously question mathematician 
and astronomer Jan Šindel’s contribution to 
the work. Horský’s theory also overlooks the 
extraordinary skills of clockmaster Mikuláš of 
Kadaň, who could not have been awarded his 
title without the necessary education and ex-
pertise as well as the craftsmanship required 
to build the astronomical clock’s mechanism 
and the astrolabe. 

Sculptured ornamentation
In 1659, after the Thirty Years’ War, new 

Baroque wooden statues were added to the 
face of the astronomical clock when it was 
undergoing repairs. Three of these, which are 
moving statues, were mounted on a corbel 
on the top row where they were added to the 
most significant of the polychromed statues 
– Death. The smiling skeleton is an allegory 
of blissful death followed by salvation and 
the statues nods its head to such death. 
Each hour of the turn of the sandglass it 
symbolically stops the passage of time and 
Death ringing out is a reminder that the time 
measured out to us all will unavoidably expire 
one day. And death which will catch up with 
us one day should not be a sad one followed 
by damnation at the Last Judgement and 
being condemned to Hell. The other statues 
at the top represent the allegories of three of 



1312 ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK

VIEW OF THE INSIDE OF THE ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK
This technical jewel is housed inside the stone annex of the town hall tower. This is the ancient mechanism of the 
Prague Astronomical Clock. Its basic clockwork mechanism was constructed by clockmaker Mikuláš of Kadaň as 
early as 1410. Today the Old Town Astronomical Clock is the oldest working clock of its kind in the world.
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1723 on the occasion of the coronation of the 
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as the Bohemian king. He was spending four 
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Baroque wooden statues were added to the 
face of the astronomical clock when it was 
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on the top row where they were added to the 
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HISTORICAL STATUES
The photograph from the Prague City Archives shows two statues – the allegories of Humility and Kindness – 
before the repair of the clock in 1911. Later, the carver Sucharda placed a book and a quill pen with a scroll in the 
hand altering the symbolism of the statues – the personification of Humility became the Chronicler and that of 
Kindness became the Scribe.
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OVERVIEW OF STATUES FROM THE CLOCK FACE
Baroque statues as allegories of human vices and virtues were mounted on the front of the clock in the 17th 
century. Some of the statues were altered in the 20th century by sculptor Vojtěch Sucharda – he placed new 
attributes in their hands altering their original meaning.
1 – Coxcomb (originally the allegory of Pride)  2 – allegory of Greed  3 – Death  4 – Hedonist (originally the 
allegory of Envy) 5 – Scribe (originally the allegory of Kindness)  6 – Archangel Michael  7 – Stargazer (originally 
the allegory of Charity)  8 – Chronicler (originally the allegory of Humility)
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ORIGINAL ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK APOSTLES
The very first apostles probably appeared on the clock before the mid 18th century. The baroque statues later 
disappeared somewhere, only three of them – Christ (1), St. Peter (2) and St. Paul (3) – can be found today in the 
collections of the Prague City Museum.

EDUARD VESELÝ’S APOSTLES
The missing Baroque statues of the twelve apostles were replaced during the major repair of the astronomical 
clock in 1865 by Neo-gothic figures which were the work of sculptor Eduard Veselý. They remained inside the 
clock until 1945 – when they were engulfed in flames as the result of the Old Town Hall being fired upon by the 
Nazis. Photos of some of them have been preserved in the Prague City Archives.
A – Christ B – St. Peter  C – St. James the Less  D – St. James the Great  E – St. Andrew  F – St. Paul 
G – St. Matthew 
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new raffias and zodiac. The original zodiac 
with painted figures of the zodiac signs was 
replaced by a new zodiac, however in error, 
by the dimension of the circle that is equal to 
the circle of the equator on the astrolabe, i.e. 
being considerably smaller. To correct the 
error, in 1866 they attached a hoop steel ring 
of the correct diameter to the circumference 
of the zodiac circle to which dividers sepa-
rating the circumference of the zodiac circle 
every five degrees were then added in 1882. 
So, this error resulted in the characteristic 
and beautiful detail of the clock – the golden 
“ladder” around the zodiac.

In 1882, a golden cock was added to the clock 
that crows, flaps its wings three times and 
simultaneously bends its head back three 
times after the walk of the apostles.

Today it is difficult for us to imagine that the 
entire clock and its stone ornamentation were 
originally polychromed. The colours eventually 
disappeared from the stone ornamentation 
because they were not restored in recent 
centuries. This was due to the imperial edict of 
emperor Joseph II who by his decree banned 
the polychromisation of statues. Today the re-
mains of the red and ochre colours can only be 
found in the hidden corners of the stone jamb.

in line with the spirit of the time and these 
would move in various ways. He considered 
the original Baroque statues on the face 
of the clock to be in bad taste – perhaps 
because he did not understand their primary 
significance at all. Fortunately, however, his 
proposed modifications were not carried out. 
Great credit must go to the historian, Václav 
Vojtíšek, for saving the astronomical clock 
as he managed to push through the plan to 
have the old rare clock repaired and restored 
to its condition before the fire. Because it had 
been destroyed by fire, the canopy with the 
spire above the clock was rebuilt, the stone 
ornamentation was repaired and new copies 
were made of the wooden Baroque statues 
from the front of the clock. Vojtěch Sucharda 
may not have been successful with the idea 
of rebuilding the clock, but he is the author of 
the new, post-war apostles which he carved 
according to his own designs. The clock’s 

mechanism was repaired and received a new 
drive. This new mechanism ensured weights 
lifted by electric motors and suspended by 
chains on sprocket wheels mounted on a 
shaft in the place of the original rope drums. 
But this drive system was removed during 
the reconstruction in 2018. At the time the 
clock’s mechanism was not only restored, 
cleaned from corrosion and layers of paint, 
but its original drive was restored too. So, it 
has been fitted with old-new stone weights 
suspended on hemp ropes that turn the 
restored wooden rope drums.

The Prague Astronomical Clock is unques-
tionably the most visited and admired astro-
nomical clock in the world. Every hour several 
hundred tourists from all over the world stand 
in front and wait for the walk of the apostles. 
Every year it is seen by millions of admirers.

COMPARISON OF TWO VERSIONS OF THE ZODIAC
To this day the depositary of the Prague City Museum houses the zodiac from the Prague Astronomical Clock’s 
astrolabe with the painted figures of the zodiac signs. In 1866 it was replaced by a new version where the zodiac 
signs are depicted by their astronomical symbols. This zodiac circle with its characteristic golden ladder running 
along the circumference is the most iconic feature of the clock today.

WEIGHTS AND ROPE DRUMS OF THE 
CLOCK’S DRIVE
In 2018 the entire clock underwent major reconstruc-
tion work. The repairs, which lasted nine months, 
restored the original drive to the mechanism – these 
are weights suspended on hemp ropes that turn the 
wooden drums.

OLD TOWN HALL IN MAY 1945
A photograph from the Prague City Archives showing 
the destruction caused to the Prague Town Hall and 
its astronomical clock on 8 May 1945. The ancient 
building was fired upon by the Nazis and was heavily 
damaged. While a large part of the damaged town hall 
was demolished after the war, the clock was recon-
structed to its historical appearance.

The mid 20th century turned out to be the most 
fateful for the Old Town Astronomical Clock 
in its entire history. In the final hours of World 
War Two, on the morning of 8 May 1945, the 
clock and the entire town hall building were 
heavily damaged by a huge fire. This was 
caused by artillery fire battering the building 
and its tower mainly from the edge of Letná 
Plain. The fire reached the clock from the 
adjacent chapel – the flames first reached the 
wooden apostles and then continued down to 
the very mechanism of the clock. 

The wooden floors below the apostles and 
the clock’s mechanism burned up so the 
entire mechanism ended up surrounded by 
a pile of burning beams and the ruins of the 
apostle figures, while the mechanism’s brass 
bearings flowed out due to the heat.

When part of the burnt-out town hall was 
demolished after the war, it was planned to 
build a completely new modern astronomical 
clock. Sculptor Vojtěch Sucharda intended to 
mount sixteen new statues all over the clock 
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OVERVIEW OF TODAY’S APOSTLES
The statues of the twelve apostles that decorate the Prague Astronomical Clock were sculpted after the war. They 
have been part of the clock’s mechanism since 1948. They were created by carver Vojtěch Sucharda according to 
his own design.
1 – St. Philip  2 – St. Matthias  3 – St. Peter  4 – St. Bartholomew  5 – St. Simon  6 – St. Paul  7 – St. James the 
Less  8 – St. Andrew  9 – St. Judas Thaddeus  10 – St. Barnabas  11 – St. John  12 – St. Thomas
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CHRONOLOGY OF THE CLOCK
14th century – construction of the town hall tower
The construction of the town hall tower was underway. After its completion, not known 
when, the machine for chiming out every hour was built into the tower. However, after 
the astronomical clock was constructed in 1410 by Mikuláš of Kadaň, the entire chiming 
mechanism was not yet in full working order. The clockmaker had to modify it – he made new 
gears for the chiming machine and it was newly set in motion remotely by a wire from the 
astronomical clock’s mechanism.

1410 – creation of the Prague Astronomical Clock
The burgomaster’s charter of 9 October 1410 declared the completion of the clock by 
clockmaker Mikuláš of Kadaň.

1475 – 1497 – Late Gothic modifications to the clock
Master Hanuš (Jan Růže) works on the clock. The builder and sculptor Matěj Rejsek carried out 
new stone ornamentation of the clock face in the style of Jagiellonian Gothic.

1552 – 1570 – clockmaster Jan Táborský
Jan Táborský entered the history books by becoming one of the most prominent Prague 
clockmasters. He looked after the clock for virtually two decades (from 1556 – 1560 being 
temporarily replaced as clockmaster by Václav Tobiáš).

about 1558 – a canopy above the clock
A canopy with a spire and doorway were built above the clock and two sundials appeared on 
pillars next to the clock.

1629 – the chiming machine moved from the tower to the clock
The chiming machine was moved and mounted to the side of the clock mechanism from the 
tower which until that time had struck a bell after being actuated by a wire drawbar from the 
clock.

1659 – Baroque statues mounted on the front 
Wooden statues were mounted on the face of the clock. They were probably sculpted by 
someone from the circle of Jan Jiří Bendl – a sculptor who was the creator of the Marian 
Column erected in 1652 on Old Town Square.

1723 – apostles on the clock
Perhaps it was at this time, on the occasion of the coronation of Charles VI as Bohemian king, 
that the apostles first appeared on the clock.

1787 – monument on the verge of demolition
When the historical four Prague city quarters were merged in 1784, the Old Town Hall was 
extended and rebuilt. The clock was not working so it was to be sold as old metal scrap. It was 
deputy burgomaster Fischer who saved it from destruction.

1791 – the clock was repaired by Ferdinand Londensperger

1824 – stagnation of the clock
Between 1824 and 1838 the clock was only set in motion during feasts. The clock was never 
wound up after the start of the great Neo-gothic reconstruction of the town hall in 1838.

1842 – the threat of the end of the clock is imminent again 
Cracks appeared on the tower of the Old Town Hall because of the Neo-gothic reconstruction 
of the building, so the city’s governorship ordered the dismantling of the tower. However, it also 
discussed the possibility of saving the tower.

1846 – the clock is preserved
The disturbed oldest structural parts of the town hall were reinforced. So, it was finally 
confirmed that the clock and the tower would be preserved. This simultaneously involved the 
restoration of the entire clock face.

1864 – 1865 – major repair of the clock
The clock had not been working at all since 1838. Now it was decided to repair it. The 
entire mechanism was dismantled on 1 September 1864 and moved to a workshop. Some 
modifications were made to it, but the original mechanism was preserved as a whole. The verge 
or crown escapement – the old, original drive controller – was replaced and a new accurate 
chronometer made according to the drawings of constructer Romuald Božek. Sculptor Eduard 
Veselý carved the new apostles and their chamber got new doorways. Two clocks with a 
translucent, backlit dial were produced for the side of the astronomical clock by the company 
L. Hainz.

1866 – new calendar
Painter Josef Mánes created a new calendar for the Old Town Astronomical Clock.

1880 – next restoration of the clock
The big restoration of the tower began in November. The clock and apostles were dismantled 
by L. Hainz and moved to a workshop. The repaired mechanism was put back into operation on 
31 December 1882. The original Mánes’ calendar was replaced with a copy by painter Emanuel 
Krescenc Liška. Every five degrees, dividers were mounted on the zodiac circle giving rise to 
the characteristic golden “ladder” around its circumference. A cock was made and placed 
in the opening above the doorways of the apostles. It was made by František Kamberský, an 
employee of L. Hainz.

1911 – alteration of the Baroque statues and restoration of the clock
Sculptor Vojtěch Sucharda altered the statues on the face of the clock – the Turk at the bottom 
of the face had a quill pen and scroll placed in his hand and the Turk on the right of Death 
came to hold a lute. Thus, the original meaning of the statues was inappropriately altered 
– the allegory of Kindness became the “Scribe” and the personification of Envy became the 
“Hedonist”. The stone features of the clock were restored and the calendar repaired. The 
clock’s mechanism was dismantled and reassembled. The clock lost the remains of the 
sundials which were removed.

MECHANICAL COCK
This is the appearance of the original cock from the Old 
Town Astronomical Clock. It has decorated the front of the 
monument since 1882. Its purpose is clear – its crowing 
and individual movements signal the end of the walk of the 
twelve apostles on the hour. But it is also the symbol of the 
birth of a new day – it scares away death and night demons.



2322 ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK

CHRONOLOGY OF THE CLOCK
14th century – construction of the town hall tower
The construction of the town hall tower was underway. After its completion, not known 
when, the machine for chiming out every hour was built into the tower. However, after 
the astronomical clock was constructed in 1410 by Mikuláš of Kadaň, the entire chiming 
mechanism was not yet in full working order. The clockmaker had to modify it – he made new 
gears for the chiming machine and it was newly set in motion remotely by a wire from the 
astronomical clock’s mechanism.

1410 – creation of the Prague Astronomical Clock
The burgomaster’s charter of 9 October 1410 declared the completion of the clock by 
clockmaker Mikuláš of Kadaň.

1475 – 1497 – Late Gothic modifications to the clock
Master Hanuš (Jan Růže) works on the clock. The builder and sculptor Matěj Rejsek carried out 
new stone ornamentation of the clock face in the style of Jagiellonian Gothic.

1552 – 1570 – clockmaster Jan Táborský
Jan Táborský entered the history books by becoming one of the most prominent Prague 
clockmasters. He looked after the clock for virtually two decades (from 1556 – 1560 being 
temporarily replaced as clockmaster by Václav Tobiáš).

about 1558 – a canopy above the clock
A canopy with a spire and doorway were built above the clock and two sundials appeared on 
pillars next to the clock.

1629 – the chiming machine moved from the tower to the clock
The chiming machine was moved and mounted to the side of the clock mechanism from the 
tower which until that time had struck a bell after being actuated by a wire drawbar from the 
clock.

1659 – Baroque statues mounted on the front 
Wooden statues were mounted on the face of the clock. They were probably sculpted by 
someone from the circle of Jan Jiří Bendl – a sculptor who was the creator of the Marian 
Column erected in 1652 on Old Town Square.

1723 – apostles on the clock
Perhaps it was at this time, on the occasion of the coronation of Charles VI as Bohemian king, 
that the apostles first appeared on the clock.

1787 – monument on the verge of demolition
When the historical four Prague city quarters were merged in 1784, the Old Town Hall was 
extended and rebuilt. The clock was not working so it was to be sold as old metal scrap. It was 
deputy burgomaster Fischer who saved it from destruction.

1791 – the clock was repaired by Ferdinand Londensperger

1824 – stagnation of the clock
Between 1824 and 1838 the clock was only set in motion during feasts. The clock was never 
wound up after the start of the great Neo-gothic reconstruction of the town hall in 1838.

1842 – the threat of the end of the clock is imminent again 
Cracks appeared on the tower of the Old Town Hall because of the Neo-gothic reconstruction 
of the building, so the city’s governorship ordered the dismantling of the tower. However, it also 
discussed the possibility of saving the tower.

1846 – the clock is preserved
The disturbed oldest structural parts of the town hall were reinforced. So, it was finally 
confirmed that the clock and the tower would be preserved. This simultaneously involved the 
restoration of the entire clock face.

1864 – 1865 – major repair of the clock
The clock had not been working at all since 1838. Now it was decided to repair it. The 
entire mechanism was dismantled on 1 September 1864 and moved to a workshop. Some 
modifications were made to it, but the original mechanism was preserved as a whole. The verge 
or crown escapement – the old, original drive controller – was replaced and a new accurate 
chronometer made according to the drawings of constructer Romuald Božek. Sculptor Eduard 
Veselý carved the new apostles and their chamber got new doorways. Two clocks with a 
translucent, backlit dial were produced for the side of the astronomical clock by the company 
L. Hainz.

1866 – new calendar
Painter Josef Mánes created a new calendar for the Old Town Astronomical Clock.

1880 – next restoration of the clock
The big restoration of the tower began in November. The clock and apostles were dismantled 
by L. Hainz and moved to a workshop. The repaired mechanism was put back into operation on 
31 December 1882. The original Mánes’ calendar was replaced with a copy by painter Emanuel 
Krescenc Liška. Every five degrees, dividers were mounted on the zodiac circle giving rise to 
the characteristic golden “ladder” around its circumference. A cock was made and placed 
in the opening above the doorways of the apostles. It was made by František Kamberský, an 
employee of L. Hainz.

1911 – alteration of the Baroque statues and restoration of the clock
Sculptor Vojtěch Sucharda altered the statues on the face of the clock – the Turk at the bottom 
of the face had a quill pen and scroll placed in his hand and the Turk on the right of Death 
came to hold a lute. Thus, the original meaning of the statues was inappropriately altered 
– the allegory of Kindness became the “Scribe” and the personification of Envy became the 
“Hedonist”. The stone features of the clock were restored and the calendar repaired. The 
clock’s mechanism was dismantled and reassembled. The clock lost the remains of the 
sundials which were removed.

MECHANICAL COCK
This is the appearance of the original cock from the Old 
Town Astronomical Clock. It has decorated the front of the 
monument since 1882. Its purpose is clear – its crowing 
and individual movements signal the end of the walk of the 
twelve apostles on the hour. But it is also the symbol of the 
birth of a new day – it scares away death and night demons.



24 ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK

1912 – new lights for the side dials
The original gas lights of the side clocks on the astronomical clock were changed to electrical ones.

8 May 1945 – fire of the Old Town Hall
The Old Town Hall was exposed to Nazi attack. The building was battered by artillery fire and 
the structure was engulfed in fire. The Old Town Astronomical Clock and its components were 
seriously hit – the mechanism was damaged, the apostle figures were burned down, the stone 
ornamentation of the face and Liška’s calendar were destroyed.

1945 – 1948 – post-war restoration of the clock
All parts of the clock were dismantled and reconstructed, the clock face and its interior were 
restored. Painter Bohumír Číla produced a new copy of the calendar plate, sculptor Vojtěch 
Sucharda carved new apostles. The Gothic angel between the doorways of the apostle was 
replaced by a copy. The drive of the repaired clock was changed to a self-winding one and the 
lost rope drums of the clock’s mechanism were replaced by sprockets. The chiming machine 
was rebuilt – formerly the chiming according to the Old Czech Time was replaced by the 
chiming according to Central European (Civic) Time.

1966 – further alteration of the Baroque statues
Just as in 1911, sculptor Sucharda altered the attributes of the other statues on the clock 
face. The Turk on the right of the calendar plate had a spyglass placed in his hand whereas 
the adjacent Turk held a book. The allegory of Charity became the “Stargazer” and the 
personification of Humility was transformed into the “Chronicler”.

1993 and 2005 – repair of the clock in a workshop

2018 – general repair of the entire clock
The self-winding drive using weights suspended on chains were removed from the clock and, 
according to a design by clockmaster Petr Skála, the drive was restored in the form of stone 
weights suspended on hemp ropes wound onto new wooden drums. The automatic winding 
mechanism is concealed inside the wooden rope drums. The clock’s stone ornamentation, 
wooden statues of the face and the apostles were completely restored. The stained-glass 
windows in the chamber containing the apostles and the paintwork of the dark blue sky with 
golden stars on the ceiling of the canopy above the doorways of the apostles and in the room 
where the apostles are housed were restored according to historical photographs. Academic 
painter Stanislav Jirčík painted a new copy of the calendar plate – this is the third copy of 
Mánes’ calendar of 1882.

ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK’S 
MECHANISM DURING THE 
REPAIR WORK IN 2018
During the major restoration in 
2018, the astronomical clock’s 
mechanism was completely 
dismantled and moved for full 
restoration to the workshop of the 
clockmaster. The photo on the left 
shows the remarkable view in which 
the mechanism is only visible while 
dismantled outside the clock itself 
– from this angle the mechanism is 
normally hidden by the astronomical 
plate and cannot be seen. The other 
photograph captures an image of 
the mechanism from a different 
angle as normally mounted on the 
Old Town Hall.
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mechanism is concealed inside the wooden rope drums. The clock’s stone ornamentation, 
wooden statues of the face and the apostles were completely restored. The stained-glass 
windows in the chamber containing the apostles and the paintwork of the dark blue sky with 
golden stars on the ceiling of the canopy above the doorways of the apostles and in the room 
where the apostles are housed were restored according to historical photographs. Academic 
painter Stanislav Jirčík painted a new copy of the calendar plate – this is the third copy of 
Mánes’ calendar of 1882.

ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK’S 
MECHANISM DURING THE 
REPAIR WORK IN 2018
During the major restoration in 
2018, the astronomical clock’s 
mechanism was completely 
dismantled and moved for full 
restoration to the workshop of the 
clockmaster. The photo on the left 
shows the remarkable view in which 
the mechanism is only visible while 
dismantled outside the clock itself 
– from this angle the mechanism is 
normally hidden by the astronomical 
plate and cannot be seen. The other 
photograph captures an image of 
the mechanism from a different 
angle as normally mounted on the 
Old Town Hall.

Name: Prague Astronomical Clock
Text: Prague City Tourism, Petr Skála
Photos: Prague City Tourism, Prague City Hall, Prague 
City Archives, Prague City Museum, Martin Frouz
Layout: Touch Branding
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Prague A city of magic and romance, a gem of architecture down the centuries; full of captivating ambience, resounding with the melodies of great composers, but also a modern metropolis pulsating with life; Prague is all these, one of the fi nest cities in the world. In 1992 its historical centre was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List. Area: 496 km2 Population: 1,290,000 Geographical location: 50° 05‘ 19‘‘ North, 14° 25‘ 17‘‘ East, 235 m above sea level (avg.) Time zone: Central European Time (GMT +1) – CET daylight saving time +1 (GMT +2) Climate: Central European, temperate with 4 seasons Vltava River flows through the city for 31 km, widest point 330 m Historical centre: Prague Castle (Hradčany), Lesser Town (Malá Strana), Old Town (Staré Město), New Town (Nové Město) and Vyšehrad Practical information: Emergency phone line: 112 Czech Republic dialling code: +420 x Václav Havel Airport Prague (Letiště Václava Havla Praha) w www.prg.aero, 30 minutes from city centre Airport access: Hlavní nádraží (y C) j Airport Express, trip length approx. 33 minutes Nádraží Veleslavín (y A) j 119, trip length approx. 17 minutes Zličín (y B) j 100, trip length approx. 16 minutes Anděl (y B) j 191, trip length approx. 51 minutes Night bus j 910 Public transport w www.dpp.cz z +420 296 19 18 17 Tourist passes for 24 (t CZK 110) or 72 hours (t CZK 310) Municipal Health centre Prague (Městská poliklinika Praha)  q Spálená 12, Prague 1 z +420 222 924 295 D3 24 hour Pharmacy q Palackého 5, Prague 1 z +420 224 946 982 D3 Currency: Czech koruna (CZK); 1 euro = approx. 26 CZK coins: 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50 CZK banknotes: 100, 200, 500, 1000, 2000, 5000 CZK p Most shops, restaurants, hotels and other services accept major international payment cards. Cash available via a dense network of ATMs. Main Post Offi ce q Jindřišská 14, Prague 1 z +420 954 211 000 w www.ceskaposta.cz daily 2:00–24:00 D3 Public toilets – in all Metro stations, usual opening hours: Mon–Fri 6:00–21:00, Sat–Sun 8:00–20:00, longer at central and connecting stations. Public holidays in the Czech Republic 1 Jan – New Year’s Day, Czech State Day  Good Friday and Easter Monday (moveable feast)  1 May – Labour Day  8 May – Victory Day  5 July – Day of the Slavic missionaries Cyril & Methodius  6 July – Master John Hus Immolation Day  28 Sept – Czech Statehood Day   28 Oct – Czechoslovak State Inception Day  17 Nov – Freedom and Democracy Day  24 Dec – Christmas Eve  25 Dec – Christmas Day   26 Dec – St Stephen’s Day Top Prague Sights Prague Castle (Pražský hrad) q Prague 1 – Hradčany w www.hrad.cz The Prague Castle panorama is one of the most impressive anywhere. One of the largest castle complexes in the world, with historical palaces, church buildings, extensive gardens and picturesque vistas. Prague Castle has for over a thousand years symbolized Czech statehood. Most notable is the Gothic Cathedral of Sts Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert (1344). C2

Charles Bridge (Karlův most) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town, Old Town The oldest and most renowned Prague bridge was built in 1357 by Charles IV. At both ends stand fortifi ed bridge towers – The twin Lesser Town towers and the Old Town tower, which is one of the fi nest gate towers of Gothic Europe. C3 St Nicholas Church (Kostel sv. Mikuláše) q Malostranské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.stnicholas.cz A prime example of Prague Baroque, with distinctive dome and bell tower. The Church is a key part of the panorama, not just the left bank of the Vltava River. While staying in Prague, W. A. Mozart played the organ here. C3 Old Town Hall and Horologe (Staroměstská radnice s orlojem) q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.prague.eu/oldtownhall The Old Town Hall dates from 1338, presiding over the Old Town. The oldest Gothic part of the complex is the tower and the oriel chapel, as well as the medieval horologe, where every hour between 9:00–23:00 the 12 Apostles are to be seen. D3 The Church of Our Lady Victorious – ‘Child of Prague’ (Kostel Panny Marie Vítězné – Pražské Jezulátko) q Karmelitská 9, Prague 1 w www.pragjesu.cz An early Baroque church renowned for its Infant Jesus statue from Spain, donated to the Carmelites by Polyxena of Lobkowitz (1628). C3 Strahov Monastery (Strahovský klášter) q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz The Premonstratensian monastery dates from 1140. Its grounds include the heritage Strahov library and Strahov picture gallery, with remarkable collections of Central European Gothic, Rudolfi ne, Baroque and Rococo works of art. B3 Loreta q Loretánské náměstí 7, Prague 1 w www.loreta.cz A Marian pilgrimage place with replica Holy House, and the Baroque Church of the Nativity. The so-called Loreto treasure is a set of missal objects, the most famous being the Diamond monstrance. B3/2

Clementinum q Mariánské náměstí 5, Prague 1 w www.klementinum.com An extensive complex, originally a Jesuit College. The guided tour includes the Astronomical Tower and Baroque Library Hall. The Mirrored Chapel distinctively beset with mirrors is used as a concert hall. C3 The Old-New Synagogue (Staronová synagoga) q Červená st., Prague 1 w www.kehilaprag.cz Among the oldest and most valuable European and World Jewish monuments, the oldest synagogue in Central Europe. The early Gothic, late 13th century building is still the temple for Prague’s Jewish community. D2

The Church of Our Lady before Týn (Chrám Matky Boží před Týnem) q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.tyn.cz One of the most impressive Gothic sacral buildings in Prague with an extensive gallery of Gothic, Renaissance and early Baroque works, e.g. fi ne altarpieces by Karel Škréta and the tomb of astronomer Tycho Brahe. D3 Municipal House (Obecní dům) q náměstí Republiky 5, Prague 1 w www.obecnidum.cz Early 20th century Prague Art Nouveau at its best, the work of major artists of the period headed by none less than the renowned painter Alfons Mucha. The Smetana Concert Hall dominates the stunning interior. D3 Powder Tower (Prašná brána) q Na Příkopě, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz A landmark of late Gothic Prague, the start of the so-called Royal route to Prague Castle. It used to be a gunpowder warehouse. D3 Vyšehrad – V Pevnosti, Prague 2 w www.praha-vysehrad.cz According to ancient legend the oldest seat of Czech princes, in fact the fortress dates back to the 10th century. Its parks encompass architectural treasures like the Romanesque Rotunda of St Martin, the neo-Gothic church of Sts Peter and Paul, the National Cemetery and other places of note. D4 Modern architecture Petřín Lookout Tower (Petřínská rozhledna) q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz One of Prague’s unmissable landmarks, built in 1891 as a loose copy of the Eiffel Tower in Paris, on a 1:5 scale. C3 Church of the Most Sacred Heart of Our Lord (Kostel Nejsvětějšího Srdce Páně) q náměstí Jiřího z Poděbrad, Prague 3 w www.srdcepane.cz The prime 20th century Czech sacral building by the Slovenian architect Jože Plečnik. The distinctive and monumental edifi ce is inspired by ancient Christian designs. E3 House at the Black Madonna (Dům U Černé Matky Boží) q Ovocný trh 19, Prague 1 w www.upm.cz The pinnacle of Czech Cubist architecture, exceptional for its façade and Cubist layout design, which goes right into the interior. Also houses a permanent exhibition of Czech Cubism. D3 Müller’s villa (Müllerova vila) q Nad Hradním vodojemem 14, Prague 6 w www.muzeumprahy.cz The villa is a world masterpiece of architectural avant-garde. The outside seems curtly functionalist, the internal layout being more remarkable, ‘flowing’ one into another. B2 The Dancing House (Tančící dům) q Jiráskovo náměstí 6, Prague 2 w www.tancici-dum.cz This exceptional building is a pillar of modern Prague architecture; Inspired by the dancing skill of that famous movie couple – Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers. C3

Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7 w www.ngprague.cz Once the largest building of its kind in the world, the fi rst functionalist building in Prague, impressively sized at 140 x 75 m. Today it holds the National Gallery’s modern art collections. D2 Žižkov TV tower (Žižkovská televizní věž) q Mahlerovy sady 1, Prague 3 w www.towerpark.cz Without a doubt towering over Prague at 216 m, the tallest building in the city. Climbing the tower’s exterior are 10 giant baby statues by David Černý. E3

The National Gallery in Prague (Národní galerie v Praze):  Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7 Showing: The Arts in Czechoslovakia 1918–1989 (from 28 Oct 2018) D2  Convent of St Agnes of Bohemia (Klášter sv. Anežky České) q U Milosrdných 17, Prague 1 Showing: Medieval Art in Bohemia and Central Europe 1200–1550 D2  Sternberg Palace (Šternberský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 15, Prague 1 Exhibition Hall C2  Schwarzenberg Palace (Schwarzenberský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1 Showing: The Baroque in Bohemia (till August 2018) C3  Salm Palace (Salmovský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1 Showing: The TBA21 Contemporary Arts Centre (from 6 Jun 2018) C3  Kinský Palace (Palác Kinských) q Staroměstské nám. 12, Prague 1 Exhibition Hall D3 p More information at w www.ngprague.cz (we recommend keeping an eye on the websites in case of exhibition and venue changes) The Prague City Gallery (Galerie hlavního města Prahy):  Troja Chateau (Trojský zámek) q U Trojského zámku 4/1, Prague 7 Showing: The architecture and decor of Chateau Troja C1  Bílek Villa q Mickiewiczova 1, Prague 6 Showing: The Studio of František Bílek, Czech symbolist sculptor and graphic artist C2  The House at the Stone Bell (Dům U Kamenného zvonu) q Staroměstské náměstí 13, Prague 1 Exhibition Hall D3  Municipal Library (2nd floor) q Mariánské náměstí 1, Prague 1 Exhibition Hall D3  House of Photography (Dům fotografi e) q Revoluční 5, Prague 1 Exhibition Hall D2 p More information at w www.ghmp.cz Picture Gallery of Prague Castle (Obrazárna Pražského hradu) q Prague Castle – II. nádvoří, Prague 1 w www.kulturanahrade.cz Showing: Paintings from the Castle collections C2 The Strahov picture gallery (Strahovská obrazárna) q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz Showing: A collection of Czech and European art from Gothic to romanticism B3 DOX – Centre for Contemporary Art q Poupětova 1, Prague 7 w www.dox.cz Presenting contemporary art, architecture and design E1

Vltava, and life on the river Prague’s Riverbanks (Náplavky) w www.prazskenaplavky.cz Prague’s riverbanks are some of its favourite promenades, and during the summer they become the centres of Prague’s cultural life and leisure-time activities. Rental boats and pedalos Popular pedalos or boats are an interesting and romantic alternative way to spend summer leisure time in Prague. Sightseeing cruises River Cruises offer an unforgettable view of the historic centre of Prague and many novel experiences.

 The Prague Steamboat Company (Pražská paroplavební společnost) q Rašínovo embankment and Čechův bridge wharf w www.paroplavba.cz – also trips to the ZOO (April – September) C3;D2  Evropská vodní doprava – Prague Boats q Čechův bridge wharf, w www.evd.cz D2  Prague Venice (Pražské Benátky) q Judita, Čertovka, Mánes and Four Seasons wharfs w www.prazskebenatky.cz C3;C3;C2 and C3  Prague ferry steamers (Parníky Praha) q Dvořákovo embankment, Na Františku w www.parniky-praha.eu D2  Jazzboat q Čechův bridge wharf w www.jazzboat.cz – an exceptional floating jazz club D2

Prague’s Parks and Gardens Prague Castle Gardens (Zahrady Pražského hradu) qPrague Castle, Prague 1 wwww.hrad.cz Historically most notable is the Royal Garden from 1534, with its singing fountain, which belongs among the fi nest Renaissance water fountains in Europe. From the Southern gardens, stretching beneath the Castle frontage, you get breathtaking views over Prague’s historical centre. C2 The Palace Gardens under Prague Castle (Palácové zahrady pod Pražským hradem) q Valdštejnská 12 – 14, Prague 1 w www.palacove-zahrady.cz On the southern slopes below Prague Castle is a showpiece complex of interrelated historical gardens with rich architectural decor, lookout terraces and pavilions set among the vegetation to charming effect. C2 Wallenstein Garden (Valdštejnská zahrada) q Letenská st., Prague 1 A geometrically set out early Baroque garden with monumental sala terrena and artifi cial grotto with a distinctive atmosphere. Free ranging peacocks accompany your walk. C2 Vrtba Garden (Vrtbovská zahrada) q Karmelitská 25, Prague 1 w www.vrtbovska.cz One of the most important and fi nest Baroque gardens, though compact, architecturally original on its awkward slope, with sculptural artistic merit that makes it a garden of European importance. C3 Vojanovy sady gardens q U Lužického semináře 17, Prague 1 A little mysterious and unjustly overlooked. The pensiveness of Vojanovy sady has lingered since the Middle Ages, when it was a monastery garden. C3 Petřín park (Petřínské sady) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town Petřín Hill is one of the largest urban expanses of greenery and its slopes are an oasis of calm in the centre of Prague. Atop stands Petřín lookout tower, which offers an enchanting view of the whole city. C3/B3

Franciscan garden (Františkánská zahrada) q Jungmannovo náměstí, Prague 1 The cosy green nook in the heart of the city invites you to stop and take a breath when walking around Prague. The local herbaceous beds are a treat. D3 Rieger’s park (Riegrovy sady) q Prague 2 – Vinohrady This park, over a hundred years old, has many half-hid nooks, wooded glades, open leas and uncommon vistas of Prague. E3/D3 Vyšehrad park (Vyšehradské sady) q Prague 2 – Vyšehrad A magical place of myths and legends, with romantic hideaways and beautiful vistas of the Vltava River. D4 Royal Park (Královská obora) – Stromovka q Prague 7 – Bubeneč The sprawling park covers an area of 95 ha in close proximity to Holešovice Exhibition grounds. It is the ideal place for romantic walks, picnics, sport and leisure. D1,D2/C1,C2 Letná park (Letenské sady) q Prague 7 – Holešovice An extensive park with large grassy areas, mature trees and a varied mix of tree species and a long plane-tree avenue, providing a nice place to sit and great city views. D2/C2 Museum & Galleries The National Museum (Národní muzeum):  The National Museum historical building (Historická budova Národního muzea) q Václavské náměstí 68, Prague 1 Closed for refurbishment until 28 Oct 2018 D3  The National Museum new building (Nová budova Národního muzea) q Vinohradská 1, Prague 1 Showing: “Noah’s Ark” natural history exposition D3  Czech Museum of Music (České muzeum hudby) q Karmelitská 2/4, Prague 1 Showing: Man – Instrument – Music (400 historical musical instruments, incl. the pianoforte played by W. A. Mozart) C3  Lapidary (Lapidárium) q Výstaviště 422, Prague 7 Showing: The monuments of stone carving in Bohemia, 11–19th centuries  D1 p For other National Museum exhibits, see w www.nm.cz The City of Prague Museum (Muzeum hlavního města Prahy) q Na Poříčí 52, Prague 8 w www.muzeumprahy.cz Showing: The Langweil model of Prague, the history of Prague from prehistory to the Middle Ages and the present day D2  The House at the Golden Ring (Dům U Zlatého prstenu) q Týnská 6, Prague 1 Showing: Prague under Charles IV (a burgeoning European Medieval City) D3 Museum Kampa q U Sovových mlýnů 2, Prague 1 w www.museumkampa.cz Showing: A collection of Central European modern art and artworks by pioneering abstract painter František Kupka, and Czech Cubist sculptor Otto Gutfreund. C3 Jewish Museum in Prague (Židovské muzeum v Praze) q Maiselova 15, Prague 1 w www.jewishmuseum.cz One of the oldest and continuously run Jewish museums in the world, documenting the history, traditions and customs of the Jewish population in the Czech lands. Also under the Museum’s care are: The Old Jewish Cemetery (Starý židovský hřbitov), Spanish synagogue (Španělská synagoga), Pinkas synagogue (Pinkasova synagoga), Ceremonial Hall (Obřadní síň), Maisel synagogue (Maiselova synagoga), Klausen synagogue (Klausová synagoga), and the Robert Guttmann Gallery. D2

Prague ferryboats Prague ferries are the greatest way to cross between Prague’s right and left banks. From April to October, and normal Public transport (MHD) tickets apply. More information at w www.dpp.cz or w www.ropid.cz. Vltava River Islands By the waterside you can also enjoy any of Prague’s islands.  Kampa q Prague 1 – an island between the main course of the Vltava River and its Čertovka offshoot, one of the most romantic and lovely places in Prague C3  Slovanský Island (Slovanský ostrov) q Prague 1 – the one island on the Vltava River with a signifi cant park, with its showy neo-Renaissance Žofín palace C3  Střelecký Island (Střelecký ostrov) q Prague 1 – a cosy place shaded by ancient trees, captures the atmosphere of old times with uncommon views of Prague C3 Prague attractions Prague Zoo (Zoologická zahrada hl. m. Prahy) q U Trojského zámku 3, Prague 7 w www.zoopraha.cz Thanks to its prime location Prague Zoo belongs among the loveliest zoos in the world. This beautiful stretch of the outdoors with its animal inhabitants is apt for all generations of visitors. C1

Prague Botanical Garden (Botanická zahrada hl. m. Prahy) q Trojská 196, Prague 7 w www.botanicka.cz The garden offers almost 30 hectares of landscaped areas, including the Fata Morgana tropical greenhouse exhibit, letting you enjoy a trip to the tropics at any time of the year. C1 Aquapalace Prague q Pražská 138, Průhonice – Čestlice w www.aquapalace.cz The biggest entertainment aqua park in Central Europe, where you’ll enjoy memorable moments in this singular sports and leisure complex awash with aquatic attractions. Petřín Funicular (Lanová dráha na Petřín) q Újezd, Prague 1 w www.dpp.cz A popular funicular railway running since 1891. It is integrated into the public transport network and takes you to the top of Petřín Hill. C3 Mirror labyrinth at Petřín (Zrcadlové bludiště)  q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz From the outside it looks like a mini castle, inside, instead of secret passages you’ll meet a maze of mirrors. Spontaneous children’s laughter echoes in the Hall of laughter, with its distorting mirrors. C3 Historical Tram Line No. 41 From the Holešovice exhibition grounds or the Střešovice yard, at weekends from April to November, the historical tram sets off on its regular route through the city centre. D2 Experiential tours You don’t have to explore the charm of Prague on foot. What not try a fairytale carriage, a vintage car, an ecotrain or a scenic balloon flight? There are plenty of options. For more information, please visit our Tourist Information and Visitor Centres. Prague City Tourism Tourist Information and Visitor Centres Tourist Information Centres Our TICs, located at key places in the historical centre and at the international airport, serve to advise you about Prague, with informative brochures and maps (free of charge) and a wide range of tourism-oriented services, such as tourist benefi t cards, accommodation, public transport travel, admission tickets to cultural events etc. Open daily.  Old Town Hall (Staroměstská radnice) q Staroměstské náměstí 1 D3  Rytířská 12 q corner of Na Můstku street D3  Wenceslas square (upper part) q corner of Štěpánská street D3  Václav Havel Airport Prague q Terminal 1 and Terminal 2 z +420 221 714 714 f tourinfo@prague.eu E-shop At w www.eshop.prague.eu you can book or order educational tours, your own private guides or our maps and brochures, as well as items of merchandise. Join our guided walking tours! Our trained, licensed guides will give you an engaging, but historically accurate walking tour of the key sights of the Old Town. dates: every Saturday in English (exceptionally in German) time: start at 2 p.m. prize: CZK 300 per person Book in person at the Guide Offi ce or at our Tourist information centres or visit w eshop.prague.eu/walkingtours. Added-value guided tours Our highly qualifi ed guides will acquaint you with the Czech metropolis, whether on foot or on sightseeing rides. We offer specialized as well as basic routes. Tour guide services q Old Town Hall z +420 221 714 569, +420 775 855 037 f guides@prague.eu w www.prague.eu
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With Prague City Tourism maps and guides, you’ll feel right at home in Prague. Pick up these and other titles free of charge at one of our Tourist Information Centres, where we’ll also be happy to assist:  Old Town Hall q  Old Town Square 1, Prague 1 r daily 9:00–19:00 Na Můstku q   Rytířská 12, Prague 1 r daily 9:00–19:00

With Prague City Tourism maps and guides, you’ll feel right at home in Prague.

Jewish then and now

design

Five walks off the beaten path to places known and unknownwalks 1

map

Prague A city of magic and romance, a gem of architecture down the centuries; 
full of captivating ambience, resounding with the melodies of great 
composers, but also a modern metropolis pulsating with life; Prague 
is all these, one of the fi nest cities in the world. In 1992 its historical 
centre was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Area: 496 km2 Population: 1,290,000 Geographical location: 50° 05‘ 19‘‘ 
North, 14° 25‘ 17‘‘ East, 235 m above sea level (avg.) Time zone: Central 
European Time (GMT +1) – CET daylight saving time +1 (GMT +2) 
Climate: Central European, temperate with 4 seasons Vltava River flows 
through the city for 31 km, widest point 330 m Historical centre: Prague 
Castle (Hradčany), Lesser Town (Malá Strana), Old Town (Staré Město), 
New Town (Nové Město) and Vyšehrad

Practical information:
Emergency phone line: 112 Czech Republic dialling code: +420
x Václav Havel Airport Prague (Letiště Václava Havla Praha)
w www.prg.aero, 30 minutes from city centre

Airport access: Hlavní nádraží (y C) j Airport Express, trip length 
approx. 33 minutes Nádraží Veleslavín (y A) j 119, trip length approx. 
17 minutes Zličín (y B) j 100, trip length approx. 16 minutes
Anděl (y B) j 191, trip length approx. 51 minutes Night bus j 910

Public transport w www.dpp.cz z +420 296 19 18 17
Tourist passes for 24 (t CZK 110) or 72 hours (t CZK 310)
Municipal Health centre Prague (Městská poliklinika Praha) 
q Spálená 12, Prague 1 z +420 222 924 295 D3
24 hour Pharmacy q Palackého 5, Prague 1 z +420 224 946 982 D3
Currency: Czech koruna (CZK); 1 euro = approx. 26 CZK coins: 1, 2, 5, 
10, 20, 50 CZK banknotes: 100, 200, 500, 1000, 2000, 5000 CZK
p Most shops, restaurants, hotels and other services accept major 
international payment cards. Cash available via a dense network of 
ATMs.

Main Post Offi ce q Jindřišská 14, Prague 1 z +420 954 211 000
w www.ceskaposta.cz daily 2:00–24:00 D3

Public toilets – in all Metro stations, usual opening hours: Mon–Fri 
6:00–21:00, Sat–Sun 8:00–20:00, longer at central and connecting 
stations.

Public holidays in the Czech Republic
1 Jan – New Year’s Day, Czech State Day  Good Friday and Easter 
Monday (moveable feast)  1 May – Labour Day  8 May – Victory Day
 5 July – Day of the Slavic missionaries Cyril & Methodius  6 July – 
Master John Hus Immolation Day  28 Sept – Czech Statehood Day
  28 Oct – Czechoslovak State Inception Day  17 Nov – Freedom and 
Democracy Day  24 Dec – Christmas Eve  25 Dec – Christmas Day
  26 Dec – St Stephen’s Day

Top Prague Sights
Prague Castle (Pražský hrad) q Prague 1 – Hradčany w www.hrad.cz
The Prague Castle panorama is one of the most impressive anywhere. 
One of the largest castle complexes in the world, with historical palaces, 
church buildings, extensive gardens and picturesque vistas. Prague 
Castle has for over a thousand years symbolized Czech statehood. Most 
notable is the Gothic Cathedral of Sts Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert 
(1344). C2

Charles Bridge (Karlův most) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town, Old Town
The oldest and most renowned Prague bridge was built in 1357 by 
Charles IV. At both ends stand fortifi ed bridge towers – The twin Lesser 
Town towers and the Old Town tower, which is one of the fi nest gate 
towers of Gothic Europe. C3

St Nicholas Church (Kostel sv. Mikuláše) 
q Malostranské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.stnicholas.cz
A prime example of Prague Baroque, with distinctive dome and bell tower. 
The Church is a key part of the panorama, not just the left bank of the 
Vltava River. While staying in Prague, W. A. Mozart played the organ here. 
C3

Old Town Hall and Horologe (Staroměstská radnice s orlojem)
q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.prague.eu/oldtownhall
The Old Town Hall dates from 1338, presiding over the Old Town. The 
oldest Gothic part of the complex is the tower and the oriel chapel, as 
well as the medieval horologe, where every hour between 9:00–23:00 
the 12 Apostles are to be seen. D3

The Church of Our Lady Victorious – ‘Child of Prague’ (Kostel Panny 
Marie Vítězné – Pražské Jezulátko) q Karmelitská 9, Prague 1
w www.pragjesu.cz
An early Baroque church renowned for its Infant Jesus statue from 
Spain, donated to the Carmelites by Polyxena of Lobkowitz (1628). C3

Strahov Monastery (Strahovský klášter)
q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz
The Premonstratensian monastery dates from 1140. Its grounds 
include the heritage Strahov library and Strahov picture gallery, with 
remarkable collections of Central European Gothic, Rudolfi ne, Baroque 
and Rococo works of art. B3

Loreta q Loretánské náměstí 7, Prague 1 w www.loreta.cz
A Marian pilgrimage place with replica Holy House, and the Baroque 
Church of the Nativity. The so-called Loreto treasure is a set of missal 
objects, the most famous being the Diamond monstrance. B3/2

Clementinum q Mariánské náměstí 5, Prague 1 w www.klementinum.com
An extensive complex, originally a Jesuit College. The guided tour 
includes the Astronomical Tower and Baroque Library Hall. The Mirrored 
Chapel distinctively beset with mirrors is used as a concert hall. C3

The Old-New Synagogue (Staronová synagoga)
q Červená st., Prague 1 w www.kehilaprag.cz
Among the oldest and most valuable European and World Jewish 
monuments, the oldest synagogue in Central Europe. The early Gothic, 
late 13th century building is still the temple for Prague’s Jewish 
community. D2

The Church of Our Lady before Týn (Chrám Matky Boží před Týnem)
q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.tyn.cz
One of the most impressive Gothic sacral buildings in Prague with an 
extensive gallery of Gothic, Renaissance and early Baroque works, e.g. fi ne 
altarpieces by Karel Škréta and the tomb of astronomer Tycho Brahe. D3

Municipal House (Obecní dům) q náměstí Republiky 5, Prague 1
w www.obecnidum.cz
Early 20th century Prague Art Nouveau at its best, the work of major 
artists of the period headed by none less than the renowned painter Alfons 
Mucha. The Smetana Concert Hall dominates the stunning interior. D3

Powder Tower (Prašná brána) q Na Příkopě, Prague 1
w www.muzeumprahy.cz
A landmark of late Gothic Prague, the start of the so-called Royal route to 
Prague Castle. It used to be a gunpowder warehouse. D3

Vyšehrad – V Pevnosti, Prague 2 w www.praha-vysehrad.cz
According to ancient legend the oldest seat of Czech princes, in fact the 
fortress dates back to the 10th century. Its parks encompass architectural 
treasures like the Romanesque Rotunda of St Martin, the neo-Gothic 
church of Sts Peter and Paul, the National Cemetery and other places of 
note. D4

Modern architecture
Petřín Lookout Tower (Petřínská rozhledna)
q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
One of Prague’s unmissable landmarks, built in 1891 as a loose copy of 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris, on a 1:5 scale. C3

Church of the Most Sacred Heart of Our Lord (Kostel Nejsvětějšího Srdce 
Páně) q náměstí Jiřího z Poděbrad, Prague 3 w www.srdcepane.cz
The prime 20th century Czech sacral building by the Slovenian architect 
Jože Plečnik. The distinctive and monumental edifi ce is inspired by 
ancient Christian designs. E3

House at the Black Madonna (Dům U Černé Matky Boží)
q Ovocný trh 19, Prague 1 w www.upm.cz
The pinnacle of Czech Cubist architecture, exceptional for its façade 
and Cubist layout design, which goes right into the interior. Also houses 
a permanent exhibition of Czech Cubism. D3

Müller’s villa (Müllerova vila) q Nad Hradním vodojemem 14, Prague 6
w www.muzeumprahy.cz
The villa is a world masterpiece of architectural avant-garde. The outside 
seems curtly functionalist, the internal layout being more remarkable, 
‘flowing’ one into another. B2

The Dancing House (Tančící dům) q Jiráskovo náměstí 6, Prague 2
w www.tancici-dum.cz
This exceptional building is a pillar of modern Prague architecture; 
Inspired by the dancing skill of that famous movie couple – Fred Astaire 
and Ginger Rogers. C3

Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7
w www.ngprague.cz
Once the largest building of its kind in the world, the fi rst functionalist 
building in Prague, impressively sized at 140 x 75 m. Today it holds the 
National Gallery’s modern art collections. D2

Žižkov TV tower (Žižkovská televizní věž)
q Mahlerovy sady 1, Prague 3 w www.towerpark.cz
Without a doubt towering over Prague at 216 m, the tallest building in 
the city. Climbing the tower’s exterior are 10 giant baby statues by David 
Černý. E3

The National Gallery in Prague (Národní galerie v Praze):
 Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7
Showing: The Arts in Czechoslovakia 1918–1989 (from 28 Oct 2018) D2
 Convent of St Agnes of Bohemia (Klášter sv. Anežky České)
q U Milosrdných 17, Prague 1
Showing: Medieval Art in Bohemia and Central Europe 1200–1550 D2
 Sternberg Palace (Šternberský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 15, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall C2
 Schwarzenberg Palace (Schwarzenberský palác)
q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1
Showing: The Baroque in Bohemia (till August 2018) C3
 Salm Palace (Salmovský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1
Showing: The TBA21 Contemporary Arts Centre (from 6 Jun 2018) C3
 Kinský Palace (Palác Kinských) q Staroměstské nám. 12, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
p More information at w www.ngprague.cz (we recommend keeping an 
eye on the websites in case of exhibition and venue changes)

The Prague City Gallery (Galerie hlavního města Prahy):
 Troja Chateau (Trojský zámek) q U Trojského zámku 4/1, Prague 7
Showing: The architecture and decor of Chateau Troja C1
 Bílek Villa q Mickiewiczova 1, Prague 6
Showing: The Studio of František Bílek, Czech symbolist sculptor and 
graphic artist C2
 The House at the Stone Bell (Dům U Kamenného zvonu)
q Staroměstské náměstí 13, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
 Municipal Library (2nd floor) q Mariánské náměstí 1, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
 House of Photography (Dům fotografi e) q Revoluční 5, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D2
p More information at w www.ghmp.cz

Picture Gallery of Prague Castle (Obrazárna Pražského hradu)
q Prague Castle – II. nádvoří, Prague 1 w www.kulturanahrade.cz
Showing: Paintings from the Castle collections C2

The Strahov picture gallery (Strahovská obrazárna)
q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz
Showing: A collection of Czech and European art from Gothic to 
romanticism B3

DOX – Centre for Contemporary Art q Poupětova 1, Prague 7 w www.dox.cz
Presenting contemporary art, architecture and design E1

Vltava, and life on the river
Prague’s Riverbanks (Náplavky) w www.prazskenaplavky.cz
Prague’s riverbanks are some of its favourite promenades, and during the 
summer they become the centres of Prague’s cultural life and leisure-time 
activities.

Rental boats and pedalos
Popular pedalos or boats are an interesting and romantic alternative way 
to spend summer leisure time in Prague.

Sightseeing cruises
River Cruises offer an unforgettable view of the historic centre of Prague 
and many novel experiences.

 The Prague Steamboat Company (Pražská paroplavební společnost)
q Rašínovo embankment and Čechův bridge wharf 
w www.paroplavba.cz – also trips to the ZOO (April – September) C3;D2
 Evropská vodní doprava – Prague Boats
q Čechův bridge wharf, w www.evd.cz D2
 Prague Venice (Pražské Benátky) q Judita, Čertovka, Mánes and Four 
Seasons wharfs w www.prazskebenatky.cz C3;C3;C2 and C3
 Prague ferry steamers (Parníky Praha) q Dvořákovo embankment, 
Na Františku w www.parniky-praha.eu D2
 Jazzboat q Čechův bridge wharf w www.jazzboat.cz – an exceptional 
floating jazz club D2

Prague’s Parks and Gardens
Prague Castle Gardens (Zahrady Pražského hradu)
qPrague Castle, Prague 1 wwww.hrad.cz
Historically most notable is the Royal Garden from 1534, with its singing 
fountain, which belongs among the fi nest Renaissance water fountains 
in Europe. From the Southern gardens, stretching beneath the Castle 
frontage, you get breathtaking views over Prague’s historical centre. C2

The Palace Gardens under Prague Castle (Palácové zahrady pod 
Pražským hradem)
q Valdštejnská 12 – 14, Prague 1 w www.palacove-zahrady.cz
On the southern slopes below Prague Castle is a showpiece complex 
of interrelated historical gardens with rich architectural decor, lookout 
terraces and pavilions set among the vegetation to charming effect. C2

Wallenstein Garden (Valdštejnská zahrada) q Letenská st., Prague 1
A geometrically set out early Baroque garden with monumental sala 
terrena and artifi cial grotto with a distinctive atmosphere. Free ranging 
peacocks accompany your walk. C2

Vrtba Garden (Vrtbovská zahrada) q Karmelitská 25, Prague 1 
w www.vrtbovska.cz
One of the most important and fi nest Baroque gardens, though compact, 
architecturally original on its awkward slope, with sculptural artistic merit 
that makes it a garden of European importance. C3

Vojanovy sady gardens q U Lužického semináře 17, Prague 1
A little mysterious and unjustly overlooked. The pensiveness of Vojanovy 
sady has lingered since the Middle Ages, when it was a monastery 
garden. C3

Petřín park (Petřínské sady) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town
Petřín Hill is one of the largest urban expanses of greenery and its slopes 
are an oasis of calm in the centre of Prague. Atop stands Petřín lookout 
tower, which offers an enchanting view of the whole city. C3/B3

Franciscan garden (Františkánská zahrada)
q Jungmannovo náměstí, Prague 1
The cosy green nook in the heart of the city invites you to stop and take 
a breath when walking around Prague. The local herbaceous beds are 
a treat. D3

Rieger’s park (Riegrovy sady) q Prague 2 – Vinohrady
This park, over a hundred years old, has many half-hid nooks, wooded 
glades, open leas and uncommon vistas of Prague. E3/D3

Vyšehrad park (Vyšehradské sady) q Prague 2 – Vyšehrad
A magical place of myths and legends, with romantic hideaways and 
beautiful vistas of the Vltava River. D4

Royal Park (Královská obora) – Stromovka q Prague 7 – Bubeneč
The sprawling park covers an area of 95 ha in close proximity to 
Holešovice Exhibition grounds. It is the ideal place for romantic walks, 
picnics, sport and leisure. D1,D2/C1,C2

Letná park (Letenské sady) q Prague 7 – Holešovice
An extensive park with large grassy areas, mature trees and a varied mix 
of tree species and a long plane-tree avenue, providing a nice place to sit 
and great city views. D2/C2

Museum & Galleries
The National Museum (Národní muzeum):
 The National Museum historical building (Historická budova Národního 
muzea) q Václavské náměstí 68, Prague 1
Closed for refurbishment until 28 Oct 2018 D3
 The National Museum new building (Nová budova Národního muzea)
q Vinohradská 1, Prague 1
Showing: “Noah’s Ark” natural history exposition D3
 Czech Museum of Music (České muzeum hudby)
q Karmelitská 2/4, Prague 1
Showing: Man – Instrument – Music (400 historical musical instruments, 
incl. the pianoforte played by W. A. Mozart) C3
 Lapidary (Lapidárium) q Výstaviště 422, Prague 7
Showing: The monuments of stone carving in Bohemia, 11–19th centuries  D1
p For other National Museum exhibits, see w www.nm.cz

The City of Prague Museum (Muzeum hlavního města Prahy)
q Na Poříčí 52, Prague 8 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
Showing: The Langweil model of Prague, the history of Prague from 
prehistory to the Middle Ages and the present day D2
 The House at the Golden Ring (Dům U Zlatého prstenu) 
q Týnská 6, Prague 1
Showing: Prague under Charles IV (a burgeoning European Medieval City) 
D3

Museum Kampa q U Sovových mlýnů 2, Prague 1
w www.museumkampa.cz
Showing: A collection of Central European modern art and artworks by 
pioneering abstract painter František Kupka, and Czech Cubist sculptor 
Otto Gutfreund. C3

Jewish Museum in Prague (Židovské muzeum v Praze)
q Maiselova 15, Prague 1 w www.jewishmuseum.cz
One of the oldest and continuously run Jewish museums in the world, 
documenting the history, traditions and customs of the Jewish population 
in the Czech lands. Also under the Museum’s care are: The Old Jewish 
Cemetery (Starý židovský hřbitov), Spanish synagogue (Španělská 
synagoga), Pinkas synagogue (Pinkasova synagoga), Ceremonial 
Hall (Obřadní síň), Maisel synagogue (Maiselova synagoga), Klausen 
synagogue (Klausová synagoga), and the Robert Guttmann Gallery. D2

Prague ferryboats
Prague ferries are the greatest way to cross between Prague’s right and 
left banks. From April to October, and normal Public transport (MHD) 
tickets apply. More information at w www.dpp.cz or w www.ropid.cz.

Vltava River Islands
By the waterside you can also enjoy any of Prague’s islands.

 Kampa q Prague 1 – an island between the main course of the Vltava 
River and its Čertovka offshoot, one of the most romantic and lovely 
places in Prague C3
 Slovanský Island (Slovanský ostrov) q Prague 1 – the one island on the 
Vltava River with a signifi cant park, with its showy neo-Renaissance Žofín 
palace C3
 Střelecký Island (Střelecký ostrov) q Prague 1 – a cosy place shaded 
by ancient trees, captures the atmosphere of old times with uncommon 
views of Prague C3

Prague attractions
Prague Zoo (Zoologická zahrada hl. m. Prahy)
q U Trojského zámku 3, Prague 7 w www.zoopraha.cz
Thanks to its prime location Prague Zoo belongs among the loveliest 
zoos in the world. This beautiful stretch of the outdoors with its animal 
inhabitants is apt for all generations of visitors. C1

Prague Botanical Garden (Botanická zahrada hl. m. Prahy)
q Trojská 196, Prague 7 w www.botanicka.cz
The garden offers almost 30 hectares of landscaped areas, including the 
Fata Morgana tropical greenhouse exhibit, letting you enjoy a trip to the 
tropics at any time of the year. C1

Aquapalace Prague q Pražská 138, Průhonice – Čestlice
w www.aquapalace.cz
The biggest entertainment aqua park in Central Europe, where you’ll enjoy 
memorable moments in this singular sports and leisure complex awash 
with aquatic attractions.

Petřín Funicular (Lanová dráha na Petřín) q Újezd, Prague 1 w www.dpp.cz
A popular funicular railway running since 1891. It is integrated into the 
public transport network and takes you to the top of Petřín Hill. C3

Mirror labyrinth at Petřín (Zrcadlové bludiště) 
q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
From the outside it looks like a mini castle, inside, instead of secret 
passages you’ll meet a maze of mirrors. Spontaneous children’s laughter 
echoes in the Hall of laughter, with its distorting mirrors. C3

Historical Tram Line No. 41
From the Holešovice exhibition grounds or the Střešovice yard, at 
weekends from April to November, the historical tram sets off on its 
regular route through the city centre. D2

Experiential tours
You don’t have to explore the charm of Prague on foot. What not try 
a fairytale carriage, a vintage car, an ecotrain or a scenic balloon flight? 
There are plenty of options. For more information, please visit our Tourist 
Information and Visitor Centres.

Prague City Tourism
Tourist Information and Visitor Centres
Tourist Information Centres
Our TICs, located at key places in the historical centre and at the 
international airport, serve to advise you about Prague, with informative 
brochures and maps (free of charge) and a wide range of tourism-oriented 
services, such as tourist benefi t cards, accommodation, public transport 
travel, admission tickets to cultural events etc. Open daily.

 Old Town Hall (Staroměstská radnice) q Staroměstské náměstí 1 D3
 Rytířská 12 q corner of Na Můstku street D3
 Wenceslas square (upper part) q corner of Štěpánská street D3
 Václav Havel Airport Prague q Terminal 1 and Terminal 2
z +420 221 714 714 f tourinfo@prague.eu

E-shop
At w www.eshop.prague.eu you can book or order educational tours, 
your own private guides or our maps and brochures, as well as items of 
merchandise.

Join our guided walking tours!
Our trained, licensed guides will give you an engaging, but historically 
accurate walking tour of the key sights of the Old Town.
dates: every Saturday in English (exceptionally in German)
time: start at 2 p.m. 
prize: CZK 300 per person
Book in person at the Guide Offi ce or at our Tourist information centres or 
visit w eshop.prague.eu/walkingtours.

Added-value guided tours
Our highly qualifi ed guides will acquaint you with the Czech metropolis, 
whether on foot or on sightseeing rides. We offer specialized as well as 
basic routes.
Tour guide services q Old Town Hall
z +420 221 714 569, +420 775 855 037 f guides@prague.eu

w www.prague.eu
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With Prague City Tourism 
maps and guides, you’ll feel 
right at home in Prague.
Pick up these and other titles free of charge 
at one of our Tourist Information Centres, 
where we’ll also be happy to assist:

 Old Town Hall
q  Old Town Square 1, Prague 1
r daily 9:00–19:00 

Na Můstku
q   Rytířská 12, Prague 1
r daily 9:00–19:00
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With Prague City Tourism maps and guides, you‘ll feel right at home in Prague. Pick up these and other titles free of charge at one of our tourist information centers, where we‘ll also be happy to assist: q   Old Town Hall, Old Town Square No. 1, Prague 1 r daily 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. q   Na Můstku, Rytířská No. 12, Prague 1 r daily 9 a.m. - 7 p.m Prague.eu 

Czech design shops, studios and showrooms prague.eu/design
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With Prague City Tourism maps and guides, you’ll feel right at home in Prague. Pick up these and other titles free of charge at one of our tourist information centres, where we’ll also be happy to assist. Old Town Hall, q   Old Town Square No. 1, Prague 1 r  daily 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. Na Můstku, q   Rytířská No. 12, Prague 1 r daily 9 a.m. - 7 p.m Discover the magic of Prague�s neighbourhoods with our professional guides! Book your private tour via eshop.prague.eu.

Five walks off the beaten path to places known and unknown Prague.eu/walks
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Prague A city of magic and romance, a gem of architecture down the centuries; 
full of captivating ambience, resounding with the melodies of great 
composers, but also a modern metropolis pulsating with life; Prague 
is all these, one of the fi nest cities in the world. In 1992 its historical 
centre was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Area: 496 km2 Population: 1,290,000 Geographical location: 50° 05‘ 19‘‘ 
North, 14° 25‘ 17‘‘ East, 235 m above sea level (avg.) Time zone: Central 
European Time (GMT +1) – CET daylight saving time +1 (GMT +2) 
Climate: Central European, temperate with 4 seasons Vltava River flows 
through the city for 31 km, widest point 330 m Historical centre: Prague 
Castle (Hradčany), Lesser Town (Malá Strana), Old Town (Staré Město), 
New Town (Nové Město) and Vyšehrad

Practical information:
Emergency phone line: 112 Czech Republic dialling code: +420
x Václav Havel Airport Prague (Letiště Václava Havla Praha)
w www.prg.aero, 30 minutes from city centre

Airport access: Hlavní nádraží (y C) j Airport Express, trip length 
approx. 33 minutes Nádraží Veleslavín (y A) j 119, trip length approx. 
17 minutes Zličín (y B) j 100, trip length approx. 16 minutes
Anděl (y B) j 191, trip length approx. 51 minutes Night bus j 910

Public transport w www.dpp.cz z +420 296 19 18 17
Tourist passes for 24 (t CZK 110) or 72 hours (t CZK 310)
Municipal Health centre Prague (Městská poliklinika Praha) 
q Spálená 12, Prague 1 z +420 222 924 295 D3
24 hour Pharmacy q Palackého 5, Prague 1 z +420 224 946 982 D3
Currency: Czech koruna (CZK); 1 euro = approx. 26 CZK coins: 1, 2, 5, 
10, 20, 50 CZK banknotes: 100, 200, 500, 1000, 2000, 5000 CZK
p Most shops, restaurants, hotels and other services accept major 
international payment cards. Cash available via a dense network of 
ATMs.

Main Post Offi ce q Jindřišská 14, Prague 1 z +420 954 211 000
w www.ceskaposta.cz daily 2:00–24:00 D3

Public toilets – in all Metro stations, usual opening hours: Mon–Fri 
6:00–21:00, Sat–Sun 8:00–20:00, longer at central and connecting 
stations.

Public holidays in the Czech Republic
1 Jan – New Year’s Day, Czech State Day  Good Friday and Easter 
Monday (moveable feast)  1 May – Labour Day  8 May – Victory Day
 5 July – Day of the Slavic missionaries Cyril & Methodius  6 July – 
Master John Hus Immolation Day  28 Sept – Czech Statehood Day
  28 Oct – Czechoslovak State Inception Day  17 Nov – Freedom and 
Democracy Day  24 Dec – Christmas Eve  25 Dec – Christmas Day
  26 Dec – St Stephen’s Day

Top Prague Sights
Prague Castle (Pražský hrad) q Prague 1 – Hradčany w www.hrad.cz
The Prague Castle panorama is one of the most impressive anywhere. 
One of the largest castle complexes in the world, with historical palaces, 
church buildings, extensive gardens and picturesque vistas. Prague 
Castle has for over a thousand years symbolized Czech statehood. Most 
notable is the Gothic Cathedral of Sts Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert 
(1344). C2

Charles Bridge (Karlův most) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town, Old Town
The oldest and most renowned Prague bridge was built in 1357 by 
Charles IV. At both ends stand fortifi ed bridge towers – The twin Lesser 
Town towers and the Old Town tower, which is one of the fi nest gate 
towers of Gothic Europe. C3

St Nicholas Church (Kostel sv. Mikuláše) 
q Malostranské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.stnicholas.cz
A prime example of Prague Baroque, with distinctive dome and bell tower. 
The Church is a key part of the panorama, not just the left bank of the 
Vltava River. While staying in Prague, W. A. Mozart played the organ here. 
C3

Old Town Hall and Horologe (Staroměstská radnice s orlojem)
q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.prague.eu/oldtownhall
The Old Town Hall dates from 1338, presiding over the Old Town. The 
oldest Gothic part of the complex is the tower and the oriel chapel, as 
well as the medieval horologe, where every hour between 9:00–23:00 
the 12 Apostles are to be seen. D3

The Church of Our Lady Victorious – ‘Child of Prague’ (Kostel Panny 
Marie Vítězné – Pražské Jezulátko) q Karmelitská 9, Prague 1
w www.pragjesu.cz
An early Baroque church renowned for its Infant Jesus statue from 
Spain, donated to the Carmelites by Polyxena of Lobkowitz (1628). C3

Strahov Monastery (Strahovský klášter)
q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz
The Premonstratensian monastery dates from 1140. Its grounds 
include the heritage Strahov library and Strahov picture gallery, with 
remarkable collections of Central European Gothic, Rudolfi ne, Baroque 
and Rococo works of art. B3

Loreta q Loretánské náměstí 7, Prague 1 w www.loreta.cz
A Marian pilgrimage place with replica Holy House, and the Baroque 
Church of the Nativity. The so-called Loreto treasure is a set of missal 
objects, the most famous being the Diamond monstrance. B3/2

Clementinum q Mariánské náměstí 5, Prague 1 w www.klementinum.com
An extensive complex, originally a Jesuit College. The guided tour 
includes the Astronomical Tower and Baroque Library Hall. The Mirrored 
Chapel distinctively beset with mirrors is used as a concert hall. C3

The Old-New Synagogue (Staronová synagoga)
q Červená st., Prague 1 w www.kehilaprag.cz
Among the oldest and most valuable European and World Jewish 
monuments, the oldest synagogue in Central Europe. The early Gothic, 
late 13th century building is still the temple for Prague’s Jewish 
community. D2

The Church of Our Lady before Týn (Chrám Matky Boží před Týnem)
q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.tyn.cz
One of the most impressive Gothic sacral buildings in Prague with an 
extensive gallery of Gothic, Renaissance and early Baroque works, e.g. fi ne 
altarpieces by Karel Škréta and the tomb of astronomer Tycho Brahe. D3

Municipal House (Obecní dům) q náměstí Republiky 5, Prague 1
w www.obecnidum.cz
Early 20th century Prague Art Nouveau at its best, the work of major 
artists of the period headed by none less than the renowned painter Alfons 
Mucha. The Smetana Concert Hall dominates the stunning interior. D3

Powder Tower (Prašná brána) q Na Příkopě, Prague 1
w www.muzeumprahy.cz
A landmark of late Gothic Prague, the start of the so-called Royal route to 
Prague Castle. It used to be a gunpowder warehouse. D3

Vyšehrad – V Pevnosti, Prague 2 w www.praha-vysehrad.cz
According to ancient legend the oldest seat of Czech princes, in fact the 
fortress dates back to the 10th century. Its parks encompass architectural 
treasures like the Romanesque Rotunda of St Martin, the neo-Gothic 
church of Sts Peter and Paul, the National Cemetery and other places of 
note. D4

Modern architecture
Petřín Lookout Tower (Petřínská rozhledna)
q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
One of Prague’s unmissable landmarks, built in 1891 as a loose copy of 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris, on a 1:5 scale. C3

Church of the Most Sacred Heart of Our Lord (Kostel Nejsvětějšího Srdce 
Páně) q náměstí Jiřího z Poděbrad, Prague 3 w www.srdcepane.cz
The prime 20th century Czech sacral building by the Slovenian architect 
Jože Plečnik. The distinctive and monumental edifi ce is inspired by 
ancient Christian designs. E3

House at the Black Madonna (Dům U Černé Matky Boží)
q Ovocný trh 19, Prague 1 w www.upm.cz
The pinnacle of Czech Cubist architecture, exceptional for its façade 
and Cubist layout design, which goes right into the interior. Also houses 
a permanent exhibition of Czech Cubism. D3

Müller’s villa (Müllerova vila) q Nad Hradním vodojemem 14, Prague 6
w www.muzeumprahy.cz
The villa is a world masterpiece of architectural avant-garde. The outside 
seems curtly functionalist, the internal layout being more remarkable, 
‘flowing’ one into another. B2

The Dancing House (Tančící dům) q Jiráskovo náměstí 6, Prague 2
w www.tancici-dum.cz
This exceptional building is a pillar of modern Prague architecture; 
Inspired by the dancing skill of that famous movie couple – Fred Astaire 
and Ginger Rogers. C3

Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7
w www.ngprague.cz
Once the largest building of its kind in the world, the fi rst functionalist 
building in Prague, impressively sized at 140 x 75 m. Today it holds the 
National Gallery’s modern art collections. D2

Žižkov TV tower (Žižkovská televizní věž)
q Mahlerovy sady 1, Prague 3 w www.towerpark.cz
Without a doubt towering over Prague at 216 m, the tallest building in 
the city. Climbing the tower’s exterior are 10 giant baby statues by David 
Černý. E3

The National Gallery in Prague (Národní galerie v Praze):
 Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7
Showing: The Arts in Czechoslovakia 1918–1989 (from 28 Oct 2018) D2
 Convent of St Agnes of Bohemia (Klášter sv. Anežky České)
q U Milosrdných 17, Prague 1
Showing: Medieval Art in Bohemia and Central Europe 1200–1550 D2
 Sternberg Palace (Šternberský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 15, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall C2
 Schwarzenberg Palace (Schwarzenberský palác)
q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1
Showing: The Baroque in Bohemia (till August 2018) C3
 Salm Palace (Salmovský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1
Showing: The TBA21 Contemporary Arts Centre (from 6 Jun 2018) C3
 Kinský Palace (Palác Kinských) q Staroměstské nám. 12, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
p More information at w www.ngprague.cz (we recommend keeping an 
eye on the websites in case of exhibition and venue changes)

The Prague City Gallery (Galerie hlavního města Prahy):
 Troja Chateau (Trojský zámek) q U Trojského zámku 4/1, Prague 7
Showing: The architecture and decor of Chateau Troja C1
 Bílek Villa q Mickiewiczova 1, Prague 6
Showing: The Studio of František Bílek, Czech symbolist sculptor and 
graphic artist C2
 The House at the Stone Bell (Dům U Kamenného zvonu)
q Staroměstské náměstí 13, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
 Municipal Library (2nd floor) q Mariánské náměstí 1, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
 House of Photography (Dům fotografi e) q Revoluční 5, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D2
p More information at w www.ghmp.cz

Picture Gallery of Prague Castle (Obrazárna Pražského hradu)
q Prague Castle – II. nádvoří, Prague 1 w www.kulturanahrade.cz
Showing: Paintings from the Castle collections C2

The Strahov picture gallery (Strahovská obrazárna)
q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz
Showing: A collection of Czech and European art from Gothic to 
romanticism B3

DOX – Centre for Contemporary Art q Poupětova 1, Prague 7 w www.dox.cz
Presenting contemporary art, architecture and design E1

Vltava, and life on the river
Prague’s Riverbanks (Náplavky) w www.prazskenaplavky.cz
Prague’s riverbanks are some of its favourite promenades, and during the 
summer they become the centres of Prague’s cultural life and leisure-time 
activities.

Rental boats and pedalos
Popular pedalos or boats are an interesting and romantic alternative way 
to spend summer leisure time in Prague.

Sightseeing cruises
River Cruises offer an unforgettable view of the historic centre of Prague 
and many novel experiences.

 The Prague Steamboat Company (Pražská paroplavební společnost)
q Rašínovo embankment and Čechův bridge wharf 
w www.paroplavba.cz – also trips to the ZOO (April – September) C3;D2
 Evropská vodní doprava – Prague Boats
q Čechův bridge wharf, w www.evd.cz D2
 Prague Venice (Pražské Benátky) q Judita, Čertovka, Mánes and Four 
Seasons wharfs w www.prazskebenatky.cz C3;C3;C2 and C3
 Prague ferry steamers (Parníky Praha) q Dvořákovo embankment, 
Na Františku w www.parniky-praha.eu D2
 Jazzboat q Čechův bridge wharf w www.jazzboat.cz – an exceptional 
floating jazz club D2

Prague’s Parks and Gardens
Prague Castle Gardens (Zahrady Pražského hradu)
qPrague Castle, Prague 1 wwww.hrad.cz
Historically most notable is the Royal Garden from 1534, with its singing 
fountain, which belongs among the fi nest Renaissance water fountains 
in Europe. From the Southern gardens, stretching beneath the Castle 
frontage, you get breathtaking views over Prague’s historical centre. C2

The Palace Gardens under Prague Castle (Palácové zahrady pod 
Pražským hradem)
q Valdštejnská 12 – 14, Prague 1 w www.palacove-zahrady.cz
On the southern slopes below Prague Castle is a showpiece complex 
of interrelated historical gardens with rich architectural decor, lookout 
terraces and pavilions set among the vegetation to charming effect. C2

Wallenstein Garden (Valdštejnská zahrada) q Letenská st., Prague 1
A geometrically set out early Baroque garden with monumental sala 
terrena and artifi cial grotto with a distinctive atmosphere. Free ranging 
peacocks accompany your walk. C2

Vrtba Garden (Vrtbovská zahrada) q Karmelitská 25, Prague 1 
w www.vrtbovska.cz
One of the most important and fi nest Baroque gardens, though compact, 
architecturally original on its awkward slope, with sculptural artistic merit 
that makes it a garden of European importance. C3

Vojanovy sady gardens q U Lužického semináře 17, Prague 1
A little mysterious and unjustly overlooked. The pensiveness of Vojanovy 
sady has lingered since the Middle Ages, when it was a monastery 
garden. C3

Petřín park (Petřínské sady) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town
Petřín Hill is one of the largest urban expanses of greenery and its slopes 
are an oasis of calm in the centre of Prague. Atop stands Petřín lookout 
tower, which offers an enchanting view of the whole city. C3/B3

Franciscan garden (Františkánská zahrada)
q Jungmannovo náměstí, Prague 1
The cosy green nook in the heart of the city invites you to stop and take 
a breath when walking around Prague. The local herbaceous beds are 
a treat. D3

Rieger’s park (Riegrovy sady) q Prague 2 – Vinohrady
This park, over a hundred years old, has many half-hid nooks, wooded 
glades, open leas and uncommon vistas of Prague. E3/D3

Vyšehrad park (Vyšehradské sady) q Prague 2 – Vyšehrad
A magical place of myths and legends, with romantic hideaways and 
beautiful vistas of the Vltava River. D4

Royal Park (Královská obora) – Stromovka q Prague 7 – Bubeneč
The sprawling park covers an area of 95 ha in close proximity to 
Holešovice Exhibition grounds. It is the ideal place for romantic walks, 
picnics, sport and leisure. D1,D2/C1,C2

Letná park (Letenské sady) q Prague 7 – Holešovice
An extensive park with large grassy areas, mature trees and a varied mix 
of tree species and a long plane-tree avenue, providing a nice place to sit 
and great city views. D2/C2

Museum & Galleries
The National Museum (Národní muzeum):
 The National Museum historical building (Historická budova Národního 
muzea) q Václavské náměstí 68, Prague 1
Closed for refurbishment until 28 Oct 2018 D3
 The National Museum new building (Nová budova Národního muzea)
q Vinohradská 1, Prague 1
Showing: “Noah’s Ark” natural history exposition D3
 Czech Museum of Music (České muzeum hudby)
q Karmelitská 2/4, Prague 1
Showing: Man – Instrument – Music (400 historical musical instruments, 
incl. the pianoforte played by W. A. Mozart) C3
 Lapidary (Lapidárium) q Výstaviště 422, Prague 7
Showing: The monuments of stone carving in Bohemia, 11–19th centuries  D1
p For other National Museum exhibits, see w www.nm.cz

The City of Prague Museum (Muzeum hlavního města Prahy)
q Na Poříčí 52, Prague 8 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
Showing: The Langweil model of Prague, the history of Prague from 
prehistory to the Middle Ages and the present day D2
 The House at the Golden Ring (Dům U Zlatého prstenu) 
q Týnská 6, Prague 1
Showing: Prague under Charles IV (a burgeoning European Medieval City) 
D3

Museum Kampa q U Sovových mlýnů 2, Prague 1
w www.museumkampa.cz
Showing: A collection of Central European modern art and artworks by 
pioneering abstract painter František Kupka, and Czech Cubist sculptor 
Otto Gutfreund. C3

Jewish Museum in Prague (Židovské muzeum v Praze)
q Maiselova 15, Prague 1 w www.jewishmuseum.cz
One of the oldest and continuously run Jewish museums in the world, 
documenting the history, traditions and customs of the Jewish population 
in the Czech lands. Also under the Museum’s care are: The Old Jewish 
Cemetery (Starý židovský hřbitov), Spanish synagogue (Španělská 
synagoga), Pinkas synagogue (Pinkasova synagoga), Ceremonial 
Hall (Obřadní síň), Maisel synagogue (Maiselova synagoga), Klausen 
synagogue (Klausová synagoga), and the Robert Guttmann Gallery. D2

Prague ferryboats
Prague ferries are the greatest way to cross between Prague’s right and 
left banks. From April to October, and normal Public transport (MHD) 
tickets apply. More information at w www.dpp.cz or w www.ropid.cz.

Vltava River Islands
By the waterside you can also enjoy any of Prague’s islands.

 Kampa q Prague 1 – an island between the main course of the Vltava 
River and its Čertovka offshoot, one of the most romantic and lovely 
places in Prague C3
 Slovanský Island (Slovanský ostrov) q Prague 1 – the one island on the 
Vltava River with a signifi cant park, with its showy neo-Renaissance Žofín 
palace C3
 Střelecký Island (Střelecký ostrov) q Prague 1 – a cosy place shaded 
by ancient trees, captures the atmosphere of old times with uncommon 
views of Prague C3

Prague attractions
Prague Zoo (Zoologická zahrada hl. m. Prahy)
q U Trojského zámku 3, Prague 7 w www.zoopraha.cz
Thanks to its prime location Prague Zoo belongs among the loveliest 
zoos in the world. This beautiful stretch of the outdoors with its animal 
inhabitants is apt for all generations of visitors. C1

Prague Botanical Garden (Botanická zahrada hl. m. Prahy)
q Trojská 196, Prague 7 w www.botanicka.cz
The garden offers almost 30 hectares of landscaped areas, including the 
Fata Morgana tropical greenhouse exhibit, letting you enjoy a trip to the 
tropics at any time of the year. C1

Aquapalace Prague q Pražská 138, Průhonice – Čestlice
w www.aquapalace.cz
The biggest entertainment aqua park in Central Europe, where you’ll enjoy 
memorable moments in this singular sports and leisure complex awash 
with aquatic attractions.

Petřín Funicular (Lanová dráha na Petřín) q Újezd, Prague 1 w www.dpp.cz
A popular funicular railway running since 1891. It is integrated into the 
public transport network and takes you to the top of Petřín Hill. C3

Mirror labyrinth at Petřín (Zrcadlové bludiště) 
q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
From the outside it looks like a mini castle, inside, instead of secret 
passages you’ll meet a maze of mirrors. Spontaneous children’s laughter 
echoes in the Hall of laughter, with its distorting mirrors. C3

Historical Tram Line No. 41
From the Holešovice exhibition grounds or the Střešovice yard, at 
weekends from April to November, the historical tram sets off on its 
regular route through the city centre. D2

Experiential tours
You don’t have to explore the charm of Prague on foot. What not try 
a fairytale carriage, a vintage car, an ecotrain or a scenic balloon flight? 
There are plenty of options. For more information, please visit our Tourist 
Information and Visitor Centres.

Prague City Tourism
Tourist Information and Visitor Centres
Tourist Information Centres
Our TICs, located at key places in the historical centre and at the 
international airport, serve to advise you about Prague, with informative 
brochures and maps (free of charge) and a wide range of tourism-oriented 
services, such as tourist benefi t cards, accommodation, public transport 
travel, admission tickets to cultural events etc. Open daily.

 Old Town Hall (Staroměstská radnice) q Staroměstské náměstí 1 D3
 Rytířská 12 q corner of Na Můstku street D3
 Wenceslas square (upper part) q corner of Štěpánská street D3
 Václav Havel Airport Prague q Terminal 1 and Terminal 2
z +420 221 714 714 f tourinfo@prague.eu

E-shop
At w www.eshop.prague.eu you can book or order educational tours, 
your own private guides or our maps and brochures, as well as items of 
merchandise.

Join our guided walking tours!
Our trained, licensed guides will give you an engaging, but historically 
accurate walking tour of the key sights of the Old Town.
dates: every Saturday in English (exceptionally in German)
time: start at 2 p.m. 
prize: CZK 300 per person
Book in person at the Guide Offi ce or at our Tourist information centres or 
visit w eshop.prague.eu/walkingtours.

Added-value guided tours
Our highly qualifi ed guides will acquaint you with the Czech metropolis, 
whether on foot or on sightseeing rides. We offer specialized as well as 
basic routes.
Tour guide services q Old Town Hall
z +420 221 714 569, +420 775 855 037 f guides@prague.eu

w www.prague.eu
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Prague A city of magic and romance, a gem of architecture down the centuries; 
full of captivating ambience, resounding with the melodies of great 
composers, but also a modern metropolis pulsating with life; Prague 
is all these, one of the fi nest cities in the world. In 1992 its historical 
centre was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Area: 496 km2 Population: 1,290,000 Geographical location: 50° 05‘ 19‘‘ 
North, 14° 25‘ 17‘‘ East, 235 m above sea level (avg.) Time zone: Central 
European Time (GMT +1) – CET daylight saving time +1 (GMT +2) 
Climate: Central European, temperate with 4 seasons Vltava River flows 
through the city for 31 km, widest point 330 m Historical centre: Prague 
Castle (Hradčany), Lesser Town (Malá Strana), Old Town (Staré Město), 
New Town (Nové Město) and Vyšehrad

Practical information:
Emergency phone line: 112 Czech Republic dialling code: +420
x Václav Havel Airport Prague (Letiště Václava Havla Praha)
w www.prg.aero, 30 minutes from city centre

Airport access: Hlavní nádraží (y C) j Airport Express, trip length 
approx. 33 minutes Nádraží Veleslavín (y A) j 119, trip length approx. 
17 minutes Zličín (y B) j 100, trip length approx. 16 minutes
Anděl (y B) j 191, trip length approx. 51 minutes Night bus j 910

Public transport w www.dpp.cz z +420 296 19 18 17
Tourist passes for 24 (t CZK 110) or 72 hours (t CZK 310)
Municipal Health centre Prague (Městská poliklinika Praha) 
q Spálená 12, Prague 1 z +420 222 924 295 D3
24 hour Pharmacy q Palackého 5, Prague 1 z +420 224 946 982 D3
Currency: Czech koruna (CZK); 1 euro = approx. 26 CZK coins: 1, 2, 5, 
10, 20, 50 CZK banknotes: 100, 200, 500, 1000, 2000, 5000 CZK
p Most shops, restaurants, hotels and other services accept major 
international payment cards. Cash available via a dense network of 
ATMs.

Main Post Offi ce q Jindřišská 14, Prague 1 z +420 954 211 000
w www.ceskaposta.cz daily 2:00–24:00 D3

Public toilets – in all Metro stations, usual opening hours: Mon–Fri 
6:00–21:00, Sat–Sun 8:00–20:00, longer at central and connecting 
stations.

Public holidays in the Czech Republic
1 Jan – New Year’s Day, Czech State Day  Good Friday and Easter 
Monday (moveable feast)  1 May – Labour Day  8 May – Victory Day
 5 July – Day of the Slavic missionaries Cyril & Methodius  6 July – 
Master John Hus Immolation Day  28 Sept – Czech Statehood Day
  28 Oct – Czechoslovak State Inception Day  17 Nov – Freedom and 
Democracy Day  24 Dec – Christmas Eve  25 Dec – Christmas Day
  26 Dec – St Stephen’s Day

Top Prague Sights
Prague Castle (Pražský hrad) q Prague 1 – Hradčany w www.hrad.cz
The Prague Castle panorama is one of the most impressive anywhere. 
One of the largest castle complexes in the world, with historical palaces, 
church buildings, extensive gardens and picturesque vistas. Prague 
Castle has for over a thousand years symbolized Czech statehood. Most 
notable is the Gothic Cathedral of Sts Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert 
(1344). C2

Charles Bridge (Karlův most) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town, Old Town
The oldest and most renowned Prague bridge was built in 1357 by 
Charles IV. At both ends stand fortifi ed bridge towers – The twin Lesser 
Town towers and the Old Town tower, which is one of the fi nest gate 
towers of Gothic Europe. C3

St Nicholas Church (Kostel sv. Mikuláše) 
q Malostranské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.stnicholas.cz
A prime example of Prague Baroque, with distinctive dome and bell tower. 
The Church is a key part of the panorama, not just the left bank of the 
Vltava River. While staying in Prague, W. A. Mozart played the organ here. 
C3

Old Town Hall and Horologe (Staroměstská radnice s orlojem)
q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.prague.eu/oldtownhall
The Old Town Hall dates from 1338, presiding over the Old Town. The 
oldest Gothic part of the complex is the tower and the oriel chapel, as 
well as the medieval horologe, where every hour between 9:00–23:00 
the 12 Apostles are to be seen. D3

The Church of Our Lady Victorious – ‘Child of Prague’ (Kostel Panny 
Marie Vítězné – Pražské Jezulátko) q Karmelitská 9, Prague 1
w www.pragjesu.cz
An early Baroque church renowned for its Infant Jesus statue from 
Spain, donated to the Carmelites by Polyxena of Lobkowitz (1628). C3

Strahov Monastery (Strahovský klášter)
q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz
The Premonstratensian monastery dates from 1140. Its grounds 
include the heritage Strahov library and Strahov picture gallery, with 
remarkable collections of Central European Gothic, Rudolfi ne, Baroque 
and Rococo works of art. B3

Loreta q Loretánské náměstí 7, Prague 1 w www.loreta.cz
A Marian pilgrimage place with replica Holy House, and the Baroque 
Church of the Nativity. The so-called Loreto treasure is a set of missal 
objects, the most famous being the Diamond monstrance. B3/2

Clementinum q Mariánské náměstí 5, Prague 1 w www.klementinum.com
An extensive complex, originally a Jesuit College. The guided tour 
includes the Astronomical Tower and Baroque Library Hall. The Mirrored 
Chapel distinctively beset with mirrors is used as a concert hall. C3

The Old-New Synagogue (Staronová synagoga)
q Červená st., Prague 1 w www.kehilaprag.cz
Among the oldest and most valuable European and World Jewish 
monuments, the oldest synagogue in Central Europe. The early Gothic, 
late 13th century building is still the temple for Prague’s Jewish 
community. D2

The Church of Our Lady before Týn (Chrám Matky Boží před Týnem)
q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.tyn.cz
One of the most impressive Gothic sacral buildings in Prague with an 
extensive gallery of Gothic, Renaissance and early Baroque works, e.g. fi ne 
altarpieces by Karel Škréta and the tomb of astronomer Tycho Brahe. D3

Municipal House (Obecní dům) q náměstí Republiky 5, Prague 1
w www.obecnidum.cz
Early 20th century Prague Art Nouveau at its best, the work of major 
artists of the period headed by none less than the renowned painter Alfons 
Mucha. The Smetana Concert Hall dominates the stunning interior. D3

Powder Tower (Prašná brána) q Na Příkopě, Prague 1
w www.muzeumprahy.cz
A landmark of late Gothic Prague, the start of the so-called Royal route to 
Prague Castle. It used to be a gunpowder warehouse. D3

Vyšehrad – V Pevnosti, Prague 2 w www.praha-vysehrad.cz
According to ancient legend the oldest seat of Czech princes, in fact the 
fortress dates back to the 10th century. Its parks encompass architectural 
treasures like the Romanesque Rotunda of St Martin, the neo-Gothic 
church of Sts Peter and Paul, the National Cemetery and other places of 
note. D4

Modern architecture
Petřín Lookout Tower (Petřínská rozhledna)
q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
One of Prague’s unmissable landmarks, built in 1891 as a loose copy of 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris, on a 1:5 scale. C3

Church of the Most Sacred Heart of Our Lord (Kostel Nejsvětějšího Srdce 
Páně) q náměstí Jiřího z Poděbrad, Prague 3 w www.srdcepane.cz
The prime 20th century Czech sacral building by the Slovenian architect 
Jože Plečnik. The distinctive and monumental edifi ce is inspired by 
ancient Christian designs. E3

House at the Black Madonna (Dům U Černé Matky Boží)
q Ovocný trh 19, Prague 1 w www.upm.cz
The pinnacle of Czech Cubist architecture, exceptional for its façade 
and Cubist layout design, which goes right into the interior. Also houses 
a permanent exhibition of Czech Cubism. D3

Müller’s villa (Müllerova vila) q Nad Hradním vodojemem 14, Prague 6
w www.muzeumprahy.cz
The villa is a world masterpiece of architectural avant-garde. The outside 
seems curtly functionalist, the internal layout being more remarkable, 
‘flowing’ one into another. B2

The Dancing House (Tančící dům) q Jiráskovo náměstí 6, Prague 2
w www.tancici-dum.cz
This exceptional building is a pillar of modern Prague architecture; 
Inspired by the dancing skill of that famous movie couple – Fred Astaire 
and Ginger Rogers. C3

Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7
w www.ngprague.cz
Once the largest building of its kind in the world, the fi rst functionalist 
building in Prague, impressively sized at 140 x 75 m. Today it holds the 
National Gallery’s modern art collections. D2

Žižkov TV tower (Žižkovská televizní věž)
q Mahlerovy sady 1, Prague 3 w www.towerpark.cz
Without a doubt towering over Prague at 216 m, the tallest building in 
the city. Climbing the tower’s exterior are 10 giant baby statues by David 
Černý. E3

The National Gallery in Prague (Národní galerie v Praze):
 Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7
Showing: The Arts in Czechoslovakia 1918–1989 (from 28 Oct 2018) D2
 Convent of St Agnes of Bohemia (Klášter sv. Anežky České)
q U Milosrdných 17, Prague 1
Showing: Medieval Art in Bohemia and Central Europe 1200–1550 D2
 Sternberg Palace (Šternberský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 15, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall C2
 Schwarzenberg Palace (Schwarzenberský palác)
q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1
Showing: The Baroque in Bohemia (till August 2018) C3
 Salm Palace (Salmovský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1
Showing: The TBA21 Contemporary Arts Centre (from 6 Jun 2018) C3
 Kinský Palace (Palác Kinských) q Staroměstské nám. 12, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
p More information at w www.ngprague.cz (we recommend keeping an 
eye on the websites in case of exhibition and venue changes)

The Prague City Gallery (Galerie hlavního města Prahy):
 Troja Chateau (Trojský zámek) q U Trojského zámku 4/1, Prague 7
Showing: The architecture and decor of Chateau Troja C1
 Bílek Villa q Mickiewiczova 1, Prague 6
Showing: The Studio of František Bílek, Czech symbolist sculptor and 
graphic artist C2
 The House at the Stone Bell (Dům U Kamenného zvonu)
q Staroměstské náměstí 13, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
 Municipal Library (2nd floor) q Mariánské náměstí 1, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
 House of Photography (Dům fotografi e) q Revoluční 5, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D2
p More information at w www.ghmp.cz

Picture Gallery of Prague Castle (Obrazárna Pražského hradu)
q Prague Castle – II. nádvoří, Prague 1 w www.kulturanahrade.cz
Showing: Paintings from the Castle collections C2

The Strahov picture gallery (Strahovská obrazárna)
q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz
Showing: A collection of Czech and European art from Gothic to 
romanticism B3

DOX – Centre for Contemporary Art q Poupětova 1, Prague 7 w www.dox.cz
Presenting contemporary art, architecture and design E1

Vltava, and life on the river
Prague’s Riverbanks (Náplavky) w www.prazskenaplavky.cz
Prague’s riverbanks are some of its favourite promenades, and during the 
summer they become the centres of Prague’s cultural life and leisure-time 
activities.

Rental boats and pedalos
Popular pedalos or boats are an interesting and romantic alternative way 
to spend summer leisure time in Prague.

Sightseeing cruises
River Cruises offer an unforgettable view of the historic centre of Prague 
and many novel experiences.

 The Prague Steamboat Company (Pražská paroplavební společnost)
q Rašínovo embankment and Čechův bridge wharf 
w www.paroplavba.cz – also trips to the ZOO (April – September) C3;D2
 Evropská vodní doprava – Prague Boats
q Čechův bridge wharf, w www.evd.cz D2
 Prague Venice (Pražské Benátky) q Judita, Čertovka, Mánes and Four 
Seasons wharfs w www.prazskebenatky.cz C3;C3;C2 and C3
 Prague ferry steamers (Parníky Praha) q Dvořákovo embankment, 
Na Františku w www.parniky-praha.eu D2
 Jazzboat q Čechův bridge wharf w www.jazzboat.cz – an exceptional 
floating jazz club D2

Prague’s Parks and Gardens
Prague Castle Gardens (Zahrady Pražského hradu)
qPrague Castle, Prague 1 wwww.hrad.cz
Historically most notable is the Royal Garden from 1534, with its singing 
fountain, which belongs among the fi nest Renaissance water fountains 
in Europe. From the Southern gardens, stretching beneath the Castle 
frontage, you get breathtaking views over Prague’s historical centre. C2

The Palace Gardens under Prague Castle (Palácové zahrady pod 
Pražským hradem)
q Valdštejnská 12 – 14, Prague 1 w www.palacove-zahrady.cz
On the southern slopes below Prague Castle is a showpiece complex 
of interrelated historical gardens with rich architectural decor, lookout 
terraces and pavilions set among the vegetation to charming effect. C2

Wallenstein Garden (Valdštejnská zahrada) q Letenská st., Prague 1
A geometrically set out early Baroque garden with monumental sala 
terrena and artifi cial grotto with a distinctive atmosphere. Free ranging 
peacocks accompany your walk. C2

Vrtba Garden (Vrtbovská zahrada) q Karmelitská 25, Prague 1 
w www.vrtbovska.cz
One of the most important and fi nest Baroque gardens, though compact, 
architecturally original on its awkward slope, with sculptural artistic merit 
that makes it a garden of European importance. C3

Vojanovy sady gardens q U Lužického semináře 17, Prague 1
A little mysterious and unjustly overlooked. The pensiveness of Vojanovy 
sady has lingered since the Middle Ages, when it was a monastery 
garden. C3

Petřín park (Petřínské sady) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town
Petřín Hill is one of the largest urban expanses of greenery and its slopes 
are an oasis of calm in the centre of Prague. Atop stands Petřín lookout 
tower, which offers an enchanting view of the whole city. C3/B3

Franciscan garden (Františkánská zahrada)
q Jungmannovo náměstí, Prague 1
The cosy green nook in the heart of the city invites you to stop and take 
a breath when walking around Prague. The local herbaceous beds are 
a treat. D3

Rieger’s park (Riegrovy sady) q Prague 2 – Vinohrady
This park, over a hundred years old, has many half-hid nooks, wooded 
glades, open leas and uncommon vistas of Prague. E3/D3

Vyšehrad park (Vyšehradské sady) q Prague 2 – Vyšehrad
A magical place of myths and legends, with romantic hideaways and 
beautiful vistas of the Vltava River. D4

Royal Park (Královská obora) – Stromovka q Prague 7 – Bubeneč
The sprawling park covers an area of 95 ha in close proximity to 
Holešovice Exhibition grounds. It is the ideal place for romantic walks, 
picnics, sport and leisure. D1,D2/C1,C2

Letná park (Letenské sady) q Prague 7 – Holešovice
An extensive park with large grassy areas, mature trees and a varied mix 
of tree species and a long plane-tree avenue, providing a nice place to sit 
and great city views. D2/C2

Museum & Galleries
The National Museum (Národní muzeum):
 The National Museum historical building (Historická budova Národního 
muzea) q Václavské náměstí 68, Prague 1
Closed for refurbishment until 28 Oct 2018 D3
 The National Museum new building (Nová budova Národního muzea)
q Vinohradská 1, Prague 1
Showing: “Noah’s Ark” natural history exposition D3
 Czech Museum of Music (České muzeum hudby)
q Karmelitská 2/4, Prague 1
Showing: Man – Instrument – Music (400 historical musical instruments, 
incl. the pianoforte played by W. A. Mozart) C3
 Lapidary (Lapidárium) q Výstaviště 422, Prague 7
Showing: The monuments of stone carving in Bohemia, 11–19th centuries  D1
p For other National Museum exhibits, see w www.nm.cz

The City of Prague Museum (Muzeum hlavního města Prahy)
q Na Poříčí 52, Prague 8 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
Showing: The Langweil model of Prague, the history of Prague from 
prehistory to the Middle Ages and the present day D2
 The House at the Golden Ring (Dům U Zlatého prstenu) 
q Týnská 6, Prague 1
Showing: Prague under Charles IV (a burgeoning European Medieval City) 
D3

Museum Kampa q U Sovových mlýnů 2, Prague 1
w www.museumkampa.cz
Showing: A collection of Central European modern art and artworks by 
pioneering abstract painter František Kupka, and Czech Cubist sculptor 
Otto Gutfreund. C3

Jewish Museum in Prague (Židovské muzeum v Praze)
q Maiselova 15, Prague 1 w www.jewishmuseum.cz
One of the oldest and continuously run Jewish museums in the world, 
documenting the history, traditions and customs of the Jewish population 
in the Czech lands. Also under the Museum’s care are: The Old Jewish 
Cemetery (Starý židovský hřbitov), Spanish synagogue (Španělská 
synagoga), Pinkas synagogue (Pinkasova synagoga), Ceremonial 
Hall (Obřadní síň), Maisel synagogue (Maiselova synagoga), Klausen 
synagogue (Klausová synagoga), and the Robert Guttmann Gallery. D2

Prague ferryboats
Prague ferries are the greatest way to cross between Prague’s right and 
left banks. From April to October, and normal Public transport (MHD) 
tickets apply. More information at w www.dpp.cz or w www.ropid.cz.

Vltava River Islands
By the waterside you can also enjoy any of Prague’s islands.

 Kampa q Prague 1 – an island between the main course of the Vltava 
River and its Čertovka offshoot, one of the most romantic and lovely 
places in Prague C3
 Slovanský Island (Slovanský ostrov) q Prague 1 – the one island on the 
Vltava River with a signifi cant park, with its showy neo-Renaissance Žofín 
palace C3
 Střelecký Island (Střelecký ostrov) q Prague 1 – a cosy place shaded 
by ancient trees, captures the atmosphere of old times with uncommon 
views of Prague C3

Prague attractions
Prague Zoo (Zoologická zahrada hl. m. Prahy)
q U Trojského zámku 3, Prague 7 w www.zoopraha.cz
Thanks to its prime location Prague Zoo belongs among the loveliest 
zoos in the world. This beautiful stretch of the outdoors with its animal 
inhabitants is apt for all generations of visitors. C1

Prague Botanical Garden (Botanická zahrada hl. m. Prahy)
q Trojská 196, Prague 7 w www.botanicka.cz
The garden offers almost 30 hectares of landscaped areas, including the 
Fata Morgana tropical greenhouse exhibit, letting you enjoy a trip to the 
tropics at any time of the year. C1

Aquapalace Prague q Pražská 138, Průhonice – Čestlice
w www.aquapalace.cz
The biggest entertainment aqua park in Central Europe, where you’ll enjoy 
memorable moments in this singular sports and leisure complex awash 
with aquatic attractions.

Petřín Funicular (Lanová dráha na Petřín) q Újezd, Prague 1 w www.dpp.cz
A popular funicular railway running since 1891. It is integrated into the 
public transport network and takes you to the top of Petřín Hill. C3

Mirror labyrinth at Petřín (Zrcadlové bludiště) 
q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
From the outside it looks like a mini castle, inside, instead of secret 
passages you’ll meet a maze of mirrors. Spontaneous children’s laughter 
echoes in the Hall of laughter, with its distorting mirrors. C3

Historical Tram Line No. 41
From the Holešovice exhibition grounds or the Střešovice yard, at 
weekends from April to November, the historical tram sets off on its 
regular route through the city centre. D2

Experiential tours
You don’t have to explore the charm of Prague on foot. What not try 
a fairytale carriage, a vintage car, an ecotrain or a scenic balloon flight? 
There are plenty of options. For more information, please visit our Tourist 
Information and Visitor Centres.

Prague City Tourism
Tourist Information and Visitor Centres
Tourist Information Centres
Our TICs, located at key places in the historical centre and at the 
international airport, serve to advise you about Prague, with informative 
brochures and maps (free of charge) and a wide range of tourism-oriented 
services, such as tourist benefi t cards, accommodation, public transport 
travel, admission tickets to cultural events etc. Open daily.

 Old Town Hall (Staroměstská radnice) q Staroměstské náměstí 1 D3
 Rytířská 12 q corner of Na Můstku street D3
 Wenceslas square (upper part) q corner of Štěpánská street D3
 Václav Havel Airport Prague q Terminal 1 and Terminal 2
z +420 221 714 714 f tourinfo@prague.eu

E-shop
At w www.eshop.prague.eu you can book or order educational tours, 
your own private guides or our maps and brochures, as well as items of 
merchandise.

Join our guided walking tours!
Our trained, licensed guides will give you an engaging, but historically 
accurate walking tour of the key sights of the Old Town.
dates: every Saturday in English (exceptionally in German)
time: start at 2 p.m. 
prize: CZK 300 per person
Book in person at the Guide Offi ce or at our Tourist information centres or 
visit w eshop.prague.eu/walkingtours.

Added-value guided tours
Our highly qualifi ed guides will acquaint you with the Czech metropolis, 
whether on foot or on sightseeing rides. We offer specialized as well as 
basic routes.
Tour guide services q Old Town Hall
z +420 221 714 569, +420 775 855 037 f guides@prague.eu

w www.prague.eu
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With Prague City Tourism 
maps and guides, you’ll feel 
right at home in Prague.
Pick up these and other titles free of charge 
at one of our Tourist Information Centres, 
where we’ll also be happy to assist:

 Old Town Hall
q  Old Town Square 1, Prague 1
r daily 9:00–19:00 

Na Můstku
q   Rytířská 12, Prague 1
r daily 9:00–19:00
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With Prague City Tourism maps and guides, you‘ll feel right at home in Prague. Pick up these and other titles free of charge at one of our tourist information centers, where we‘ll also be happy to assist: q   Old Town Hall, Old Town Square No. 1, Prague 1 r daily 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. q   Na Můstku, Rytířská No. 12, Prague 1 r daily 9 a.m. - 7 p.m Prague.eu 

Czech design shops, studios and showrooms prague.eu/design
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With Prague City Tourism maps and guides, you’ll feel right at home in Prague. Pick up these and other titles free of charge at one of our tourist information centres, where we’ll also be happy to assist. Old Town Hall, q   Old Town Square No. 1, Prague 1 r  daily 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. Na Můstku, q   Rytířská No. 12, Prague 1 r daily 9 a.m. - 7 p.m Discover the magic of Prague�s neighbourhoods with our professional guides! Book your private tour via eshop.prague.eu.
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Prague A city of magic and romance, a gem of architecture down the centuries; 
full of captivating ambience, resounding with the melodies of great 
composers, but also a modern metropolis pulsating with life; Prague 
is all these, one of the fi nest cities in the world. In 1992 its historical 
centre was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Area: 496 km2 Population: 1,290,000 Geographical location: 50° 05‘ 19‘‘ 
North, 14° 25‘ 17‘‘ East, 235 m above sea level (avg.) Time zone: Central 
European Time (GMT +1) – CET daylight saving time +1 (GMT +2) 
Climate: Central European, temperate with 4 seasons Vltava River flows 
through the city for 31 km, widest point 330 m Historical centre: Prague 
Castle (Hradčany), Lesser Town (Malá Strana), Old Town (Staré Město), 
New Town (Nové Město) and Vyšehrad

Practical information:
Emergency phone line: 112 Czech Republic dialling code: +420
x Václav Havel Airport Prague (Letiště Václava Havla Praha)
w www.prg.aero, 30 minutes from city centre

Airport access: Hlavní nádraží (y C) j Airport Express, trip length 
approx. 33 minutes Nádraží Veleslavín (y A) j 119, trip length approx. 
17 minutes Zličín (y B) j 100, trip length approx. 16 minutes
Anděl (y B) j 191, trip length approx. 51 minutes Night bus j 910

Public transport w www.dpp.cz z +420 296 19 18 17
Tourist passes for 24 (t CZK 110) or 72 hours (t CZK 310)
Municipal Health centre Prague (Městská poliklinika Praha) 
q Spálená 12, Prague 1 z +420 222 924 295 D3
24 hour Pharmacy q Palackého 5, Prague 1 z +420 224 946 982 D3
Currency: Czech koruna (CZK); 1 euro = approx. 26 CZK coins: 1, 2, 5, 
10, 20, 50 CZK banknotes: 100, 200, 500, 1000, 2000, 5000 CZK
p Most shops, restaurants, hotels and other services accept major 
international payment cards. Cash available via a dense network of 
ATMs.

Main Post Offi ce q Jindřišská 14, Prague 1 z +420 954 211 000
w www.ceskaposta.cz daily 2:00–24:00 D3

Public toilets – in all Metro stations, usual opening hours: Mon–Fri 
6:00–21:00, Sat–Sun 8:00–20:00, longer at central and connecting 
stations.

Public holidays in the Czech Republic
1 Jan – New Year’s Day, Czech State Day  Good Friday and Easter 
Monday (moveable feast)  1 May – Labour Day  8 May – Victory Day
 5 July – Day of the Slavic missionaries Cyril & Methodius  6 July – 
Master John Hus Immolation Day  28 Sept – Czech Statehood Day
  28 Oct – Czechoslovak State Inception Day  17 Nov – Freedom and 
Democracy Day  24 Dec – Christmas Eve  25 Dec – Christmas Day
  26 Dec – St Stephen’s Day

Top Prague Sights
Prague Castle (Pražský hrad) q Prague 1 – Hradčany w www.hrad.cz
The Prague Castle panorama is one of the most impressive anywhere. 
One of the largest castle complexes in the world, with historical palaces, 
church buildings, extensive gardens and picturesque vistas. Prague 
Castle has for over a thousand years symbolized Czech statehood. Most 
notable is the Gothic Cathedral of Sts Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert 
(1344). C2

Charles Bridge (Karlův most) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town, Old Town
The oldest and most renowned Prague bridge was built in 1357 by 
Charles IV. At both ends stand fortifi ed bridge towers – The twin Lesser 
Town towers and the Old Town tower, which is one of the fi nest gate 
towers of Gothic Europe. C3

St Nicholas Church (Kostel sv. Mikuláše) 
q Malostranské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.stnicholas.cz
A prime example of Prague Baroque, with distinctive dome and bell tower. 
The Church is a key part of the panorama, not just the left bank of the 
Vltava River. While staying in Prague, W. A. Mozart played the organ here. 
C3

Old Town Hall and Horologe (Staroměstská radnice s orlojem)
q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.prague.eu/oldtownhall
The Old Town Hall dates from 1338, presiding over the Old Town. The 
oldest Gothic part of the complex is the tower and the oriel chapel, as 
well as the medieval horologe, where every hour between 9:00–23:00 
the 12 Apostles are to be seen. D3

The Church of Our Lady Victorious – ‘Child of Prague’ (Kostel Panny 
Marie Vítězné – Pražské Jezulátko) q Karmelitská 9, Prague 1
w www.pragjesu.cz
An early Baroque church renowned for its Infant Jesus statue from 
Spain, donated to the Carmelites by Polyxena of Lobkowitz (1628). C3

Strahov Monastery (Strahovský klášter)
q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz
The Premonstratensian monastery dates from 1140. Its grounds 
include the heritage Strahov library and Strahov picture gallery, with 
remarkable collections of Central European Gothic, Rudolfi ne, Baroque 
and Rococo works of art. B3

Loreta q Loretánské náměstí 7, Prague 1 w www.loreta.cz
A Marian pilgrimage place with replica Holy House, and the Baroque 
Church of the Nativity. The so-called Loreto treasure is a set of missal 
objects, the most famous being the Diamond monstrance. B3/2

Clementinum q Mariánské náměstí 5, Prague 1 w www.klementinum.com
An extensive complex, originally a Jesuit College. The guided tour 
includes the Astronomical Tower and Baroque Library Hall. The Mirrored 
Chapel distinctively beset with mirrors is used as a concert hall. C3

The Old-New Synagogue (Staronová synagoga)
q Červená st., Prague 1 w www.kehilaprag.cz
Among the oldest and most valuable European and World Jewish 
monuments, the oldest synagogue in Central Europe. The early Gothic, 
late 13th century building is still the temple for Prague’s Jewish 
community. D2

The Church of Our Lady before Týn (Chrám Matky Boží před Týnem)
q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.tyn.cz
One of the most impressive Gothic sacral buildings in Prague with an 
extensive gallery of Gothic, Renaissance and early Baroque works, e.g. fi ne 
altarpieces by Karel Škréta and the tomb of astronomer Tycho Brahe. D3

Municipal House (Obecní dům) q náměstí Republiky 5, Prague 1
w www.obecnidum.cz
Early 20th century Prague Art Nouveau at its best, the work of major 
artists of the period headed by none less than the renowned painter Alfons 
Mucha. The Smetana Concert Hall dominates the stunning interior. D3

Powder Tower (Prašná brána) q Na Příkopě, Prague 1
w www.muzeumprahy.cz
A landmark of late Gothic Prague, the start of the so-called Royal route to 
Prague Castle. It used to be a gunpowder warehouse. D3

Vyšehrad – V Pevnosti, Prague 2 w www.praha-vysehrad.cz
According to ancient legend the oldest seat of Czech princes, in fact the 
fortress dates back to the 10th century. Its parks encompass architectural 
treasures like the Romanesque Rotunda of St Martin, the neo-Gothic 
church of Sts Peter and Paul, the National Cemetery and other places of 
note. D4

Modern architecture
Petřín Lookout Tower (Petřínská rozhledna)
q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
One of Prague’s unmissable landmarks, built in 1891 as a loose copy of 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris, on a 1:5 scale. C3

Church of the Most Sacred Heart of Our Lord (Kostel Nejsvětějšího Srdce 
Páně) q náměstí Jiřího z Poděbrad, Prague 3 w www.srdcepane.cz
The prime 20th century Czech sacral building by the Slovenian architect 
Jože Plečnik. The distinctive and monumental edifi ce is inspired by 
ancient Christian designs. E3

House at the Black Madonna (Dům U Černé Matky Boží)
q Ovocný trh 19, Prague 1 w www.upm.cz
The pinnacle of Czech Cubist architecture, exceptional for its façade 
and Cubist layout design, which goes right into the interior. Also houses 
a permanent exhibition of Czech Cubism. D3

Müller’s villa (Müllerova vila) q Nad Hradním vodojemem 14, Prague 6
w www.muzeumprahy.cz
The villa is a world masterpiece of architectural avant-garde. The outside 
seems curtly functionalist, the internal layout being more remarkable, 
‘flowing’ one into another. B2

The Dancing House (Tančící dům) q Jiráskovo náměstí 6, Prague 2
w www.tancici-dum.cz
This exceptional building is a pillar of modern Prague architecture; 
Inspired by the dancing skill of that famous movie couple – Fred Astaire 
and Ginger Rogers. C3

Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7
w www.ngprague.cz
Once the largest building of its kind in the world, the fi rst functionalist 
building in Prague, impressively sized at 140 x 75 m. Today it holds the 
National Gallery’s modern art collections. D2

Žižkov TV tower (Žižkovská televizní věž)
q Mahlerovy sady 1, Prague 3 w www.towerpark.cz
Without a doubt towering over Prague at 216 m, the tallest building in 
the city. Climbing the tower’s exterior are 10 giant baby statues by David 
Černý. E3

The National Gallery in Prague (Národní galerie v Praze):
 Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7
Showing: The Arts in Czechoslovakia 1918–1989 (from 28 Oct 2018) D2
 Convent of St Agnes of Bohemia (Klášter sv. Anežky České)
q U Milosrdných 17, Prague 1
Showing: Medieval Art in Bohemia and Central Europe 1200–1550 D2
 Sternberg Palace (Šternberský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 15, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall C2
 Schwarzenberg Palace (Schwarzenberský palác)
q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1
Showing: The Baroque in Bohemia (till August 2018) C3
 Salm Palace (Salmovský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1
Showing: The TBA21 Contemporary Arts Centre (from 6 Jun 2018) C3
 Kinský Palace (Palác Kinských) q Staroměstské nám. 12, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
p More information at w www.ngprague.cz (we recommend keeping an 
eye on the websites in case of exhibition and venue changes)

The Prague City Gallery (Galerie hlavního města Prahy):
 Troja Chateau (Trojský zámek) q U Trojského zámku 4/1, Prague 7
Showing: The architecture and decor of Chateau Troja C1
 Bílek Villa q Mickiewiczova 1, Prague 6
Showing: The Studio of František Bílek, Czech symbolist sculptor and 
graphic artist C2
 The House at the Stone Bell (Dům U Kamenného zvonu)
q Staroměstské náměstí 13, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
 Municipal Library (2nd floor) q Mariánské náměstí 1, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
 House of Photography (Dům fotografi e) q Revoluční 5, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D2
p More information at w www.ghmp.cz

Picture Gallery of Prague Castle (Obrazárna Pražského hradu)
q Prague Castle – II. nádvoří, Prague 1 w www.kulturanahrade.cz
Showing: Paintings from the Castle collections C2

The Strahov picture gallery (Strahovská obrazárna)
q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz
Showing: A collection of Czech and European art from Gothic to 
romanticism B3

DOX – Centre for Contemporary Art q Poupětova 1, Prague 7 w www.dox.cz
Presenting contemporary art, architecture and design E1

Vltava, and life on the river
Prague’s Riverbanks (Náplavky) w www.prazskenaplavky.cz
Prague’s riverbanks are some of its favourite promenades, and during the 
summer they become the centres of Prague’s cultural life and leisure-time 
activities.

Rental boats and pedalos
Popular pedalos or boats are an interesting and romantic alternative way 
to spend summer leisure time in Prague.

Sightseeing cruises
River Cruises offer an unforgettable view of the historic centre of Prague 
and many novel experiences.

 The Prague Steamboat Company (Pražská paroplavební společnost)
q Rašínovo embankment and Čechův bridge wharf 
w www.paroplavba.cz – also trips to the ZOO (April – September) C3;D2
 Evropská vodní doprava – Prague Boats
q Čechův bridge wharf, w www.evd.cz D2
 Prague Venice (Pražské Benátky) q Judita, Čertovka, Mánes and Four 
Seasons wharfs w www.prazskebenatky.cz C3;C3;C2 and C3
 Prague ferry steamers (Parníky Praha) q Dvořákovo embankment, 
Na Františku w www.parniky-praha.eu D2
 Jazzboat q Čechův bridge wharf w www.jazzboat.cz – an exceptional 
floating jazz club D2

Prague’s Parks and Gardens
Prague Castle Gardens (Zahrady Pražského hradu)
qPrague Castle, Prague 1 wwww.hrad.cz
Historically most notable is the Royal Garden from 1534, with its singing 
fountain, which belongs among the fi nest Renaissance water fountains 
in Europe. From the Southern gardens, stretching beneath the Castle 
frontage, you get breathtaking views over Prague’s historical centre. C2

The Palace Gardens under Prague Castle (Palácové zahrady pod 
Pražským hradem)
q Valdštejnská 12 – 14, Prague 1 w www.palacove-zahrady.cz
On the southern slopes below Prague Castle is a showpiece complex 
of interrelated historical gardens with rich architectural decor, lookout 
terraces and pavilions set among the vegetation to charming effect. C2

Wallenstein Garden (Valdštejnská zahrada) q Letenská st., Prague 1
A geometrically set out early Baroque garden with monumental sala 
terrena and artifi cial grotto with a distinctive atmosphere. Free ranging 
peacocks accompany your walk. C2

Vrtba Garden (Vrtbovská zahrada) q Karmelitská 25, Prague 1 
w www.vrtbovska.cz
One of the most important and fi nest Baroque gardens, though compact, 
architecturally original on its awkward slope, with sculptural artistic merit 
that makes it a garden of European importance. C3

Vojanovy sady gardens q U Lužického semináře 17, Prague 1
A little mysterious and unjustly overlooked. The pensiveness of Vojanovy 
sady has lingered since the Middle Ages, when it was a monastery 
garden. C3

Petřín park (Petřínské sady) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town
Petřín Hill is one of the largest urban expanses of greenery and its slopes 
are an oasis of calm in the centre of Prague. Atop stands Petřín lookout 
tower, which offers an enchanting view of the whole city. C3/B3

Franciscan garden (Františkánská zahrada)
q Jungmannovo náměstí, Prague 1
The cosy green nook in the heart of the city invites you to stop and take 
a breath when walking around Prague. The local herbaceous beds are 
a treat. D3

Rieger’s park (Riegrovy sady) q Prague 2 – Vinohrady
This park, over a hundred years old, has many half-hid nooks, wooded 
glades, open leas and uncommon vistas of Prague. E3/D3

Vyšehrad park (Vyšehradské sady) q Prague 2 – Vyšehrad
A magical place of myths and legends, with romantic hideaways and 
beautiful vistas of the Vltava River. D4

Royal Park (Královská obora) – Stromovka q Prague 7 – Bubeneč
The sprawling park covers an area of 95 ha in close proximity to 
Holešovice Exhibition grounds. It is the ideal place for romantic walks, 
picnics, sport and leisure. D1,D2/C1,C2

Letná park (Letenské sady) q Prague 7 – Holešovice
An extensive park with large grassy areas, mature trees and a varied mix 
of tree species and a long plane-tree avenue, providing a nice place to sit 
and great city views. D2/C2

Museum & Galleries
The National Museum (Národní muzeum):
 The National Museum historical building (Historická budova Národního 
muzea) q Václavské náměstí 68, Prague 1
Closed for refurbishment until 28 Oct 2018 D3
 The National Museum new building (Nová budova Národního muzea)
q Vinohradská 1, Prague 1
Showing: “Noah’s Ark” natural history exposition D3
 Czech Museum of Music (České muzeum hudby)
q Karmelitská 2/4, Prague 1
Showing: Man – Instrument – Music (400 historical musical instruments, 
incl. the pianoforte played by W. A. Mozart) C3
 Lapidary (Lapidárium) q Výstaviště 422, Prague 7
Showing: The monuments of stone carving in Bohemia, 11–19th centuries  D1
p For other National Museum exhibits, see w www.nm.cz

The City of Prague Museum (Muzeum hlavního města Prahy)
q Na Poříčí 52, Prague 8 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
Showing: The Langweil model of Prague, the history of Prague from 
prehistory to the Middle Ages and the present day D2
 The House at the Golden Ring (Dům U Zlatého prstenu) 
q Týnská 6, Prague 1
Showing: Prague under Charles IV (a burgeoning European Medieval City) 
D3

Museum Kampa q U Sovových mlýnů 2, Prague 1
w www.museumkampa.cz
Showing: A collection of Central European modern art and artworks by 
pioneering abstract painter František Kupka, and Czech Cubist sculptor 
Otto Gutfreund. C3

Jewish Museum in Prague (Židovské muzeum v Praze)
q Maiselova 15, Prague 1 w www.jewishmuseum.cz
One of the oldest and continuously run Jewish museums in the world, 
documenting the history, traditions and customs of the Jewish population 
in the Czech lands. Also under the Museum’s care are: The Old Jewish 
Cemetery (Starý židovský hřbitov), Spanish synagogue (Španělská 
synagoga), Pinkas synagogue (Pinkasova synagoga), Ceremonial 
Hall (Obřadní síň), Maisel synagogue (Maiselova synagoga), Klausen 
synagogue (Klausová synagoga), and the Robert Guttmann Gallery. D2

Prague ferryboats
Prague ferries are the greatest way to cross between Prague’s right and 
left banks. From April to October, and normal Public transport (MHD) 
tickets apply. More information at w www.dpp.cz or w www.ropid.cz.

Vltava River Islands
By the waterside you can also enjoy any of Prague’s islands.

 Kampa q Prague 1 – an island between the main course of the Vltava 
River and its Čertovka offshoot, one of the most romantic and lovely 
places in Prague C3
 Slovanský Island (Slovanský ostrov) q Prague 1 – the one island on the 
Vltava River with a signifi cant park, with its showy neo-Renaissance Žofín 
palace C3
 Střelecký Island (Střelecký ostrov) q Prague 1 – a cosy place shaded 
by ancient trees, captures the atmosphere of old times with uncommon 
views of Prague C3

Prague attractions
Prague Zoo (Zoologická zahrada hl. m. Prahy)
q U Trojského zámku 3, Prague 7 w www.zoopraha.cz
Thanks to its prime location Prague Zoo belongs among the loveliest 
zoos in the world. This beautiful stretch of the outdoors with its animal 
inhabitants is apt for all generations of visitors. C1

Prague Botanical Garden (Botanická zahrada hl. m. Prahy)
q Trojská 196, Prague 7 w www.botanicka.cz
The garden offers almost 30 hectares of landscaped areas, including the 
Fata Morgana tropical greenhouse exhibit, letting you enjoy a trip to the 
tropics at any time of the year. C1

Aquapalace Prague q Pražská 138, Průhonice – Čestlice
w www.aquapalace.cz
The biggest entertainment aqua park in Central Europe, where you’ll enjoy 
memorable moments in this singular sports and leisure complex awash 
with aquatic attractions.

Petřín Funicular (Lanová dráha na Petřín) q Újezd, Prague 1 w www.dpp.cz
A popular funicular railway running since 1891. It is integrated into the 
public transport network and takes you to the top of Petřín Hill. C3

Mirror labyrinth at Petřín (Zrcadlové bludiště) 
q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
From the outside it looks like a mini castle, inside, instead of secret 
passages you’ll meet a maze of mirrors. Spontaneous children’s laughter 
echoes in the Hall of laughter, with its distorting mirrors. C3

Historical Tram Line No. 41
From the Holešovice exhibition grounds or the Střešovice yard, at 
weekends from April to November, the historical tram sets off on its 
regular route through the city centre. D2

Experiential tours
You don’t have to explore the charm of Prague on foot. What not try 
a fairytale carriage, a vintage car, an ecotrain or a scenic balloon flight? 
There are plenty of options. For more information, please visit our Tourist 
Information and Visitor Centres.

Prague City Tourism
Tourist Information and Visitor Centres
Tourist Information Centres
Our TICs, located at key places in the historical centre and at the 
international airport, serve to advise you about Prague, with informative 
brochures and maps (free of charge) and a wide range of tourism-oriented 
services, such as tourist benefi t cards, accommodation, public transport 
travel, admission tickets to cultural events etc. Open daily.

 Old Town Hall (Staroměstská radnice) q Staroměstské náměstí 1 D3
 Rytířská 12 q corner of Na Můstku street D3
 Wenceslas square (upper part) q corner of Štěpánská street D3
 Václav Havel Airport Prague q Terminal 1 and Terminal 2
z +420 221 714 714 f tourinfo@prague.eu

E-shop
At w www.eshop.prague.eu you can book or order educational tours, 
your own private guides or our maps and brochures, as well as items of 
merchandise.

Join our guided walking tours!
Our trained, licensed guides will give you an engaging, but historically 
accurate walking tour of the key sights of the Old Town.
dates: every Saturday in English (exceptionally in German)
time: start at 2 p.m. 
prize: CZK 300 per person
Book in person at the Guide Offi ce or at our Tourist information centres or 
visit w eshop.prague.eu/walkingtours.

Added-value guided tours
Our highly qualifi ed guides will acquaint you with the Czech metropolis, 
whether on foot or on sightseeing rides. We offer specialized as well as 
basic routes.
Tour guide services q Old Town Hall
z +420 221 714 569, +420 775 855 037 f guides@prague.eu

w www.prague.eu
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Prague A city of magic and romance, a gem of architecture down the centuries; full of captivating ambience, resounding with the melodies of great composers, but also a modern metropolis pulsating with life; Prague is all these, one of the fi nest cities in the world. In 1992 its historical centre was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List. Area: 496 km2 Population: 1,290,000 Geographical location: 50° 05‘ 19‘‘ North, 14° 25‘ 17‘‘ East, 235 m above sea level (avg.) Time zone: Central European Time (GMT +1) – CET daylight saving time +1 (GMT +2) Climate: Central European, temperate with 4 seasons Vltava River flows through the city for 31 km, widest point 330 m Historical centre: Prague Castle (Hradčany), Lesser Town (Malá Strana), Old Town (Staré Město), New Town (Nové Město) and Vyšehrad Practical information: Emergency phone line: 112 Czech Republic dialling code: +420 x Václav Havel Airport Prague (Letiště Václava Havla Praha) w www.prg.aero, 30 minutes from city centre Airport access: Hlavní nádraží (y C) j Airport Express, trip length approx. 33 minutes Nádraží Veleslavín (y A) j 119, trip length approx. 17 minutes Zličín (y B) j 100, trip length approx. 16 minutes Anděl (y B) j 191, trip length approx. 51 minutes Night bus j 910 Public transport w www.dpp.cz z +420 296 19 18 17 Tourist passes for 24 (t CZK 110) or 72 hours (t CZK 310) Municipal Health centre Prague (Městská poliklinika Praha)  q Spálená 12, Prague 1 z +420 222 924 295 D3 24 hour Pharmacy q Palackého 5, Prague 1 z +420 224 946 982 D3 Currency: Czech koruna (CZK); 1 euro = approx. 26 CZK coins: 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50 CZK banknotes: 100, 200, 500, 1000, 2000, 5000 CZK p Most shops, restaurants, hotels and other services accept major international payment cards. Cash available via a dense network of ATMs. Main Post Offi ce q Jindřišská 14, Prague 1 z +420 954 211 000 w www.ceskaposta.cz daily 2:00–24:00 D3 Public toilets – in all Metro stations, usual opening hours: Mon–Fri 6:00–21:00, Sat–Sun 8:00–20:00, longer at central and connecting stations. Public holidays in the Czech Republic 1 Jan – New Year’s Day, Czech State Day  Good Friday and Easter Monday (moveable feast)  1 May – Labour Day  8 May – Victory Day  5 July – Day of the Slavic missionaries Cyril & Methodius  6 July – Master John Hus Immolation Day  28 Sept – Czech Statehood Day   28 Oct – Czechoslovak State Inception Day  17 Nov – Freedom and Democracy Day  24 Dec – Christmas Eve  25 Dec – Christmas Day   26 Dec – St Stephen’s Day Top Prague Sights Prague Castle (Pražský hrad) q Prague 1 – Hradčany w www.hrad.cz The Prague Castle panorama is one of the most impressive anywhere. One of the largest castle complexes in the world, with historical palaces, church buildings, extensive gardens and picturesque vistas. Prague Castle has for over a thousand years symbolized Czech statehood. Most notable is the Gothic Cathedral of Sts Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert (1344). C2

Charles Bridge (Karlův most) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town, Old Town The oldest and most renowned Prague bridge was built in 1357 by Charles IV. At both ends stand fortifi ed bridge towers – The twin Lesser Town towers and the Old Town tower, which is one of the fi nest gate towers of Gothic Europe. C3 St Nicholas Church (Kostel sv. Mikuláše) q Malostranské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.stnicholas.cz A prime example of Prague Baroque, with distinctive dome and bell tower. The Church is a key part of the panorama, not just the left bank of the Vltava River. While staying in Prague, W. A. Mozart played the organ here. C3 Old Town Hall and Horologe (Staroměstská radnice s orlojem) q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.prague.eu/oldtownhall The Old Town Hall dates from 1338, presiding over the Old Town. The oldest Gothic part of the complex is the tower and the oriel chapel, as well as the medieval horologe, where every hour between 9:00–23:00 the 12 Apostles are to be seen. D3 The Church of Our Lady Victorious – ‘Child of Prague’ (Kostel Panny Marie Vítězné – Pražské Jezulátko) q Karmelitská 9, Prague 1 w www.pragjesu.cz An early Baroque church renowned for its Infant Jesus statue from Spain, donated to the Carmelites by Polyxena of Lobkowitz (1628). C3 Strahov Monastery (Strahovský klášter) q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz The Premonstratensian monastery dates from 1140. Its grounds include the heritage Strahov library and Strahov picture gallery, with remarkable collections of Central European Gothic, Rudolfi ne, Baroque and Rococo works of art. B3 Loreta q Loretánské náměstí 7, Prague 1 w www.loreta.cz A Marian pilgrimage place with replica Holy House, and the Baroque Church of the Nativity. The so-called Loreto treasure is a set of missal objects, the most famous being the Diamond monstrance. B3/2

Clementinum q Mariánské náměstí 5, Prague 1 w www.klementinum.com An extensive complex, originally a Jesuit College. The guided tour includes the Astronomical Tower and Baroque Library Hall. The Mirrored Chapel distinctively beset with mirrors is used as a concert hall. C3 The Old-New Synagogue (Staronová synagoga) q Červená st., Prague 1 w www.kehilaprag.cz Among the oldest and most valuable European and World Jewish monuments, the oldest synagogue in Central Europe. The early Gothic, late 13th century building is still the temple for Prague’s Jewish community. D2

The Church of Our Lady before Týn (Chrám Matky Boží před Týnem) q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.tyn.cz One of the most impressive Gothic sacral buildings in Prague with an extensive gallery of Gothic, Renaissance and early Baroque works, e.g. fi ne altarpieces by Karel Škréta and the tomb of astronomer Tycho Brahe. D3 Municipal House (Obecní dům) q náměstí Republiky 5, Prague 1 w www.obecnidum.cz Early 20th century Prague Art Nouveau at its best, the work of major artists of the period headed by none less than the renowned painter Alfons Mucha. The Smetana Concert Hall dominates the stunning interior. D3 Powder Tower (Prašná brána) q Na Příkopě, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz A landmark of late Gothic Prague, the start of the so-called Royal route to Prague Castle. It used to be a gunpowder warehouse. D3 Vyšehrad – V Pevnosti, Prague 2 w www.praha-vysehrad.cz According to ancient legend the oldest seat of Czech princes, in fact the fortress dates back to the 10th century. Its parks encompass architectural treasures like the Romanesque Rotunda of St Martin, the neo-Gothic church of Sts Peter and Paul, the National Cemetery and other places of note. D4 Modern architecture Petřín Lookout Tower (Petřínská rozhledna) q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz One of Prague’s unmissable landmarks, built in 1891 as a loose copy of the Eiffel Tower in Paris, on a 1:5 scale. C3 Church of the Most Sacred Heart of Our Lord (Kostel Nejsvětějšího Srdce Páně) q náměstí Jiřího z Poděbrad, Prague 3 w www.srdcepane.cz The prime 20th century Czech sacral building by the Slovenian architect Jože Plečnik. The distinctive and monumental edifi ce is inspired by ancient Christian designs. E3 House at the Black Madonna (Dům U Černé Matky Boží) q Ovocný trh 19, Prague 1 w www.upm.cz The pinnacle of Czech Cubist architecture, exceptional for its façade and Cubist layout design, which goes right into the interior. Also houses a permanent exhibition of Czech Cubism. D3 Müller’s villa (Müllerova vila) q Nad Hradním vodojemem 14, Prague 6 w www.muzeumprahy.cz The villa is a world masterpiece of architectural avant-garde. The outside seems curtly functionalist, the internal layout being more remarkable, ‘flowing’ one into another. B2 The Dancing House (Tančící dům) q Jiráskovo náměstí 6, Prague 2 w www.tancici-dum.cz This exceptional building is a pillar of modern Prague architecture; Inspired by the dancing skill of that famous movie couple – Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers. C3

Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7 w www.ngprague.cz Once the largest building of its kind in the world, the fi rst functionalist building in Prague, impressively sized at 140 x 75 m. Today it holds the National Gallery’s modern art collections. D2 Žižkov TV tower (Žižkovská televizní věž) q Mahlerovy sady 1, Prague 3 w www.towerpark.cz Without a doubt towering over Prague at 216 m, the tallest building in the city. Climbing the tower’s exterior are 10 giant baby statues by David Černý. E3

The National Gallery in Prague (Národní galerie v Praze):  Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7 Showing: The Arts in Czechoslovakia 1918–1989 (from 28 Oct 2018) D2  Convent of St Agnes of Bohemia (Klášter sv. Anežky České) q U Milosrdných 17, Prague 1 Showing: Medieval Art in Bohemia and Central Europe 1200–1550 D2  Sternberg Palace (Šternberský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 15, Prague 1 Exhibition Hall C2  Schwarzenberg Palace (Schwarzenberský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1 Showing: The Baroque in Bohemia (till August 2018) C3  Salm Palace (Salmovský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1 Showing: The TBA21 Contemporary Arts Centre (from 6 Jun 2018) C3  Kinský Palace (Palác Kinských) q Staroměstské nám. 12, Prague 1 Exhibition Hall D3 p More information at w www.ngprague.cz (we recommend keeping an eye on the websites in case of exhibition and venue changes) The Prague City Gallery (Galerie hlavního města Prahy):  Troja Chateau (Trojský zámek) q U Trojského zámku 4/1, Prague 7 Showing: The architecture and decor of Chateau Troja C1  Bílek Villa q Mickiewiczova 1, Prague 6 Showing: The Studio of František Bílek, Czech symbolist sculptor and graphic artist C2  The House at the Stone Bell (Dům U Kamenného zvonu) q Staroměstské náměstí 13, Prague 1 Exhibition Hall D3  Municipal Library (2nd floor) q Mariánské náměstí 1, Prague 1 Exhibition Hall D3  House of Photography (Dům fotografi e) q Revoluční 5, Prague 1 Exhibition Hall D2 p More information at w www.ghmp.cz Picture Gallery of Prague Castle (Obrazárna Pražského hradu) q Prague Castle – II. nádvoří, Prague 1 w www.kulturanahrade.cz Showing: Paintings from the Castle collections C2 The Strahov picture gallery (Strahovská obrazárna) q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz Showing: A collection of Czech and European art from Gothic to romanticism B3 DOX – Centre for Contemporary Art q Poupětova 1, Prague 7 w www.dox.cz Presenting contemporary art, architecture and design E1

Vltava, and life on the river Prague’s Riverbanks (Náplavky) w www.prazskenaplavky.cz Prague’s riverbanks are some of its favourite promenades, and during the summer they become the centres of Prague’s cultural life and leisure-time activities. Rental boats and pedalos Popular pedalos or boats are an interesting and romantic alternative way to spend summer leisure time in Prague. Sightseeing cruises River Cruises offer an unforgettable view of the historic centre of Prague and many novel experiences.

 The Prague Steamboat Company (Pražská paroplavební společnost) q Rašínovo embankment and Čechův bridge wharf w www.paroplavba.cz – also trips to the ZOO (April – September) C3;D2  Evropská vodní doprava – Prague Boats q Čechův bridge wharf, w www.evd.cz D2  Prague Venice (Pražské Benátky) q Judita, Čertovka, Mánes and Four Seasons wharfs w www.prazskebenatky.cz C3;C3;C2 and C3  Prague ferry steamers (Parníky Praha) q Dvořákovo embankment, Na Františku w www.parniky-praha.eu D2  Jazzboat q Čechův bridge wharf w www.jazzboat.cz – an exceptional floating jazz club D2

Prague’s Parks and Gardens Prague Castle Gardens (Zahrady Pražského hradu) qPrague Castle, Prague 1 wwww.hrad.cz Historically most notable is the Royal Garden from 1534, with its singing fountain, which belongs among the fi nest Renaissance water fountains in Europe. From the Southern gardens, stretching beneath the Castle frontage, you get breathtaking views over Prague’s historical centre. C2 The Palace Gardens under Prague Castle (Palácové zahrady pod Pražským hradem) q Valdštejnská 12 – 14, Prague 1 w www.palacove-zahrady.cz On the southern slopes below Prague Castle is a showpiece complex of interrelated historical gardens with rich architectural decor, lookout terraces and pavilions set among the vegetation to charming effect. C2 Wallenstein Garden (Valdštejnská zahrada) q Letenská st., Prague 1 A geometrically set out early Baroque garden with monumental sala terrena and artifi cial grotto with a distinctive atmosphere. Free ranging peacocks accompany your walk. C2 Vrtba Garden (Vrtbovská zahrada) q Karmelitská 25, Prague 1 w www.vrtbovska.cz One of the most important and fi nest Baroque gardens, though compact, architecturally original on its awkward slope, with sculptural artistic merit that makes it a garden of European importance. C3 Vojanovy sady gardens q U Lužického semináře 17, Prague 1 A little mysterious and unjustly overlooked. The pensiveness of Vojanovy sady has lingered since the Middle Ages, when it was a monastery garden. C3 Petřín park (Petřínské sady) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town Petřín Hill is one of the largest urban expanses of greenery and its slopes are an oasis of calm in the centre of Prague. Atop stands Petřín lookout tower, which offers an enchanting view of the whole city. C3/B3

Franciscan garden (Františkánská zahrada) q Jungmannovo náměstí, Prague 1 The cosy green nook in the heart of the city invites you to stop and take a breath when walking around Prague. The local herbaceous beds are a treat. D3 Rieger’s park (Riegrovy sady) q Prague 2 – Vinohrady This park, over a hundred years old, has many half-hid nooks, wooded glades, open leas and uncommon vistas of Prague. E3/D3 Vyšehrad park (Vyšehradské sady) q Prague 2 – Vyšehrad A magical place of myths and legends, with romantic hideaways and beautiful vistas of the Vltava River. D4 Royal Park (Královská obora) – Stromovka q Prague 7 – Bubeneč The sprawling park covers an area of 95 ha in close proximity to Holešovice Exhibition grounds. It is the ideal place for romantic walks, picnics, sport and leisure. D1,D2/C1,C2 Letná park (Letenské sady) q Prague 7 – Holešovice An extensive park with large grassy areas, mature trees and a varied mix of tree species and a long plane-tree avenue, providing a nice place to sit and great city views. D2/C2 Museum & Galleries The National Museum (Národní muzeum):  The National Museum historical building (Historická budova Národního muzea) q Václavské náměstí 68, Prague 1 Closed for refurbishment until 28 Oct 2018 D3  The National Museum new building (Nová budova Národního muzea) q Vinohradská 1, Prague 1 Showing: “Noah’s Ark” natural history exposition D3  Czech Museum of Music (České muzeum hudby) q Karmelitská 2/4, Prague 1 Showing: Man – Instrument – Music (400 historical musical instruments, incl. the pianoforte played by W. A. Mozart) C3  Lapidary (Lapidárium) q Výstaviště 422, Prague 7 Showing: The monuments of stone carving in Bohemia, 11–19th centuries  D1 p For other National Museum exhibits, see w www.nm.cz The City of Prague Museum (Muzeum hlavního města Prahy) q Na Poříčí 52, Prague 8 w www.muzeumprahy.cz Showing: The Langweil model of Prague, the history of Prague from prehistory to the Middle Ages and the present day D2  The House at the Golden Ring (Dům U Zlatého prstenu) q Týnská 6, Prague 1 Showing: Prague under Charles IV (a burgeoning European Medieval City) D3 Museum Kampa q U Sovových mlýnů 2, Prague 1 w www.museumkampa.cz Showing: A collection of Central European modern art and artworks by pioneering abstract painter František Kupka, and Czech Cubist sculptor Otto Gutfreund. C3 Jewish Museum in Prague (Židovské muzeum v Praze) q Maiselova 15, Prague 1 w www.jewishmuseum.cz One of the oldest and continuously run Jewish museums in the world, documenting the history, traditions and customs of the Jewish population in the Czech lands. Also under the Museum’s care are: The Old Jewish Cemetery (Starý židovský hřbitov), Spanish synagogue (Španělská synagoga), Pinkas synagogue (Pinkasova synagoga), Ceremonial Hall (Obřadní síň), Maisel synagogue (Maiselova synagoga), Klausen synagogue (Klausová synagoga), and the Robert Guttmann Gallery. D2

Prague ferryboats Prague ferries are the greatest way to cross between Prague’s right and left banks. From April to October, and normal Public transport (MHD) tickets apply. More information at w www.dpp.cz or w www.ropid.cz. Vltava River Islands By the waterside you can also enjoy any of Prague’s islands.  Kampa q Prague 1 – an island between the main course of the Vltava River and its Čertovka offshoot, one of the most romantic and lovely places in Prague C3  Slovanský Island (Slovanský ostrov) q Prague 1 – the one island on the Vltava River with a signifi cant park, with its showy neo-Renaissance Žofín palace C3  Střelecký Island (Střelecký ostrov) q Prague 1 – a cosy place shaded by ancient trees, captures the atmosphere of old times with uncommon views of Prague C3 Prague attractions Prague Zoo (Zoologická zahrada hl. m. Prahy) q U Trojského zámku 3, Prague 7 w www.zoopraha.cz Thanks to its prime location Prague Zoo belongs among the loveliest zoos in the world. This beautiful stretch of the outdoors with its animal inhabitants is apt for all generations of visitors. C1

Prague Botanical Garden (Botanická zahrada hl. m. Prahy) q Trojská 196, Prague 7 w www.botanicka.cz The garden offers almost 30 hectares of landscaped areas, including the Fata Morgana tropical greenhouse exhibit, letting you enjoy a trip to the tropics at any time of the year. C1 Aquapalace Prague q Pražská 138, Průhonice – Čestlice w www.aquapalace.cz The biggest entertainment aqua park in Central Europe, where you’ll enjoy memorable moments in this singular sports and leisure complex awash with aquatic attractions. Petřín Funicular (Lanová dráha na Petřín) q Újezd, Prague 1 w www.dpp.cz A popular funicular railway running since 1891. It is integrated into the public transport network and takes you to the top of Petřín Hill. C3 Mirror labyrinth at Petřín (Zrcadlové bludiště)  q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz From the outside it looks like a mini castle, inside, instead of secret passages you’ll meet a maze of mirrors. Spontaneous children’s laughter echoes in the Hall of laughter, with its distorting mirrors. C3 Historical Tram Line No. 41 From the Holešovice exhibition grounds or the Střešovice yard, at weekends from April to November, the historical tram sets off on its regular route through the city centre. D2 Experiential tours You don’t have to explore the charm of Prague on foot. What not try a fairytale carriage, a vintage car, an ecotrain or a scenic balloon flight? There are plenty of options. For more information, please visit our Tourist Information and Visitor Centres. Prague City Tourism Tourist Information and Visitor Centres Tourist Information Centres Our TICs, located at key places in the historical centre and at the international airport, serve to advise you about Prague, with informative brochures and maps (free of charge) and a wide range of tourism-oriented services, such as tourist benefi t cards, accommodation, public transport travel, admission tickets to cultural events etc. Open daily.  Old Town Hall (Staroměstská radnice) q Staroměstské náměstí 1 D3  Rytířská 12 q corner of Na Můstku street D3  Wenceslas square (upper part) q corner of Štěpánská street D3  Václav Havel Airport Prague q Terminal 1 and Terminal 2 z +420 221 714 714 f tourinfo@prague.eu E-shop At w www.eshop.prague.eu you can book or order educational tours, your own private guides or our maps and brochures, as well as items of merchandise. Join our guided walking tours! Our trained, licensed guides will give you an engaging, but historically accurate walking tour of the key sights of the Old Town. dates: every Saturday in English (exceptionally in German) time: start at 2 p.m. prize: CZK 300 per person Book in person at the Guide Offi ce or at our Tourist information centres or visit w eshop.prague.eu/walkingtours. Added-value guided tours Our highly qualifi ed guides will acquaint you with the Czech metropolis, whether on foot or on sightseeing rides. We offer specialized as well as basic routes. Tour guide services q Old Town Hall z +420 221 714 569, +420 775 855 037 f guides@prague.eu w www.prague.eu
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With Prague City Tourism maps and guides, you’ll feel right at home in Prague. Pick up these and other titles free of charge at one of our Tourist Information Centres, where we’ll also be happy to assist:  Old Town Hall q  Old Town Square 1, Prague 1 r daily 9:00–19:00 Na Můstku q   Rytířská 12, Prague 1 r daily 9:00–19:00
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Five walks off the beaten path to places known and unknownwalks 1
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Prague A city of magic and romance, a gem of architecture down the centuries; 
full of captivating ambience, resounding with the melodies of great 
composers, but also a modern metropolis pulsating with life; Prague 
is all these, one of the fi nest cities in the world. In 1992 its historical 
centre was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Area: 496 km2 Population: 1,290,000 Geographical location: 50° 05‘ 19‘‘ 
North, 14° 25‘ 17‘‘ East, 235 m above sea level (avg.) Time zone: Central 
European Time (GMT +1) – CET daylight saving time +1 (GMT +2) 
Climate: Central European, temperate with 4 seasons Vltava River flows 
through the city for 31 km, widest point 330 m Historical centre: Prague 
Castle (Hradčany), Lesser Town (Malá Strana), Old Town (Staré Město), 
New Town (Nové Město) and Vyšehrad

Practical information:
Emergency phone line: 112 Czech Republic dialling code: +420
x Václav Havel Airport Prague (Letiště Václava Havla Praha)
w www.prg.aero, 30 minutes from city centre

Airport access: Hlavní nádraží (y C) j Airport Express, trip length 
approx. 33 minutes Nádraží Veleslavín (y A) j 119, trip length approx. 
17 minutes Zličín (y B) j 100, trip length approx. 16 minutes
Anděl (y B) j 191, trip length approx. 51 minutes Night bus j 910

Public transport w www.dpp.cz z +420 296 19 18 17
Tourist passes for 24 (t CZK 110) or 72 hours (t CZK 310)
Municipal Health centre Prague (Městská poliklinika Praha) 
q Spálená 12, Prague 1 z +420 222 924 295 D3
24 hour Pharmacy q Palackého 5, Prague 1 z +420 224 946 982 D3
Currency: Czech koruna (CZK); 1 euro = approx. 26 CZK coins: 1, 2, 5, 
10, 20, 50 CZK banknotes: 100, 200, 500, 1000, 2000, 5000 CZK
p Most shops, restaurants, hotels and other services accept major 
international payment cards. Cash available via a dense network of 
ATMs.

Main Post Offi ce q Jindřišská 14, Prague 1 z +420 954 211 000
w www.ceskaposta.cz daily 2:00–24:00 D3

Public toilets – in all Metro stations, usual opening hours: Mon–Fri 
6:00–21:00, Sat–Sun 8:00–20:00, longer at central and connecting 
stations.

Public holidays in the Czech Republic
1 Jan – New Year’s Day, Czech State Day  Good Friday and Easter 
Monday (moveable feast)  1 May – Labour Day  8 May – Victory Day
 5 July – Day of the Slavic missionaries Cyril & Methodius  6 July – 
Master John Hus Immolation Day  28 Sept – Czech Statehood Day
  28 Oct – Czechoslovak State Inception Day  17 Nov – Freedom and 
Democracy Day  24 Dec – Christmas Eve  25 Dec – Christmas Day
  26 Dec – St Stephen’s Day

Top Prague Sights
Prague Castle (Pražský hrad) q Prague 1 – Hradčany w www.hrad.cz
The Prague Castle panorama is one of the most impressive anywhere. 
One of the largest castle complexes in the world, with historical palaces, 
church buildings, extensive gardens and picturesque vistas. Prague 
Castle has for over a thousand years symbolized Czech statehood. Most 
notable is the Gothic Cathedral of Sts Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert 
(1344). C2

Charles Bridge (Karlův most) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town, Old Town
The oldest and most renowned Prague bridge was built in 1357 by 
Charles IV. At both ends stand fortifi ed bridge towers – The twin Lesser 
Town towers and the Old Town tower, which is one of the fi nest gate 
towers of Gothic Europe. C3

St Nicholas Church (Kostel sv. Mikuláše) 
q Malostranské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.stnicholas.cz
A prime example of Prague Baroque, with distinctive dome and bell tower. 
The Church is a key part of the panorama, not just the left bank of the 
Vltava River. While staying in Prague, W. A. Mozart played the organ here. 
C3

Old Town Hall and Horologe (Staroměstská radnice s orlojem)
q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.prague.eu/oldtownhall
The Old Town Hall dates from 1338, presiding over the Old Town. The 
oldest Gothic part of the complex is the tower and the oriel chapel, as 
well as the medieval horologe, where every hour between 9:00–23:00 
the 12 Apostles are to be seen. D3

The Church of Our Lady Victorious – ‘Child of Prague’ (Kostel Panny 
Marie Vítězné – Pražské Jezulátko) q Karmelitská 9, Prague 1
w www.pragjesu.cz
An early Baroque church renowned for its Infant Jesus statue from 
Spain, donated to the Carmelites by Polyxena of Lobkowitz (1628). C3

Strahov Monastery (Strahovský klášter)
q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz
The Premonstratensian monastery dates from 1140. Its grounds 
include the heritage Strahov library and Strahov picture gallery, with 
remarkable collections of Central European Gothic, Rudolfi ne, Baroque 
and Rococo works of art. B3

Loreta q Loretánské náměstí 7, Prague 1 w www.loreta.cz
A Marian pilgrimage place with replica Holy House, and the Baroque 
Church of the Nativity. The so-called Loreto treasure is a set of missal 
objects, the most famous being the Diamond monstrance. B3/2

Clementinum q Mariánské náměstí 5, Prague 1 w www.klementinum.com
An extensive complex, originally a Jesuit College. The guided tour 
includes the Astronomical Tower and Baroque Library Hall. The Mirrored 
Chapel distinctively beset with mirrors is used as a concert hall. C3

The Old-New Synagogue (Staronová synagoga)
q Červená st., Prague 1 w www.kehilaprag.cz
Among the oldest and most valuable European and World Jewish 
monuments, the oldest synagogue in Central Europe. The early Gothic, 
late 13th century building is still the temple for Prague’s Jewish 
community. D2

The Church of Our Lady before Týn (Chrám Matky Boží před Týnem)
q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.tyn.cz
One of the most impressive Gothic sacral buildings in Prague with an 
extensive gallery of Gothic, Renaissance and early Baroque works, e.g. fi ne 
altarpieces by Karel Škréta and the tomb of astronomer Tycho Brahe. D3

Municipal House (Obecní dům) q náměstí Republiky 5, Prague 1
w www.obecnidum.cz
Early 20th century Prague Art Nouveau at its best, the work of major 
artists of the period headed by none less than the renowned painter Alfons 
Mucha. The Smetana Concert Hall dominates the stunning interior. D3

Powder Tower (Prašná brána) q Na Příkopě, Prague 1
w www.muzeumprahy.cz
A landmark of late Gothic Prague, the start of the so-called Royal route to 
Prague Castle. It used to be a gunpowder warehouse. D3

Vyšehrad – V Pevnosti, Prague 2 w www.praha-vysehrad.cz
According to ancient legend the oldest seat of Czech princes, in fact the 
fortress dates back to the 10th century. Its parks encompass architectural 
treasures like the Romanesque Rotunda of St Martin, the neo-Gothic 
church of Sts Peter and Paul, the National Cemetery and other places of 
note. D4

Modern architecture
Petřín Lookout Tower (Petřínská rozhledna)
q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
One of Prague’s unmissable landmarks, built in 1891 as a loose copy of 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris, on a 1:5 scale. C3

Church of the Most Sacred Heart of Our Lord (Kostel Nejsvětějšího Srdce 
Páně) q náměstí Jiřího z Poděbrad, Prague 3 w www.srdcepane.cz
The prime 20th century Czech sacral building by the Slovenian architect 
Jože Plečnik. The distinctive and monumental edifi ce is inspired by 
ancient Christian designs. E3

House at the Black Madonna (Dům U Černé Matky Boží)
q Ovocný trh 19, Prague 1 w www.upm.cz
The pinnacle of Czech Cubist architecture, exceptional for its façade 
and Cubist layout design, which goes right into the interior. Also houses 
a permanent exhibition of Czech Cubism. D3

Müller’s villa (Müllerova vila) q Nad Hradním vodojemem 14, Prague 6
w www.muzeumprahy.cz
The villa is a world masterpiece of architectural avant-garde. The outside 
seems curtly functionalist, the internal layout being more remarkable, 
‘flowing’ one into another. B2

The Dancing House (Tančící dům) q Jiráskovo náměstí 6, Prague 2
w www.tancici-dum.cz
This exceptional building is a pillar of modern Prague architecture; 
Inspired by the dancing skill of that famous movie couple – Fred Astaire 
and Ginger Rogers. C3

Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7
w www.ngprague.cz
Once the largest building of its kind in the world, the fi rst functionalist 
building in Prague, impressively sized at 140 x 75 m. Today it holds the 
National Gallery’s modern art collections. D2

Žižkov TV tower (Žižkovská televizní věž)
q Mahlerovy sady 1, Prague 3 w www.towerpark.cz
Without a doubt towering over Prague at 216 m, the tallest building in 
the city. Climbing the tower’s exterior are 10 giant baby statues by David 
Černý. E3

The National Gallery in Prague (Národní galerie v Praze):
 Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7
Showing: The Arts in Czechoslovakia 1918–1989 (from 28 Oct 2018) D2
 Convent of St Agnes of Bohemia (Klášter sv. Anežky České)
q U Milosrdných 17, Prague 1
Showing: Medieval Art in Bohemia and Central Europe 1200–1550 D2
 Sternberg Palace (Šternberský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 15, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall C2
 Schwarzenberg Palace (Schwarzenberský palác)
q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1
Showing: The Baroque in Bohemia (till August 2018) C3
 Salm Palace (Salmovský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1
Showing: The TBA21 Contemporary Arts Centre (from 6 Jun 2018) C3
 Kinský Palace (Palác Kinských) q Staroměstské nám. 12, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
p More information at w www.ngprague.cz (we recommend keeping an 
eye on the websites in case of exhibition and venue changes)

The Prague City Gallery (Galerie hlavního města Prahy):
 Troja Chateau (Trojský zámek) q U Trojského zámku 4/1, Prague 7
Showing: The architecture and decor of Chateau Troja C1
 Bílek Villa q Mickiewiczova 1, Prague 6
Showing: The Studio of František Bílek, Czech symbolist sculptor and 
graphic artist C2
 The House at the Stone Bell (Dům U Kamenného zvonu)
q Staroměstské náměstí 13, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
 Municipal Library (2nd floor) q Mariánské náměstí 1, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
 House of Photography (Dům fotografi e) q Revoluční 5, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D2
p More information at w www.ghmp.cz

Picture Gallery of Prague Castle (Obrazárna Pražského hradu)
q Prague Castle – II. nádvoří, Prague 1 w www.kulturanahrade.cz
Showing: Paintings from the Castle collections C2

The Strahov picture gallery (Strahovská obrazárna)
q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz
Showing: A collection of Czech and European art from Gothic to 
romanticism B3

DOX – Centre for Contemporary Art q Poupětova 1, Prague 7 w www.dox.cz
Presenting contemporary art, architecture and design E1

Vltava, and life on the river
Prague’s Riverbanks (Náplavky) w www.prazskenaplavky.cz
Prague’s riverbanks are some of its favourite promenades, and during the 
summer they become the centres of Prague’s cultural life and leisure-time 
activities.

Rental boats and pedalos
Popular pedalos or boats are an interesting and romantic alternative way 
to spend summer leisure time in Prague.

Sightseeing cruises
River Cruises offer an unforgettable view of the historic centre of Prague 
and many novel experiences.

 The Prague Steamboat Company (Pražská paroplavební společnost)
q Rašínovo embankment and Čechův bridge wharf 
w www.paroplavba.cz – also trips to the ZOO (April – September) C3;D2
 Evropská vodní doprava – Prague Boats
q Čechův bridge wharf, w www.evd.cz D2
 Prague Venice (Pražské Benátky) q Judita, Čertovka, Mánes and Four 
Seasons wharfs w www.prazskebenatky.cz C3;C3;C2 and C3
 Prague ferry steamers (Parníky Praha) q Dvořákovo embankment, 
Na Františku w www.parniky-praha.eu D2
 Jazzboat q Čechův bridge wharf w www.jazzboat.cz – an exceptional 
floating jazz club D2

Prague’s Parks and Gardens
Prague Castle Gardens (Zahrady Pražského hradu)
qPrague Castle, Prague 1 wwww.hrad.cz
Historically most notable is the Royal Garden from 1534, with its singing 
fountain, which belongs among the fi nest Renaissance water fountains 
in Europe. From the Southern gardens, stretching beneath the Castle 
frontage, you get breathtaking views over Prague’s historical centre. C2

The Palace Gardens under Prague Castle (Palácové zahrady pod 
Pražským hradem)
q Valdštejnská 12 – 14, Prague 1 w www.palacove-zahrady.cz
On the southern slopes below Prague Castle is a showpiece complex 
of interrelated historical gardens with rich architectural decor, lookout 
terraces and pavilions set among the vegetation to charming effect. C2

Wallenstein Garden (Valdštejnská zahrada) q Letenská st., Prague 1
A geometrically set out early Baroque garden with monumental sala 
terrena and artifi cial grotto with a distinctive atmosphere. Free ranging 
peacocks accompany your walk. C2

Vrtba Garden (Vrtbovská zahrada) q Karmelitská 25, Prague 1 
w www.vrtbovska.cz
One of the most important and fi nest Baroque gardens, though compact, 
architecturally original on its awkward slope, with sculptural artistic merit 
that makes it a garden of European importance. C3

Vojanovy sady gardens q U Lužického semináře 17, Prague 1
A little mysterious and unjustly overlooked. The pensiveness of Vojanovy 
sady has lingered since the Middle Ages, when it was a monastery 
garden. C3

Petřín park (Petřínské sady) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town
Petřín Hill is one of the largest urban expanses of greenery and its slopes 
are an oasis of calm in the centre of Prague. Atop stands Petřín lookout 
tower, which offers an enchanting view of the whole city. C3/B3

Franciscan garden (Františkánská zahrada)
q Jungmannovo náměstí, Prague 1
The cosy green nook in the heart of the city invites you to stop and take 
a breath when walking around Prague. The local herbaceous beds are 
a treat. D3

Rieger’s park (Riegrovy sady) q Prague 2 – Vinohrady
This park, over a hundred years old, has many half-hid nooks, wooded 
glades, open leas and uncommon vistas of Prague. E3/D3

Vyšehrad park (Vyšehradské sady) q Prague 2 – Vyšehrad
A magical place of myths and legends, with romantic hideaways and 
beautiful vistas of the Vltava River. D4

Royal Park (Královská obora) – Stromovka q Prague 7 – Bubeneč
The sprawling park covers an area of 95 ha in close proximity to 
Holešovice Exhibition grounds. It is the ideal place for romantic walks, 
picnics, sport and leisure. D1,D2/C1,C2

Letná park (Letenské sady) q Prague 7 – Holešovice
An extensive park with large grassy areas, mature trees and a varied mix 
of tree species and a long plane-tree avenue, providing a nice place to sit 
and great city views. D2/C2

Museum & Galleries
The National Museum (Národní muzeum):
 The National Museum historical building (Historická budova Národního 
muzea) q Václavské náměstí 68, Prague 1
Closed for refurbishment until 28 Oct 2018 D3
 The National Museum new building (Nová budova Národního muzea)
q Vinohradská 1, Prague 1
Showing: “Noah’s Ark” natural history exposition D3
 Czech Museum of Music (České muzeum hudby)
q Karmelitská 2/4, Prague 1
Showing: Man – Instrument – Music (400 historical musical instruments, 
incl. the pianoforte played by W. A. Mozart) C3
 Lapidary (Lapidárium) q Výstaviště 422, Prague 7
Showing: The monuments of stone carving in Bohemia, 11–19th centuries  D1
p For other National Museum exhibits, see w www.nm.cz

The City of Prague Museum (Muzeum hlavního města Prahy)
q Na Poříčí 52, Prague 8 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
Showing: The Langweil model of Prague, the history of Prague from 
prehistory to the Middle Ages and the present day D2
 The House at the Golden Ring (Dům U Zlatého prstenu) 
q Týnská 6, Prague 1
Showing: Prague under Charles IV (a burgeoning European Medieval City) 
D3

Museum Kampa q U Sovových mlýnů 2, Prague 1
w www.museumkampa.cz
Showing: A collection of Central European modern art and artworks by 
pioneering abstract painter František Kupka, and Czech Cubist sculptor 
Otto Gutfreund. C3

Jewish Museum in Prague (Židovské muzeum v Praze)
q Maiselova 15, Prague 1 w www.jewishmuseum.cz
One of the oldest and continuously run Jewish museums in the world, 
documenting the history, traditions and customs of the Jewish population 
in the Czech lands. Also under the Museum’s care are: The Old Jewish 
Cemetery (Starý židovský hřbitov), Spanish synagogue (Španělská 
synagoga), Pinkas synagogue (Pinkasova synagoga), Ceremonial 
Hall (Obřadní síň), Maisel synagogue (Maiselova synagoga), Klausen 
synagogue (Klausová synagoga), and the Robert Guttmann Gallery. D2

Prague ferryboats
Prague ferries are the greatest way to cross between Prague’s right and 
left banks. From April to October, and normal Public transport (MHD) 
tickets apply. More information at w www.dpp.cz or w www.ropid.cz.

Vltava River Islands
By the waterside you can also enjoy any of Prague’s islands.

 Kampa q Prague 1 – an island between the main course of the Vltava 
River and its Čertovka offshoot, one of the most romantic and lovely 
places in Prague C3
 Slovanský Island (Slovanský ostrov) q Prague 1 – the one island on the 
Vltava River with a signifi cant park, with its showy neo-Renaissance Žofín 
palace C3
 Střelecký Island (Střelecký ostrov) q Prague 1 – a cosy place shaded 
by ancient trees, captures the atmosphere of old times with uncommon 
views of Prague C3

Prague attractions
Prague Zoo (Zoologická zahrada hl. m. Prahy)
q U Trojského zámku 3, Prague 7 w www.zoopraha.cz
Thanks to its prime location Prague Zoo belongs among the loveliest 
zoos in the world. This beautiful stretch of the outdoors with its animal 
inhabitants is apt for all generations of visitors. C1

Prague Botanical Garden (Botanická zahrada hl. m. Prahy)
q Trojská 196, Prague 7 w www.botanicka.cz
The garden offers almost 30 hectares of landscaped areas, including the 
Fata Morgana tropical greenhouse exhibit, letting you enjoy a trip to the 
tropics at any time of the year. C1

Aquapalace Prague q Pražská 138, Průhonice – Čestlice
w www.aquapalace.cz
The biggest entertainment aqua park in Central Europe, where you’ll enjoy 
memorable moments in this singular sports and leisure complex awash 
with aquatic attractions.

Petřín Funicular (Lanová dráha na Petřín) q Újezd, Prague 1 w www.dpp.cz
A popular funicular railway running since 1891. It is integrated into the 
public transport network and takes you to the top of Petřín Hill. C3

Mirror labyrinth at Petřín (Zrcadlové bludiště) 
q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
From the outside it looks like a mini castle, inside, instead of secret 
passages you’ll meet a maze of mirrors. Spontaneous children’s laughter 
echoes in the Hall of laughter, with its distorting mirrors. C3

Historical Tram Line No. 41
From the Holešovice exhibition grounds or the Střešovice yard, at 
weekends from April to November, the historical tram sets off on its 
regular route through the city centre. D2

Experiential tours
You don’t have to explore the charm of Prague on foot. What not try 
a fairytale carriage, a vintage car, an ecotrain or a scenic balloon flight? 
There are plenty of options. For more information, please visit our Tourist 
Information and Visitor Centres.

Prague City Tourism
Tourist Information and Visitor Centres
Tourist Information Centres
Our TICs, located at key places in the historical centre and at the 
international airport, serve to advise you about Prague, with informative 
brochures and maps (free of charge) and a wide range of tourism-oriented 
services, such as tourist benefi t cards, accommodation, public transport 
travel, admission tickets to cultural events etc. Open daily.

 Old Town Hall (Staroměstská radnice) q Staroměstské náměstí 1 D3
 Rytířská 12 q corner of Na Můstku street D3
 Wenceslas square (upper part) q corner of Štěpánská street D3
 Václav Havel Airport Prague q Terminal 1 and Terminal 2
z +420 221 714 714 f tourinfo@prague.eu

E-shop
At w www.eshop.prague.eu you can book or order educational tours, 
your own private guides or our maps and brochures, as well as items of 
merchandise.

Join our guided walking tours!
Our trained, licensed guides will give you an engaging, but historically 
accurate walking tour of the key sights of the Old Town.
dates: every Saturday in English (exceptionally in German)
time: start at 2 p.m. 
prize: CZK 300 per person
Book in person at the Guide Offi ce or at our Tourist information centres or 
visit w eshop.prague.eu/walkingtours.

Added-value guided tours
Our highly qualifi ed guides will acquaint you with the Czech metropolis, 
whether on foot or on sightseeing rides. We offer specialized as well as 
basic routes.
Tour guide services q Old Town Hall
z +420 221 714 569, +420 775 855 037 f guides@prague.eu

w www.prague.eu
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With Prague City Tourism 
maps and guides, you’ll feel 
right at home in Prague.
Pick up these and other titles free of charge 
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Prague A city of magic and romance, a gem of architecture down the centuries; 
full of captivating ambience, resounding with the melodies of great 
composers, but also a modern metropolis pulsating with life; Prague 
is all these, one of the fi nest cities in the world. In 1992 its historical 
centre was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Area: 496 km2 Population: 1,290,000 Geographical location: 50° 05‘ 19‘‘ 
North, 14° 25‘ 17‘‘ East, 235 m above sea level (avg.) Time zone: Central 
European Time (GMT +1) – CET daylight saving time +1 (GMT +2) 
Climate: Central European, temperate with 4 seasons Vltava River flows 
through the city for 31 km, widest point 330 m Historical centre: Prague 
Castle (Hradčany), Lesser Town (Malá Strana), Old Town (Staré Město), 
New Town (Nové Město) and Vyšehrad

Practical information:
Emergency phone line: 112 Czech Republic dialling code: +420
x Václav Havel Airport Prague (Letiště Václava Havla Praha)
w www.prg.aero, 30 minutes from city centre

Airport access: Hlavní nádraží (y C) j Airport Express, trip length 
approx. 33 minutes Nádraží Veleslavín (y A) j 119, trip length approx. 
17 minutes Zličín (y B) j 100, trip length approx. 16 minutes
Anděl (y B) j 191, trip length approx. 51 minutes Night bus j 910

Public transport w www.dpp.cz z +420 296 19 18 17
Tourist passes for 24 (t CZK 110) or 72 hours (t CZK 310)
Municipal Health centre Prague (Městská poliklinika Praha) 
q Spálená 12, Prague 1 z +420 222 924 295 D3
24 hour Pharmacy q Palackého 5, Prague 1 z +420 224 946 982 D3
Currency: Czech koruna (CZK); 1 euro = approx. 26 CZK coins: 1, 2, 5, 
10, 20, 50 CZK banknotes: 100, 200, 500, 1000, 2000, 5000 CZK
p Most shops, restaurants, hotels and other services accept major 
international payment cards. Cash available via a dense network of 
ATMs.

Main Post Offi ce q Jindřišská 14, Prague 1 z +420 954 211 000
w www.ceskaposta.cz daily 2:00–24:00 D3

Public toilets – in all Metro stations, usual opening hours: Mon–Fri 
6:00–21:00, Sat–Sun 8:00–20:00, longer at central and connecting 
stations.

Public holidays in the Czech Republic
1 Jan – New Year’s Day, Czech State Day  Good Friday and Easter 
Monday (moveable feast)  1 May – Labour Day  8 May – Victory Day
 5 July – Day of the Slavic missionaries Cyril & Methodius  6 July – 
Master John Hus Immolation Day  28 Sept – Czech Statehood Day
  28 Oct – Czechoslovak State Inception Day  17 Nov – Freedom and 
Democracy Day  24 Dec – Christmas Eve  25 Dec – Christmas Day
  26 Dec – St Stephen’s Day

Top Prague Sights
Prague Castle (Pražský hrad) q Prague 1 – Hradčany w www.hrad.cz
The Prague Castle panorama is one of the most impressive anywhere. 
One of the largest castle complexes in the world, with historical palaces, 
church buildings, extensive gardens and picturesque vistas. Prague 
Castle has for over a thousand years symbolized Czech statehood. Most 
notable is the Gothic Cathedral of Sts Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert 
(1344). C2

Charles Bridge (Karlův most) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town, Old Town
The oldest and most renowned Prague bridge was built in 1357 by 
Charles IV. At both ends stand fortifi ed bridge towers – The twin Lesser 
Town towers and the Old Town tower, which is one of the fi nest gate 
towers of Gothic Europe. C3

St Nicholas Church (Kostel sv. Mikuláše) 
q Malostranské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.stnicholas.cz
A prime example of Prague Baroque, with distinctive dome and bell tower. 
The Church is a key part of the panorama, not just the left bank of the 
Vltava River. While staying in Prague, W. A. Mozart played the organ here. 
C3

Old Town Hall and Horologe (Staroměstská radnice s orlojem)
q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.prague.eu/oldtownhall
The Old Town Hall dates from 1338, presiding over the Old Town. The 
oldest Gothic part of the complex is the tower and the oriel chapel, as 
well as the medieval horologe, where every hour between 9:00–23:00 
the 12 Apostles are to be seen. D3

The Church of Our Lady Victorious – ‘Child of Prague’ (Kostel Panny 
Marie Vítězné – Pražské Jezulátko) q Karmelitská 9, Prague 1
w www.pragjesu.cz
An early Baroque church renowned for its Infant Jesus statue from 
Spain, donated to the Carmelites by Polyxena of Lobkowitz (1628). C3

Strahov Monastery (Strahovský klášter)

Clementinum q Mariánské náměstí 5, Prague 1 w www.klementinum.com
An extensive complex, originally a Jesuit College. The guided tour 
includes the Astronomical Tower and Baroque Library Hall. The Mirrored 
Chapel distinctively beset with mirrors is used as a concert hall. C3

The Old-New Synagogue (Staronová synagoga)
q Červená st., Prague 1 w www.kehilaprag.cz
Among the oldest and most valuable European and World Jewish 
monuments, the oldest synagogue in Central Europe. The early Gothic, 
late 13th century building is still the temple for Prague’s Jewish 
community. D2

The Church of Our Lady before Týn (Chrám Matky Boží před Týnem)
q Staroměstské náměstí, Prague 1 w www.tyn.cz
One of the most impressive Gothic sacral buildings in Prague with an 
extensive gallery of Gothic, Renaissance and early Baroque works, e.g. fi ne 
altarpieces by Karel Škréta and the tomb of astronomer Tycho Brahe. D3

Municipal House (Obecní dům) q náměstí Republiky 5, Prague 1
w www.obecnidum.cz
Early 20th century Prague Art Nouveau at its best, the work of major 
artists of the period headed by none less than the renowned painter Alfons 
Mucha. The Smetana Concert Hall dominates the stunning interior. D3

Powder Tower (Prašná brána) q Na Příkopě, Prague 1
w www.muzeumprahy.cz
A landmark of late Gothic Prague, the start of the so-called Royal route to 
Prague Castle. It used to be a gunpowder warehouse. D3

Vyšehrad – V Pevnosti, Prague 2 w www.praha-vysehrad.cz
According to ancient legend the oldest seat of Czech princes, in fact the 
fortress dates back to the 10th century. Its parks encompass architectural 
treasures like the Romanesque Rotunda of St Martin, the neo-Gothic 
church of Sts Peter and Paul, the National Cemetery and other places of 
note. D4

Modern architecture
Petřín Lookout Tower (Petřínská rozhledna)
q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
One of Prague’s unmissable landmarks, built in 1891 as a loose copy of 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris, on a 1:5 scale. C3

Church of the Most Sacred Heart of Our Lord (Kostel Nejsvětějšího Srdce 
Páně) q náměstí Jiřího z Poděbrad, Prague 3 w www.srdcepane.cz
The prime 20th century Czech sacral building by the Slovenian architect 
Jože Plečnik. The distinctive and monumental edifi ce is inspired by 
ancient Christian designs. E3

House at the Black Madonna (Dům U Černé Matky Boží)
q Ovocný trh 19, Prague 1 w www.upm.cz
The pinnacle of Czech Cubist architecture, exceptional for its façade 
and Cubist layout design, which goes right into the interior. Also houses 
a permanent exhibition of Czech Cubism. D3

Müller’s villa (Müllerova vila) q Nad Hradním vodojemem 14, Prague 6
w www.muzeumprahy.cz
The villa is a world masterpiece of architectural avant-garde. The outside 
seems curtly functionalist, the internal layout being more remarkable, 
‘flowing’ one into another. B2

The Dancing House (Tančící dům) q Jiráskovo náměstí 6, Prague 2
w www.tancici-dum.cz
This exceptional building is a pillar of modern Prague architecture; 
Inspired by the dancing skill of that famous movie couple – Fred Astaire 
and Ginger Rogers. C3

The National Gallery in Prague (Národní galerie v Praze):
 Veletržní Palace (Veletržní palác) q Dukelských hrdinů 47, Prague 7
Showing: The Arts in Czechoslovakia 1918–1989 (from 28 Oct 2018) D2
 Convent of St Agnes of Bohemia (Klášter sv. Anežky České)
q U Milosrdných 17, Prague 1
Showing: Medieval Art in Bohemia and Central Europe 1200–1550 D2
 Sternberg Palace (Šternberský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 15, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall C2
 Schwarzenberg Palace (Schwarzenberský palác)
q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1
Showing: The Baroque in Bohemia (till August 2018) C3
 Salm Palace (Salmovský palác) q Hradčanské nám. 2, Prague 1
Showing: The TBA21 Contemporary Arts Centre (from 6 Jun 2018) C3
 Kinský Palace (Palác Kinských) q Staroměstské nám. 12, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
p More information at w www.ngprague.cz (we recommend keeping an 
eye on the websites in case of exhibition and venue changes)

The Prague City Gallery (Galerie hlavního města Prahy):
 Troja Chateau (Trojský zámek) q U Trojského zámku 4/1, Prague 7
Showing: The architecture and decor of Chateau Troja C1
 Bílek Villa q Mickiewiczova 1, Prague 6
Showing: The Studio of František Bílek, Czech symbolist sculptor and 
graphic artist C2
 The House at the Stone Bell (Dům U Kamenného zvonu)
q Staroměstské náměstí 13, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
 Municipal Library (2nd floor) q Mariánské náměstí 1, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D3
 House of Photography (Dům fotografi e) q Revoluční 5, Prague 1
Exhibition Hall D2
p More information at w www.ghmp.cz

Picture Gallery of Prague Castle (Obrazárna Pražského hradu)
q Prague Castle – II. nádvoří, Prague 1 w www.kulturanahrade.cz
Showing: Paintings from the Castle collections C2

The Strahov picture gallery (Strahovská obrazárna)
q Strahovské nádvoří 1, Prague 1 w www.strahovskyklaster.cz
Showing: A collection of Czech and European art from Gothic to 
romanticism B3

DOX – Centre for Contemporary Art q Poupětova 1, Prague 7 w www.dox.cz
Presenting contemporary art, architecture and design E1

Vltava, and life on the river
Prague’s Riverbanks (Náplavky) w www.prazskenaplavky.cz
Prague’s riverbanks are some of its favourite promenades, and during the 
summer they become the centres of Prague’s cultural life and leisure-time 
activities.

Rental boats and pedalos
Popular pedalos or boats are an interesting and romantic alternative way 
to spend summer leisure time in Prague.

Sightseeing cruises
River Cruises offer an unforgettable view of the historic centre of Prague 
and many novel experiences.

 The Prague Steamboat Company (Pražská paroplavební společnost)
q Rašínovo embankment and Čechův bridge wharf 

Prague’s Parks and Gardens
Prague Castle Gardens (Zahrady Pražského hradu)
qPrague Castle, Prague 1 wwww.hrad.cz
Historically most notable is the Royal Garden from 1534, with its singing 
fountain, which belongs among the fi nest Renaissance water fountains 
in Europe. From the Southern gardens, stretching beneath the Castle 
frontage, you get breathtaking views over Prague’s historical centre. C2

The Palace Gardens under Prague Castle (Palácové zahrady pod 
Pražským hradem)
q Valdštejnská 12 – 14, Prague 1 w www.palacove-zahrady.cz
On the southern slopes below Prague Castle is a showpiece complex 
of interrelated historical gardens with rich architectural decor, lookout 
terraces and pavilions set among the vegetation to charming effect. C2

Wallenstein Garden (Valdštejnská zahrada) q Letenská st., Prague 1
A geometrically set out early Baroque garden with monumental sala 
terrena and artifi cial grotto with a distinctive atmosphere. Free ranging 
peacocks accompany your walk. C2

Vrtba Garden (Vrtbovská zahrada) q Karmelitská 25, Prague 1 
w www.vrtbovska.cz
One of the most important and fi nest Baroque gardens, though compact, 
architecturally original on its awkward slope, with sculptural artistic merit 
that makes it a garden of European importance. C3

Vojanovy sady gardens q U Lužického semináře 17, Prague 1
A little mysterious and unjustly overlooked. The pensiveness of Vojanovy 
sady has lingered since the Middle Ages, when it was a monastery 
garden. C3

Petřín park (Petřínské sady) q Prague 1 – Lesser Town
Petřín Hill is one of the largest urban expanses of greenery and its slopes 
are an oasis of calm in the centre of Prague. Atop stands Petřín lookout 
tower, which offers an enchanting view of the whole city. C3/B3

Franciscan garden (Františkánská zahrada)
q Jungmannovo náměstí, Prague 1
The cosy green nook in the heart of the city invites you to stop and take 
a breath when walking around Prague. The local herbaceous beds are 
a treat. D3

Rieger’s park (Riegrovy sady) q Prague 2 – Vinohrady
This park, over a hundred years old, has many half-hid nooks, wooded 
glades, open leas and uncommon vistas of Prague. E3/D3

Vyšehrad park (Vyšehradské sady) q Prague 2 – Vyšehrad
A magical place of myths and legends, with romantic hideaways and 
beautiful vistas of the Vltava River. D4

Royal Park (Královská obora) – Stromovka q Prague 7 – Bubeneč
The sprawling park covers an area of 95 ha in close proximity to 
Holešovice Exhibition grounds. It is the ideal place for romantic walks, 
picnics, sport and leisure. D1,D2/C1,C2

Letná park (Letenské sady) q Prague 7 – Holešovice
An extensive park with large grassy areas, mature trees and a varied mix 
of tree species and a long plane-tree avenue, providing a nice place to sit 
and great city views. D2/C2

Museum & Galleries
The National Museum (Národní muzeum):
 The National Museum historical building (Historická budova Národního 
muzea) q Václavské náměstí 68, Prague 1
Closed for refurbishment until 28 Oct 2018 D3
 The National Museum new building (Nová budova Národního muzea)
q Vinohradská 1, Prague 1
Showing: “Noah’s Ark” natural history exposition D3
 Czech Museum of Music (České muzeum hudby)
q Karmelitská 2/4, Prague 1
Showing: Man – Instrument – Music (400 historical musical instruments, 
incl. the pianoforte played by W. A. Mozart) C3
 Lapidary (Lapidárium) q Výstaviště 422, Prague 7
Showing: The monuments of stone carving in Bohemia, 11–19th centuries  D1
p For other National Museum exhibits, see w www.nm.cz

The City of Prague Museum (Muzeum hlavního města Prahy)
q Na Poříčí 52, Prague 8 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
Showing: The Langweil model of Prague, the history of Prague from 
prehistory to the Middle Ages and the present day D2
 The House at the Golden Ring (Dům U Zlatého prstenu) 
q Týnská 6, Prague 1
Showing: Prague under Charles IV (a burgeoning European Medieval City) 
D3

Museum Kampa q U Sovových mlýnů 2, Prague 1
w www.museumkampa.cz
Showing: A collection of Central European modern art and artworks by 
pioneering abstract painter František Kupka, and Czech Cubist sculptor 
Otto Gutfreund. 

Prague ferryboats
Prague ferries are the greatest way to cross between Prague’s right and 
left banks. From April to October, and normal Public transport (MHD) 
tickets apply. More information at w www.dpp.cz or w www.ropid.cz.

Vltava River Islands
By the waterside you can also enjoy any of Prague’s islands.

 Kampa q Prague 1 – an island between the main course of the Vltava 
River and its Čertovka offshoot, one of the most romantic and lovely 
places in Prague C3
 Slovanský Island (Slovanský ostrov) q Prague 1 – the one island on the 
Vltava River with a signifi cant park, with its showy neo-Renaissance Žofín 
palace C3
 Střelecký Island (Střelecký ostrov) q Prague 1 – a cosy place shaded 
by ancient trees, captures the atmosphere of old times with uncommon 
views of Prague C3

Prague attractions
Prague Zoo (Zoologická zahrada hl. m. Prahy)
q U Trojského zámku 3, Prague 7 w www.zoopraha.cz
Thanks to its prime location Prague Zoo belongs among the loveliest 
zoos in the world. This beautiful stretch of the outdoors with its animal 
inhabitants is apt for all generations of visitors. C1

Prague Botanical Garden (Botanická zahrada hl. m. Prahy)
q Trojská 196, Prague 7 w www.botanicka.cz
The garden offers almost 30 hectares of landscaped areas, including the 
Fata Morgana tropical greenhouse exhibit, letting you enjoy a trip to the 
tropics at any time of the year. C1

Aquapalace Prague q Pražská 138, Průhonice – Čestlice
w www.aquapalace.cz
The biggest entertainment aqua park in Central Europe, where you’ll enjoy 
memorable moments in this singular sports and leisure complex awash 
with aquatic attractions.

Petřín Funicular (Lanová dráha na Petřín) q Újezd, Prague 1 w www.dpp.cz
A popular funicular railway running since 1891. It is integrated into the 
public transport network and takes you to the top of Petřín Hill. C3

Mirror labyrinth at Petřín (Zrcadlové bludiště) 
q Petřínské sady, Prague 1 w www.muzeumprahy.cz
From the outside it looks like a mini castle, inside, instead of secret 
passages you’ll meet a maze of mirrors. Spontaneous children’s laughter 
echoes in the Hall of laughter, with its distorting mirrors. C3

Historical Tram Line No. 41
From the Holešovice exhibition grounds or the Střešovice yard, at 
weekends from April to November, the historical tram sets off on its 
regular route through the city centre. D2

Experiential tours
You don’t have to explore the charm of Prague on foot. What not try 
a fairytale carriage, a vintage car, an ecotrain or a scenic balloon flight? 
There are plenty of options. For more information, please visit our Tourist 
Information and Visitor Centres.

Prague City Tourism
Tourist Information and Visitor Centres
Tourist Information Centres
Our TICs, located at key places in the historical centre and at the 
international airport, serve to advise you about Prague, with informative 
brochures and maps (free of charge) and a wide range of tourism-oriented 
services, such as tourist benefi t cards, accommodation, public transport 
travel, admission tickets to cultural events etc. Open daily.

 Old Town Hall (Staroměstská radnice) q Staroměstské náměstí 1 D3
 Rytířská 12 q corner of Na Můstku street D3
 Wenceslas square (upper part) q corner of Štěpánská street D3
 Václav Havel Airport Prague q Terminal 1 and Terminal 2
z +420 221 714 714 f tourinfo@prague.eu

E-shop
At w www.eshop.prague.eu you can book or order educational tours, 
your own private guides or our maps and brochures, as well as items of 
merchandise.

Join our guided walking tours!
Our trained, licensed guides will give you an engaging, but historically 
accurate walking tour of the key sights of the Old Town.
dates: every Saturday in English (exceptionally in German)
time: start at 2 p.m. 
prize: CZK 300 per person
Book in person at the Guide Offi ce or at our Tourist information centres or 
visit 
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maps and guides, you’ll feel 
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where we’ll also be happy to assist:
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